
Highlands United Methodist Church

THe TwelfTH SUnday afTer PenTeCoST

aUgUST 20, 2023

10:30 a.m. Service

all are Welcome

Highlands United Methodist Church affirms that nothing can separate anyone from the love of God. We invite all to worship, 
wonder, and discover God’s grace as we aspire to create a safe space for all to participate fully in the life of this community of 
faith. We are called to shine as a beacon of hope, grace, belonging, and respect for all people. Regardless of age, gender identity, 

ethnicity, sexual orientation, family, financial status, nationality, physical or mental ability, past or future, 
there is room for you at Highlands.
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       gloria                                     Richard Proulx

(Sung by the Choir) Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 
You take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 

You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 



order for Holy Communion
Preaching – reggie holder

liturgists – the reverend mikah hudson

choirmaster and organist – richard PhilliPs

verger – dylan higgs

*Congregation please stand. Words in bold are spoken or sung by the congregation.

 Serving for Altar Guild: Dinah Hughes, Laura Williams

Serving as Ushers: Phil Amthor, Bart Trench
Serving as Lay Reader: Karen Holton

Serving as Communion Stewards: Phil and Sara Amthor

Pealing of the toWer Bells                                                                                                         Kara Cargile, Chimer

Welcome and call to WorshiP       The Reverend Mikah Hudson

Prelude                                                                        Fugue Maurice Greene (1696-1755)
from Voluntary No. IV in G Minor

*hymn in Procession 548                       In Christ There Is No East or West                                                        MCKEE

*collect for Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires are known, and from you no secrets are hidden. 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

*gloria in excelsis (See facing page)        Richard Proulx (1937-2010)

Glory to God in the highest and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, Almighty God and Father, 

We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.

(Sung by the Choir) Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 
You take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 

You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.  

For you alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord,  
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

In the glory of God the Father. Amen.

the liturgy of the Word

collect for the day

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
God of the nations, to whose table all are invited and in whose kingdom no one is a stranger: hear the cries of the hungry and 
mercifully extend to all the peoples on earth the joy of your salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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first lesson                                      Genesis 45:1-15
May these words reveal Christ to us. Thanks be to God.

*gosPel acclamation         Fintan O’Carroll (1922-1981) and Christopher Walker (b. 1947)
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*gosPel lesson

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Lesson                                                                                                                                                       Matthew 15:21-28

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.

children’s moment                                        The Reverend Mikah Hudson

Children of all ages are invited to participate. Following the Children’s Moment, all children are invited to 
Sunday School. Parents may pick up children following the service from Room E209. If this is your first time 
at Highlands, a parent is asked to accompany their child to meet staff and provide contact information.

*hymn 585             This Little Light of Mine                LATIMER

Verses 1 and 2

the homily            Reggie Holder

*affirmation of faith             CREATED BY THE YOUTH OF HIGHLANDS UMC

We believe in God, the Creator, 
 all powerful and all knowing,
 who formed us in God’s own image,  
 and calls us to justice, 
 leading us, guiding us, loving us.
We believe in God the Son, the Redeemer, 
 God among us in the form of a selfless human, 
 who teaches, forgives, and accepts us, 
 calling us to liberation and to liberate others. 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, ever present, 
 guiding us and encouraging us, 
 motivating us and enabling us, 
 sustaining us and comforting us. Amen.

the Prayers of the PeoPle        The Reverend Mikah Hudson
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the holy communion
Communion Musical Setting: A Community Mass – Richard Proulx (1937-2010)

*invitation to holy communion & the Peace

God in Christ breaks down the walls that make us strangers to ourselves and divide us from one another. We are the body of 
Christ. Around this table, we enact our faith. The Communion Table is open to all who are in love with God and their neighbor 
and seek forgiveness and healing in this broken world.
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  And also with you.  

greetings and Parish notices

offertory anthem                           With a Voice of Singing                                          
The Choir

With a voice of singing declare ye this, and let it be heard, Alleluia.  
Utter it even unto the ends of the earth. The Lord hath delivered his people. Alleluia.  

O be joyful in God, all ye lands. O sing praises to the honor of his name. Make his praise to be glorious.  
With a voice of singing declare ye this, and let it be heard, Alleluia.

