
Highlands United Methodist Church

Palm/Passion Sunday
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Our service begins with a procession of the palms to recall the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem. 
The palms we wave reflect the fragility of the celebration since a mere five days later the crowd’s 
adulation turns to hatred. In Philippians, we read Paul’s account of Jesus’ ministry. Paul sums up the 
humiliation and the glory of Jesus that we prepare to honor this week. The gospel narrative is a retelling 
of the passion of Christ, drawing from the gospels of John.

Christ’s Entry into Jerusalem, by Hippolyte Flandrin c. 1842



highlands united methodist church

a reconciling congregation
reconciling ministries network       rmnetwork.org

welcome to highlands!
Highlands United Methodist Church affirms that nothing can separate anyone from the love of God. We invite all to worship, 
wonder, and discover God’s grace as we aspire to create a safe space for all to participate fully in the life of this community of 
faith. We are called to shine as a beacon of hope, grace, belonging, and respect for all people. Regardless of age, gender identity, 

ethnicity, sexual orientation, family, financial status, nationality, physical or mental ability, past or future, 
there is room for you at Highlands.

† All children are welcome to participate fully in worship. Families are encouraged to sit toward the front so that your
children can see and hear all that takes place during worship.  Children’s bulletins, books, and crayons are available    
at the Sanctuary entrances for use during worship. A nursery is provided for ages 4 and younger; an usher will be 
happy to direct you.  

† Following Children’s Choral Introit, children ages 4 – 2nd grade may attend Children’s Church in the Fellowship Hall.
If this is your child’s first time attending Children’s Choir and Children’s Church at Highlands, a parent is asked to 
accompany their child to meet staff and provide contact information.

† Please visit the hospitality table in the Greeting Space after worship for a homemade treat and information about the 
Highlands family. Feel free to call or email the church with any questions or pastoral care needs. We would love to 
have the opportunity to visit with you.  

† If you would like to receive updates from Highlands about our upcoming worship services, study opportunities, and 
events, text HIGHLANDS to 84576, visit www.highlandsumc.net/email, or contact the church office.

† Parking for visitors and those with limited mobility is available in the lot located directly behind the church building, 
just off Richard Arrington Jr. Blvd. Parking is free on Sundays at all metered street spaces near the church and at the 
public parking deck on Magnolia Avenue. 



Order for Holy Communion
Preaching – The reverend doctor riCk Owen

liturgists – The reverend MikAH HUdSOn and reggie Holder

Choirmaster and Organist – richard Phillips

*Congregation please stand. Words in bold are spoken or sung by the congregation.

 Serving for Altar Guild:  Nancy Hill, Donna Sibley

Serving as Ushers:  Cynthia Brennan, Will Stowe

Serving as Vergers: Brian Bellenger, Andrew Salser

Serving as Acolytes: Jack Halliday, James Halliday, Hannah Wheeler, Lydia Wheeler

Serving as Communion Stewards:  Lauren Rogers, Missy Rogers, Chris Rogers

Lay Reader: Reina McFarlin

Piper: Ryan Morrison

liturgy of the palms

prelude                                             Chorale Prelude on Valet will ich dir geben                Alexandré Guilmant (1837-1911)
All Glory, Laud and Honor, Opus 51, No. 2

*palm procession

*the opening acclamation

Hosanna to the Son of David! Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest!

*the gospel of the triumphal entry                                                                                             Luke 19:29-38

When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of the disciples, saying, 
“Go into the village ahead of you, and as you enter it you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it and 
bring it here. If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it.’”  So those who were sent departed 
and found it as he had told them.  As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?”  They 
said, “The Lord needs it.”  Then they brought it to Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it.  As 
he rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on the road.  As he was now approaching the path down from the Mount of 
Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of power that they 
had seen, saying, “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest heaven!” 

*thanksgiving over the palms

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Almighty God, on this day your Son Jesus Christ entered the holy city of Jerusalem and was proclaimed King by those who 
spread their gaments and palm branches along his way.  Let those branches be for us signs of his victory, and grant that we 
who bear them in his name may ever hail him as our Lord, and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life.  Amen. 

The congregation is invited to process into the Sanctuary during the singing of the hymn.



