
Highlands United Methodist Church

Palm/Passion Sunday

APril 9, 2017
10:30 A.M. ServiCe

Our service begins with a procession of the palms to recall the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem. 
The palms we wave reflect the fragility of the celebration since a mere five days later the crowd’s 
adulation turns to hatred. In Philippians, we read Paul’s account of Jesus’ ministry. Paul sums up the 
humiliation and the glory of Jesus that we prepare to honor this week. The gospel narrative is a retelling 
of the passion of Christ, drawing from the gospel of Matthew.

Christ’s Entry into Jerusalem, by Hippolyte Flandrin c. 1842



Highlands United Methodist Church affirms that nothing can separate anyone from the love of God. We invite all to worship, wonder, 
and discover God’s grace as we aspire to create a safe space for all to participate fully in the life of this community of faith. We are called 
to shine as a beacon of hope, grace, belonging and respect for all people. Regardless of age, gender identity, ethnicity, sexual orientation, 

family, financial status, nationality, physical or mental ability, past or future, there is room for you at Highlands.

† All children are welcome to stay in worship, or a nursery is provided for ages 4 and younger. An usher will be happy
to direct you there. Children ages 4 to 2nd grade are encouraged to come to the chancel when called to the Children’s 
Moment and may then attend Children’s Church or return to be with their family. If you are visiting today or this is your 
child’s first time in Children’s Church, we ask that a parent accompany their child downstairs in order to provide emergen-
cy contact information and meet our staff.

† Children’s bulletins, books, and crayons are available from the ushers for use in worship.  

† Please pick up a guest welcome bag after worship to learn more about Highlands. Feel free to call or email the church
with any questions or pastoral care needs. We would love to have the opportunity to visit with you.  

† Parking is free on Sundays at all metered street spaces near the church, at the Hotel Highland Parking Deck on
Magnolia Avenue, and in the Highlands Bar and Grill lot on 11th Avenue South.



Order for Holy Communion

Preaching – Bishop Mike Watson

liturgists – The reverend Mikah Hudson and The reverend Deb Welsh

Choirmaster and Organist – richard Phillips

*Congregation please stand. Words in bold are spoken or sung by the congregation.

 

liturgy of the Palms

Prelude                                              Chorale Prelude on Valet will ich dir geben               Alexandré Guilmant (1837-1911)
All Glory, Laud and Honor

Opus 51, No. 2

*The Opening Acclamation

Hosanna to the Son of David! Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest!

Sisters and brothers in Christ, during Lent we have been preparing for the celebration of our Lord’s death and resurrection.  
Today we begin this solemn celebration in union with Christians throughout the world.  Our Lord Jesus Christ entered Jerusalem 
in triumph to complete his work as our Savior; to be rejected, to suffer and die, and to be raised from the dead.  Let us go with 
him in faith and love, so that, united with him in his sufferings, we may share his risen life.   

*Palm Procession

*The Gospel of the Triumphal entry                                                                                         Matthew 21:1-11

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to 
them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring 
them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.” This took 
place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, “Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, 
humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 
they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks 
on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that 
followed were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the 
highest heaven!” When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” The crowds were saying, 
“This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”

Serving for Altar Guild:  Nancy Hill, Donna Sibley

Serving as Ushers:  Chase Fell, Gordon Short

Serving as Communion Stewards:  Matt Darby, Sarah Pace Darby, Caroline Laird, Mary-Kate Laird, 
Chris Willis, Mary Willis 

Serving as Acolytes: Virginia Hunt, Elizabeth Hunt, Haley Rocks, Jason Rocks 

Serving as Vergers: Brian Bellenger, Wilson Nash

Lay Reader: Reggie Holder 

Piper: Ryan Morrison



*Thanksgiving over the Palms

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have redeemed us through your Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph, and was proclaimed as King of kings by those who spread 
their garments and branches of palm along his way.  Let these branches be for us signs of his victory, and grant that we who 
bear them in his name may ever hail him as our King, and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; who lives and reigns 
in glory with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 

*Hymn in Procession 280                        All Glory, Laud, and Honor                                             ST. THEODULPH
Organ Improvisation: Noel Rawsthorne

(Refrain)   All glory, laud, and honor, to thee, Redeemer,
King, to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring.

1.  Thou art the King of Israel, thou David’s royal Son,
Who in the Lord’s name comest, the King and Blessed One. 

(Refrain) 

2.  The company of angels are praising thee on high,
And we with all creation in chorus make reply. 

(Refrain)  

3.  The people of the Hebrews with psalms before thee went;
Our prayer and praise and anthems before thee we present. 

(Refrain) 

4.  To thee, before thy passion, they sang their hymns of praise;
To thee, now high exalted, our melody we raise. 

(Refrain) 

5.  Thou didst accept their praises; accept the prayers we bring,
Who in all good delightest, thou good and gracious King.

(Refrain)
*Greeting 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest!

Choral introit                                           Hosanna, Hallelujah!                               Richard Avery and Donald Marsh
The Children’s Choir

Soloists: Story Mason and Emmalynne Hudson

Chorus:
Hosanna, hallelujah!  Sing we loud and clear. 

Hosanna, hallelujah!  Jesus Christ is near. 
With ancient psalms and new-grown palms,

Praise him on his way.  
Hosanna, Hallelujah!  Christ, our Lord, is here.

 This day in spring the streets will ring with voices sweet and lyrical
To greet our Lord, the one adored, his very life a miracle.

Children ages 4 to 2nd grade are dismissed to Children’s Church



liturgy of the Passion

Collect

The Lord be with you.  And also with you.