Martin Shaw (1875-1958)                                                                                                                                                                              Text, Martin Shaw

*doxology 94                                                                LAST UNS ERFREUEN WITH ALLELUIAS

*the great thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

…And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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…And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy 
and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.
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...Through your Son, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now 
and forever. 
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the lord’s Prayer 895

Breaking of the Bread

the fraction anthem                           Agnus Dei
The Choir

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace.

receiving the Bread and cuP

Reflecting our conviction that God’s grace is for all people, everyone is invited to the Lord’s table.  
Please come forward as directed by the ushers to receive the sacrament. Holy Communion will be served by 
intinction; clergy will dip the bread into the cup and place in congregants’ hands. Congregants are welcome 
to  kneel at the chancel rail for prayer before returning to their seats. 

communion hymn 351                              Pass Me Not, O Gentle Savior                                                  PASS ME NOT

Congregation & The Choir
Verses 1, 2, and 4

Prayer after receiving

God of all, we give you thanks and praise that when we were still far off you met us in your Son and brought us home. Dying 
and living, he declared your love, gave us grace, and opened the gates of glory. May we who share Christ’s body, live his risen 
life; we who drink his cup, bring life to others; we whom the Spirit lights, give light to the world. Keep us firm in the hope you 
have set before us, so we and all your children shall be free, and the whole earth live to praise your name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

*hymn 632                                   Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether                                      UNION SEMINARY

Verses 1 and 3

*Blessing and sending forth

organ imProvisation on a hymn tune
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You may have heard of Atrium or even visited the beautiful and unique
space set aside for our children, yet still feel like you don’t quite
understand the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd and how it fits in at
Highlands. Join us for Adult Sunday School in the Fellowship Hall to hear
more about the goals and structure of Atrium, sample a few lessons, and
learn more about the effect of the Atrium on our youth and congregation.

THE  PLACE  OF

SEPTEMBER 10 AT 9:30 

A T R I U M
HIGHLANDSAT

Children (age 3-5th grade) are invited back for another great year in the
Atrium, starting at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday, September 10. Parents are invited
to meet the catechists and take a tour of their child's level before joining
Adult Sunday School in the Fellowship Hall. This is an intentional part of the
adult lesson; please feel free to stay and observe in the Atrium for a while.



1045 Twentieth Street South    •    Birmingham, Alabama 35205
                  (205) 933-8751    •    www.highlandsumc.net

InvITaTIon To CHrISTIan dISCIPleSHIP 

The message of the Hebrew prophets, Jesus, Paul, and the early church was always a message of welcome and inclusion 
for all. The image of God’s kingdom is of something small and insignificant growing into something larger and of great 
significance. The oppressed, the alien, and the outcast were all welcomed, included, and cared for. In this sense, our 
faith is built upon the idea of gracious hospitality. Followers of Jesus are not about walls of exclusion but bridges of 
grace and acceptance. Ours is a faith of invitation, for all to come to know Jesus as the living Christ who overcomes 
all brokenness, sin, and even death, offering a way to make all things new. This invitation extends to you. If you desire 
to explore what this means for you, please speak to a member of the clergy after the service or sometime this week. We 
welcome the opportunity to visit with you.

Welcome to highlands!
all are Welcome

A Reconciling Congregation with the Reconciling Ministries Network – rmnetwork.org

Highlands United Methodist Church is a community of disciples of Christ; a beacon of hope, inviting all  
to become new persons in Christ, to be sent into the world to share the Gospel, and to serve our neighbors;  

and a sanctuary for those in need of God’s love and grace.

Highlands United Methodist Church affirms that nothing can separate anyone from the love of God. We invite all to 
worship, wonder, and discover God’s grace as we aspire to create a safe space for all to participate fully in the life of this 
community of faith. We are called to shine as a beacon of hope, grace, belonging, and respect for all people. Regardless of 

age, gender identity, ethnicity, sexual orientation, family, financial status, nationality, physical or mental ability, past or 
future, there is room for you at Highlands.

offering

Cash or Check Giving:
•   Giving envelopes are available in the pew racks. Checks may be made payable to HUMC. 

Electronic Giving: 
•   Text gIve to 205-900-3040. A link will be provided for a simple, quick way to give with one click. 
•   Visit www.highlandsumc.net/giving to give using a debit/credit card or bank account.

Sustainable Giving:
•  To set up automatic monthly bank drafts, contact financial manager Tyra Johnson-Pirtle at finance@highlandsumc.net. 

Music and lyrics presented in this bulletin are reprinted with permission under CCLI Licensing#1845134. All Rights Reserved.