*hymn in procession 280           All Glory, Laud, and Honor                                             ST. THEODULPH
Organ Improvisation: Noel Rawsthorne

Refrain:     All glory, laud, and honor, to thee, Redeemer, King, 
to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring.

1.  Thou art the King of Israel, thou David’s royal Son,
                  Who in the Lord’s name comest, the King and Blessed One.     Refrain

2.  The company of angels are praising thee on high,
                                 And we with all creation in chorus make reply.             Refrain

3.  The people of the Hebrews with palms before thee went;
                     Our prayer and praise and anthems before thee we present.   Refrain

4.  To thee, before thy passion, they sang their hymns of praise;
                                 To thee, now high exalted, our melody we raise.            Refrain  

5.  Thou didst accept their praises; accept the prayers we bring,
                       Who in all good delightest, thou good and gracious King.     Refrain

*greeting 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest!

choral introit                                                    He Comes!                                                                       Natalie Sleeth
The Children’s Choir

Refrain:
He comes! He comes! He comes in the name of the Lord, our God!

He comes! He comes! He comes in the name of the Lord!

Let all rejoice with heart and voice, and thankful be!
The chosen one, God’s only Son, O blessed is he!

Children ages 4 to 2nd grade are dismissed to Children’s Church
Older children may return to sit with their families.

psalm 118:1-2, 14-29  (Sung by The Choir)                       Anglican Chants: Alan Gray (1855-1935) Samuel Wesley (1766-1837) 

1  O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is gracious; because his mercy endureth forever.
2 Let Israel now confess that he is gracious, and that his mercy endureth forever.

14 The Lord is my strength, and my song; and is become my salvation.
15 The voice of joy and health is in the dwellings of the righteous;  

the right hand of the Lord bringeth mighty things to pass.
16 The right hand of the Lord hath the preeminence; the right hand of the Lord bringeth mighty things to pass.

17 I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the Lord.
18 The Lord hath chastened and corrected me; but he hath not given me over unto death.

19 Open me the gates of righteousness, that I may go into them, and give thanks unto the Lord.
20 This is the gate of the Lord, the righteous shall enter into it.

21 I will thank thee; for thou hast heard me, and art become my salvation.
22 The same stone which the builders refused, is become the head-stone in the corner. 

23 This is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes.
24 This is the day which the Lord hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it.

25 Help me now, O Lord:  O Lord, send us now prosperity.



26 Blessed be he that cometh in the Name of the Lord:
 we have wished you good luck, ye that are of the house of the Lord.

27 God is the Lord, who hath showed us light: bind the sacrifice with cords, yea, even unto the horns of the altar.
28 Thou art my God, and I will thank thee; thou art my God, and I will praise thee.
29 O give thanks unto the Lord; for he is gracious, and his mercy endureth forever.

epistle lesson                                                                                                                  Philippians 2:5-11
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

liturgy of the passion

*sequence hymn 298              When I Survey the Wondrous Cross                                                 HAMBURG 
Organ Improvisation: T. Tertius Noble

 The people sit after the hymn and remain seated for the first part of the Passion. 
At the mention of the arrival at Golgotha, all stand and remain standing for the conclusion of the Passion.

gospel lesson                                                                                                                                                  John 19:1-19

the sermon                                       The Reverend Doctor Rick Owen

The Holy Communion
Musical Communion Setting C: Franz Schubert (1797-1828)

*invitation, confession, and pardon

God in Christ breaks down the walls that make us strangers to ourselves and divide us from one another. We are the body of 
Christ. Around this table, we enact our faith. The Communion Table is open to all who are in love with God and their neighbor 
and seek forgiveness and healing in this broken world. Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one another.

Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. We have failed to be an 
obedient church. We have not done your will, we have broken your law, we have rebelled against your 
love, we have not loved our neighbors, and we have not heard the cry of the needy. Forgive us, we pray. 
Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God’s love toward us.  In the name of Jesus Christ, 
you are forgiven!

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!  Glory to God. Amen.

*The Peace

The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. And also with you. 

Greetings and Parish notices

The Offertory                                 Alleluia
The Choir

Alleluia. Amen.