Let us pray:  God of all-redeeming grace, in your great love you gave your only Son to die for the sins of the whole world.  Help 
us by your Holy Spirit to worship you with reverence, and to enter with joy into the celebration of those mighty acts whereby 
you bring us life and immortality; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Psalm 31:10-18 (Sung by The Choir)                                                          Anglican Chant:  Charles Harford Lloyd (1849-1919)

10  Have mercy upon me, O Lord, for I am in trouble *
 and mine eye is consumed for very heaviness; yea, my soul and my body.

11  For my life is waxen old with heaviness * and my years with mourning.
12  My strength faileth me, because of mine iniquity * and my bones are consumed.

13  I became a reproof among all mine enemies, but especially among my neighbours *
 and they of mine acquaintance were afraid of me; and they that did see me without conveyed themselves from me.

14  I am clean forgotten, as a dead man out of mind * I am become like a broken vessel.
15  For I have heard the blasphemy of the multitude *

 and fear is on every side, while they conspire together against me, and take their counsel to take away my life.
16  But my hope hath been in thee, O Lord * I have said, Thou art my God.

17  My time is in thy hand; deliver me from the hand of mine enemies * and from them that persecute me.
18  Shew thy servant the light of thy countenance * and save me for thy mercy’s sake.

ePiSTle lesson                                                                                                                  Philippians 2:5-11
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*Sequence Hymn 168                                   At the Name of Jesus                                                     KING’S WESTON

 
Gospel lesson                                                                                                                                        Matthew 27:11-54

The Sermon                                                             Bishop Mike Watson 

The Holy Communion
Musical Communion Setting C: Franz Schubert (1797-1828)

*invitation, Confession and Pardon 12

*The Peace

The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. And also with you. 

Greetings and Parish Notices

Urban Ministry Moment                                                  Danny Jones 

The Offertory                                 Alleluia
The Choir

Alleluia. Amen.

Randall Thompson (1899 -1984)                                                                                                                Text, Traditional



*Doxology  95                                                                                                                                                OLD 100th

*THe GreAT THANkSGiviNG

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

…And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

…And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and 
living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

…Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now 
and forever.

The lord’s Prayer 895

Breaking of the Bread                                                       

Prayer of Humble Access

We do not presume to come to this your table, merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but 
in your manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under 
your table. But you are the same Lord whose nature is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore  
gracious Lord, so to receive the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ that we may evermore 
dwell in him and he in us. Amen. 



The Fraction Anthem                                            Agnus Dei
The Choir

Jesus, Lamb of God:  have mercy on us.
Jesus, bearer of our sins:  have mercy on us

Jesus, redeemer of the world:  give us your peace.

Franz Schubert (1797-1828)                                                                                                                                                                                                Text, Traditional Latin

receiving the Bread and Cup

MUSiC DUriNG COMMUNiON

Anthem                                                               Very Bread
The Choir

Very bread, good shepherd, tend us, Jesus, with Thy love befriend us; 
Thou refresh us, Thou defend us, Thine eternal goodness send us, in the land of life to see; 

Thou who all things canst’ and knowest, Grant us with The Saints, tho’ lowest, 
Where the heav’nly feast Thou showest, fellow heirs and guests to be.

Randolph Currie (b.1945)                 Text, St. Thomas Aquinas from Lauda Sion

Organ Solo                                                                                                                 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)
Chorale Prelude on Wenn wir in Höchsten Nöten sein

When We Are In Deepest Need - BWV 641

Prayer after receiving

*Hymn 286                                              O Sacred Head, Now Wounded                                          PASSION CHORALE
  Organ Improvisation: T. Tertius Noble

*The Blessing and Sending Forth

*Choral Benediction                                                               Hosanna!                                                          Ralph L. Grosvenor (1924-1979)
The Choir

After the recession of clergy and choir, all leave in silence. 

We welcome today in our worship service guest piper Mr. Ryan Morrison. 

The communion rail offering this month goes to Urban Ministry, Inc. This United Methodist organization 
is located in the West End neighborhood of Birmingham. They do amazing work, including sending  
volunteers to Community Ministries from all over the country. To learn more about their ministries and 
how to be involved, please go to www.urban-ministry.org. 
        Any monetary gift left on the altar rail during communion during the month of April will go to UM. 
Checks can be made out to HUMC with “urban ministry” in the memo line.



1045 Twentieth Street South        Birmingham, Alabama 35205           
                 (205) 933-8751        highlandsumc.net

 •

 •

Welcoming Bishop B. Michael Watson
This Palm Sunday we welcome Bishop Mike Watson as our guest preacher 
during both the 8:30 and 10:30 morning worship services. He retired as 
an active bishop on August 31, 2016, and began work the following day 
as Ecumenical Officer for the Council of Bishops at the United Methodist 
Building in Washington, DC. From there, he and his staff coordinate the 
United Methodist ministries with all other faith communities in the world. 
Bishop Watson also serves as Bishop-in-Residence at Canterbury United 
Methodist Church.

Mike Watson graduated from Dothan High School, received a Bachelor of 
Science degree in finance and real estate from The University of Alabama, 
a Master of Divinity degree from Emory University’s Candler School of 
 Theology, and a Doctor of Ministry degree from Vanderbilt University.

Mike is married to Margaret Lee Watson, and they have one daughter, 
 Elizabeth Riddle (her husband, Zac, and their children, Camilla, Watson, 
and Emmaline), and one son, Ben Watson (his wife, Angela, and their 
 children, Alex and Andrew). 


