
All Are Welcome

Highlands United Methodist Church affirms that nothing can separate anyone from the love of God. We invite all to worship, 
wonder, and discover God’s grace as we aspire to create a safe space for all to participate fully in the life of this community of 
faith. We are called to shine as a beacon of hope, grace, belonging, and respect for all people. Regardless of age, gender identity, 

ethnicity, sexual orientation, family, financial status, nationality, physical or mental ability, past or future, 
there is room for you at Highlands.

HigHlands United MetHodist CHUrCH

tHe eleventH sUnday after PenteCost

tHe Blessing of tHe BaCkPaCks

aUgUst 13, 2023   •     10:30 a.M. serviCe
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Praise the Source of Faith and Learning HYFRYDOL 
Text: Thomas Troger



order for morning Worship
PreAching – The reverend mikAh hudson     •     liTurgisT – reggie Holder

ChoirmAsTer And orgAnisT – richArd Phillips     •     verger – Brian Bellenger

*Congregation please stand. Words in bold are spoken or sung by the congregation.

 Serving for Altar Guild: Dinah Hughes, Laura Williams     •     Serving as Ushers: Phil Amthor, Bart Trench

PeAling of The toWer Bells                Kara Cargile, chimer

Welcome And cAll To Worship         The Reverend Mikah Hudson

prelude                                Largo                                      George Frederick Handel (1685-1759)
from Concerto Grosso in B Minor                                Arranged by Richard Phillips (b.1959)

Op. 6, No. 12, HWV 330

*hymn in procession                   Praise the Source of Faith and Learning                                                                         HYFRYDOL 
   (See facing page) Text: Thomas Troger 

Organ Improvisation: Noel Rawsthorne

1. Praise the source of faith and learning that has sparked and stoked the mind 
 With a passion for discerning how the world has been designed. 
	 Let	the	sense	of	wonder	flowing	from	the	wonders	we	survey 
	 Keep	our	faith	forever	growing	and	renew	our	need	to	pray.

2. God of wisdom, we acknowledge that our science and our art 
	 And	the	breadth	of	human	knowledge	only	partial	truth	impart. 
	 Far	beyond	our	calculation	lies	a	depth	we	cannot	sound	 
	 Where	your	purpose	for	creation	and	the	pulse	of	life	are	found.

3. May	our	faith	redeem	the	blunder	of	believing	that	our	thought 
 Has displaced the grounds for wonder which the ancient prophets taught. 
	 May	our	learning	curb	the	error	which	unthinking	faith	can	breed 
	 Lest	we	justify	some	terror	with	an	antiquated	creed.

4.	 As	two	currents	in	a	river	fight	each	other’s	undertow, 
	 Till	converging	they	deliver	one	coherent	steady	flow, 
	 Blend,	O	God,	our	faith	and	learning	till	they	carve	a	single	course, 
	 Till	they	join	as	one,	returning	praise	and	thanks	to	you,	the	source.

*The inviTATory & gloriA pATri 70                                      MEINEKE

O Lord, open our lips. And	we	shall	declare	your	praise.
We praise you, Lord. Your	holy	name	be	praised. 

Glory	be	to	the	Father,	and	to	the	Son,	and	to	the	Holy	Ghost.
As	it	was	in	the	beginning,	is	now	and	ever	shall	be,	world	without	end.	Amen.
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*The peAce

The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  And	also	with	you.  

*veniTe               Psalm	95:	Come,	Sing	With	Joy	to	God                                        DARWALL’S 148TH

firsT lesson                            Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28
May these words reveal Christ to us. Thanks be to God

psAlTer                                                        Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b                                 Response: Don Saliers (b. 1937)
UMH 828  

The cantor will sing the response first, followed by all. 
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1 O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name, make known his deeds among the peoples.
2 Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his wonderful works.
3 Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.
4 Seek	the	Lord	and	his	strength;	seek	his	presence	continually.
5 Remember the wonderful works he has done, his miracles, and the judgments he uttered,
6 O	offspring	of	his	servant	Abraham,	children	of	Jacob,	his	chosen	ones.
16 When he summoned famine against the land, and broke every staff of bread,
17 he	had	sent	a	man	ahead	of	them,	Joseph,	who	was	sold	as	a	slave.
18 His feet were hurt with fetters, his neck was put in a collar of iron;
19 until what he had said came to pass, the word of the Lord kept testing him.
20 The king sent and released him; the ruler of the peoples set him free.
21 He made him lord of his house, and ruler of all his possessions,
22 to instruct his officials at his pleasure, and to teach his elders wisdom.
45b Praise the Lord!     R
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episTle lesson                       Romans 10:5-15
May these words reveal Christ to us. Thanks be to God

*CAnTicle                The First Song of Isaiah                                     Jack Noble White (1938-2019)

The Blessing of The BAckpAcks

Students of all ages are invited to participate.  Following the blessing, all children are invited to Sunday School. 
Parents may pick up children following the service from Room E210. If this is your child’s first time at Highlands, 
a parent is asked to accompany their child to meet staff and provide contact information.