Randall Thompson (1899 -1984)                                                                                                            Text, Traditional

*doxology  95                                                                                                                                                OLD 100th



*THe GreAT THAnkSGivinG

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

…And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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…And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and 
living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.
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…Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now 
and forever.
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The lord’s Prayer 895

Breaking of the Bread                                                       

Prayer of Humble Access

We do not presume to come to this your table, merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but 
in your manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under 
your table. But you are the same Lord whose nature is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore  
gracious Lord, so to receive the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ that we may evermore 
dwell in him and he in us. Amen. 

The Fraction Anthem                                            Agnus Dei
The Choir

Jesus, Lamb of God:  have mercy on us.  Jesus, bearer of our sins:  have mercy on us  Jesus, redeemer of the world:  give us your peace.

Franz Schubert                                                                                                                                                                                                                Text, Traditional Latin



receiving the Bread and Cup

music during communion

Anthem                                                               Very Bread
The Choir

Very bread, Good Shepherd, tend us; Jesus, with thy love befriend us; 
Thou refresh us, thou defend us, thine eternal goodness send us in the land of life to see:

Thou who all things canst’ and knowest, who on earth such food bestowest, 
Grant us with thy saints, though lowest, where the heav’nly feast thou showest, fellow heirs and guests to be.

Randolph Currie (b.1945)            Text, St. Thomas Aquinas from Lauda Sion

Organ Solo                                                                                                                       Georg P. Telemann (1681-1767)
Chorale Prelude on Herzlich tut mich verlangen

(O Sacred Head, Now Wounded)

prayer after receiving

*hymn 286                                              O Sacred Head, Now Wounded                                          PASSION CHORALE
  Organ Improvisation: T. Tertius Noble

*the blessing and sending forth

*choral benediction                                                               Hosanna!                                                          Ralph L. Grosvenor (1924-1979)
The Choir

After the retiring procession of clergy and choir, all leave in silence. 

Maundy Thursday – April 18
6:30 PM – Holy Communion in the Sanctuary

Good Friday – April 19
nOOn – Liturgy for Good Friday in the Sanctuary

6:30 PM – Service of Tenebrae in the Sanctuary

Easter Sunday – April 21
8:30 AM and 10:30 AM Service of Holy Communion in the Sanctuary 

with members of the Alabama Symphony Orchestra
Bring fresh flowers to decorate the front lawn cross.

All Are Welcome!



1045 Twentieth Street South    •    Birmingham, Alabama 35205
                  (205) 933-8751    •    www.highlandsumc.net

Vision Statement

Highlands United Methodist Church is a community of disciples of Christ; 
a beacon of hope, inviting all to become new persons in Christ

to be sent into the world to share the Gospel and to serve our neighbors; 
and a sanctuary for those in need of God’s love and grace.

The palms in the altar are given to the glory of God by Celia and Jeff Davenport

The palms on the processional cross are given to the glory of God by Reina and John McFarlin in 
memory of Richard D. White, Donald C. White, and Laline White Edwards

The palms on the processional cross are given to the glory of God by Romona and Jim Shannon in honor 
of James Maben Shannon, III

The palms on the processional torches are given to the glory of God by Lisa and Steve Alexander in 
honor of June Hearin and in memory of Nell Alexander

The palms on the processional torches are given to the glory of God by Susan and Marshall Rathmell in 
honor of Bob & Karen Reneau and Bob & Amy Tropfenbaum

A potted palm is given to the glory of God by Ann Day Hunt in honor of Bonnie Hartley and Mary 
Elizabeth Neal

A potted palm is given to the glory of God by Beth Douthit in honor of John Douthit, Judith Douthit 
Cather and in memory of George Douthit.

A potted palm is given to the glory of God by Dan Starnes and Jo Anne Starnes in memory of Eddie 
Starnes

A potted palm is given to the glory of God by Sara and Philip Amthor in memory of Jane Ella Colvin and 
Evelyn Chandler

A potted palm is given to the glory of God by Reggie Holder in memory of Nedra Holder

A potted palm is given to the glory of God by Cinda York

Checks for Palm Sunday and Easter flowers may be left in the offering plate today.  Please include “Palm Sunday Flowers” in the memo line.


