
Order for Morning Worship

*Congregation please stand.  Words in bold are spoken or sung by the congregation.

 

pealing of the tower Bells                                                                                                         Ellis Landers, Chimer 

Call to worship and prelude                  Offertory in B Flat Major                 Henry Thomas Smart (1813-1879)
from Twelve Pieces for Organ

*hymn in proCession 92                            For the Beauty of the Earth                                                                      DIX
Descant Setting:  Richard Webster

Organ Improvisation:  Noel Rawsthorne

*the invitatory & gloria patri 70                                      MEINEKE

Alleluia! The Lord is risen indeed. Come let us adore him. Alleluia!
O Lord, open our lips. And we shall declare your praise.
We praise you, Lord. Your holy name be praised. 

*the peaCe

*venite       Psalm 95                               Musical Setting: DARWALL’S 148TH
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Serving for Altar Guild: Nancy Hill, Donna Sibley
Serving as Ushers: Chase Fell, Will Stowe

Serving as Acolytes: TK
Serving as Verger: Andrew Salser

Serving as Lay Reader: Anne Buckley

preaChing – The reverend Mikah Hudson

liturgist and Children’s Moment – reggie Holder

Choirmaster and Organist – riChard phillips

Highlands United Methodist Church affirms that nothing can separate anyone from the love of God.  
We invite all to worship, wonder, and discover God’s grace as we aspire to create a safe space for all  

to participate fully in the life of this community of faith.

We are called to shine as a beacon of hope, grace, belonging, and respect for all people. Regardless of age,  
gender identity, ethnicity, sexual orientation, family, financial status, nationality, physical or mental ability,  

past or future, there is room for you at Highlands.

† All children are welcome to participate in worship.  A nursery is provided for ages 4 and younger; an usher will be happy to direct
   you. Children ages 4 to 2nd grade are encouraged to come to the chancel when called for the Children’s Moment and may then 
   attend Children’s Church or return to sit with their family. If you are visiting today or this is your child’s first time in Children’s 
   Church, we ask that a parent accompany their child in order to provide emergency contact information and meet our staff.

† Children’s bulletins, books, and crayons are available from the ushers for use in worship.  

† Please visit the Bread for the Journey table in the Greeting Space after worship for a delicious homemade treat and 
information about Highlands. Feel free to call or email the church with any questions or pastoral care needs. We 
would love to have the opportunity to visit with you.  

† Parking is free on Sundays at all metered street spaces near the church, at the Hotel Highland Parking Deck on
Magnolia Avenue, and in the Highlands Bar and Grill lot on 11th Avenue South.

1045 Twentieth Street South        Birmingham, Alabama 35205           
                 (205) 933-8751        highlandsumc.net

 •

 •



psalm 22:25-31  (Sung by the Choir)                                                   Anglican Chant: Henry Smart (1813-1879)

25  My praise is of thee in the great congregation; * my vows will I perform in the sight of them that fear him.
26  The poor shall eat, and be satisfied; they that seek after the LORD shall praise him: * your heart shall live forever.

27  All the ends of the world shall remember themselves, and be turned unto the LORD; * 
and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before him.

28  For the kingdom is the LORD’S, * and he is the Governor among the nations.
29  All such as be fat upon earth * have eaten, and worshiped. 

30  All they that go down into the dust shall kneel before him; * and no man hath quickened his own soul.
31  My seed shall serve him: * they shall be counted unto the Lord for a generation.

(The people stand at the Gloria Patri, then sit for the lesson.)

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. * 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be * world without end. Amen. 

first lesson                                                                                                                                             1 John 4:7-21
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*CantiCle (See pew insert)           Glory to You                                                              John Rutter (b. 1945)

1. Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; you are worthy of praise; glory to you.

2. Glory to you for the radiance of your holy name; we will praise you and highly exalt you forever.

3. Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; on the throne of your majesty, glory to you.

4. Glory to you, seated between the cherubim; we will praise you and highly exalt you forever.

5. Glory to you, beholding the depths; in the high vault of heaven, glory to you.

6. Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; we will praise you and highly exalt you forever.

*the apostles’ Creed 881

the prayers                                                                              Reggie Holder

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the 
truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Silent Prayer

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 895

Choral response                                                 Keep This Prayer 
The Choir

Keep this prayer in our hearts and minds, O Lord. Amen. 

George Thalben-Ball (1896-1987)                           Text, Selected texts from the scriptures

greetings and parish notiCes 

offertory anthem                                     I Sat Down Under His Shadow                                                                  
The Choir

I sat down under his shadow with great delight, and his fruit was sweet to my taste.
He brought me to the banqueting house, and his banner over me was love.

Sir Edward C. Bairstow (1871-1946)                         Text, Song of Solomon 2:3b-4 

*doxology with alleluias 94                     LASST UNS ERFREUEN

the Children’s moment                                                                                                 Reggie Holder

*sequenCe hymn 111                                     How Can We Name a Love                                               TERRA BEATA

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

*gospel lesson         John 15:1-8
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

the sermon                                    The Reverend Mikah Hudson 

prayer of thanksgiving  

invitation to Christian disCipleship  

*hymn 433                              All Who Love and Serve Your City, verses 1, 3, 5                             CHARLESTOWN

*Blessing and sending forth

*Choral BenediCtion                                              Psalm 150                          
The Choir

O praise God in his holiness * praise him in the firmament of his power.
Praise him in his noble acts * praise him according to his excellent greatness.

Praise him in the sound of the trumpet * praise him upon the lute and harp.
Praise him in the cymbals and dances * praise him upon the strings and pipe.
Praise him upon the well-tuned cymbals * praise him upon the loud cymbals.

Let everything that hath breath * praise the Lord.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.* 

As it was in the beginning is now and will be forever. Amen.

George Thomas Talbot (d. 1918)            Text, Traditional Coverdale Psalter

After the retiring procession concludes, you are invited to be seated in the sanctuary until the conclusion of the voluntary.

*retiring voluntary                                                Postlude in C Major                    Henry Thomas Smart (1813-1879)
from Twelve Pieces for Organ

pealing of the tower Bells