*hymn 620                 One	Bread,	One	Body	 	 																	ONE BREAD, ONE BODY

Verse 1
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Join us in The felloWship hAll for A BAck-To-school cook-ouT.

The homily          The Reverend Mikah Hudson

*AffirmATion of fAiTh 881                           tHe aPostles’ Creed

The prAyers                         Reggie Holder

The Lord be with you. And	also	with	you.	  
Living God, you have placed in the hearts of your children a longing for your word and a hunger for your truth. Grant that, 
believing in the One whom you have sent, we may know him to be the true bread of heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

Silent Prayer

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer 895

greeTings And pArish noTices 

offerTory AnThem                         How Beautiful Are the Feet of Them
from MESSIAH

Rachel Satterwhite, soprano  
How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace and bring glad tidings of good things.

George Frederick Handel (1685-1659)                                                                                                                       Text, Isaiah 52: 7; Romans 10: 15

*doxology WiTh AlleluiAs 94                     LASST UNS ERFREUEN  

*closing hymn (See facing page)                                           Love	Lifted	Me                                                                                                               SAFETY
Verses 1 and 3                                                                                                      The Cokesbury Worship Hymnal

1. I was sinking deep in sin, far from the peaceful shore,  
	 Very	deeply	stained	within,	sinking	to	rise	no	more; 
	 But	the	Master	of	the	sea	heard	my	despairing	cry,	 
 Far from the waters lifted me, now safe am I.

refrain:		 Love	lifted	me!	Love	lifted	me!	When	nothing	else	could	help,	Love	lifted	me. 
	 	 Love	lifted	me!	Love	lifted	me!	When	nothing	else	could	help,	Love	lifted	me.

2. Souls	in	danger,	look	above,	Jesus	completely	saves; 
	 He	will	lift	you	by	his	love	out	of	the	angry	waves. 
	 He’s	the	Master	of	the	sea,	billows	his	will	obey; 
	 He	your	Savior	wants	to	be	–	be	saved	today.

 refrain

*Blessing And sending forTh

orgAn improvisATion on A hymn Tune
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Highlands is truly blessed to have such committed people in The Choir to offer their gifts in the worship services, which 
inspire us and feed our souls each week. During the next few weeks, we are giving these servants a well-deserved break.  

We will continue to have a small chamber choir or soloist to help lead and provide special music during worship at this time.



1045 Twentieth Street South    •    Birmingham, Alabama 35205
                  (205) 933-8751    •    www.highlandsumc.net

invitation to CHristian disCiPlesHiP 

The message of the Hebrew prophets, Jesus, Paul, and the early church was always a message of welcome and inclusion 
for all. The image of God’s kingdom is of something small and insignificant growing into something larger and of great 
significance. The oppressed, the alien, and the outcast were all welcomed, included, and cared for. In this sense, our 
faith is built upon the idea of gracious hospitality. Followers of Jesus are not about walls of exclusion but bridges of 
grace and acceptance. Ours is a faith of invitation, for all to come to know Jesus as the living Christ who overcomes 
all brokenness, sin, and even death, offering a way to make all things new. This invitation extends to you. If you desire 
to explore what this means for you, please speak to a member of the clergy after the service or sometime this week. We 
welcome the opportunity to visit with you.

Welcome To highlAnds!
All Are Welcome

A Reconciling Congregation with the Reconciling Ministries Network – rmnetwork.org

Highlands United Methodist Church is a community of disciples of Christ; a beacon of hope, inviting all  
to become new persons in Christ, to be sent into the world to share the Gospel, and to serve our neighbors;  

and a sanctuary for those in need of God’s love and grace.

Highlands United Methodist Church affirms that nothing can separate anyone from the love of God. We invite all to 
worship, wonder, and discover God’s grace as we aspire to create a safe space for all to participate fully in the life of this 
community of faith. We are called to shine as a beacon of hope, grace, belonging, and respect for all people. Regardless of 

age, gender identity, ethnicity, sexual orientation, family, financial status, nationality, physical or mental ability, past or 
future, there is room for you at Highlands.

offering

Cash or Check Giving:
•   Giving envelopes are available in the pew racks. Checks may be made payable to HUMC. 

Electronic Giving: 
•   Text give to 205-900-3040. A link will be provided for a simple, quick way to give with one click. 
•   Visit www.highlandsumc.net/giving to give using a debit/credit card or bank account.

Sustainable Giving:
•  To set up automatic monthly bank drafts, contact financial manager Tyra Johnson-Pirtle at finance@highlandsumc.net. 

Music and lyrics presented in this bulletin are reprinted with permission under CCLI Licensing#1845134. All Rights Reserved.


