
All Are Welcome

Highlands United Methodist Church affirms that nothing can separate anyone from the love of God. We invite all to worship, 
wonder, and discover God’s grace as we aspire to create a safe space for all to participate fully in the life of this community of 
faith. We are called to shine as a beacon of hope, grace, belonging, and respect for all people. Regardless of age, gender identity, 

ethnicity, sexual orientation, family, financial status, nationality, physical or mental ability, past or future, 
there is room for you at Highlands.

HigHlands United MetHodist CHUrCH

tHe tHirteentH sUnday after PenteCost

aUgUst 27, 2023 

10:30 a.M. serviCe





order for morning Worship
PreAching – The reverend mikAh hudson

liTurgisT – reggie Holder

ChoirmAsTer And orgAnisT – richArd Phillips

verger – Brian Bellenger

*Congregation please stand. Words in bold are spoken or sung by the congregation.

 Serving for Altar Guild: Dinah Hughes, Laura Williams

Serving as Ushers: Phil Amthor, Bart Trench

Serving as Lay Reader: Phil Amthor

PeAling of The toWer Bells                Kara Cargile, chimer

Welcome And cAll To Worship         The Reverend Mikah Hudson

prelude                        Chorale Prelude on loBe den Herren             Johann Gottfried Walther (1684-1717)
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

*hymn in procession 127                 Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah                                                                   CWM RHONDDA
Organ Improvisation: Noel Rawsthorne

*The inviTATory & gloriA pATri 70                                      MEINEKE

O Lord, open our lips. And we shall declare your praise.
We praise you, Lord. Your holy name be praised. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

*The peAce

The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  And also with you.  

*veniTe               Psalm 95: Come, Sing With Joy to God                                        DARWALL’S 148TH
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The psAlTer                                                             Psalm 124                Anglican Chant: George Mursell Garrett (1834-1897)
The Choir

Nisi quia Dominus
1 If the Lord had not been on our side, let Israel now say;

2 If the Lord had not been on our side, when enemies rose up against us;
3 Then would they have swallowed us up alive in their fierce anger toward us;

4 Then would the waters have overwhelmed us and the torrent gone over us;
5 Then would the raging waters have gone right over us.

6 Blessed be the Lord! He has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth.
7 We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler; the snare is broken, and we have escaped.

8 Our help is in the name of the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.

As it was in the beginning is now and will be forever. Amen.

The lesson                        Exodus 1:8–2:10
May these words reveal Christ to us. Thanks be to God

*CAnTicle (See inside back cover)             The First Song of Isaiah                                     Jack Noble White (1938-2019)

Surely, it is God who saves me; I will trust in him and not be afraid. 
For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, and he will be my Savior.

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing from the springs of salvation. 
And on that day you shall say, “Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his name.”

Make his deeds known among the peoples; see that they remember that his name is exalted. 
Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, and this is known in all the world.

Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy,  
for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.

Surely, it is God who saves me; I will trust in him and not be afraid. 
For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, and he will be my Savior.

children’s momenT                                                        Reggie Holder

Children of all ages are invited to participate. Following the Children’s Moment, all children are invited to 
Sunday School. Parents may pick up children following the service from Room E209. If this is your first time 
at Highlands, a parent is asked to accompany their child to meet staff and provide contact information.

*hymn 400     Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing          NETTLETON
Organ Improvisation: Gere Hancock

The homily          The Reverend Mikah Hudson

*AffirmATion of fAiTh 881                           tHe aPostles’ Creed

2



The prAyers                         Reggie Holder

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
Merciful God, grant that your Church, being gathered by your Holy Spirit into one, may reveal your glory among all peoples, 
to the honor of your name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Silent Prayer

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer 895

greeTings And pArish noTices 

offerTory AnThem                                            Amazing Grace
The Choir

This anthem was placed in the music library to the Glory of God 
and in memory of Richard Cary Phillips, father of Rick Phillips, 

by Rick and Ellen Buckner.
 

Amazing grace!  How sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found; was blind, but now I see.

The Lord has promised good to me, his word my hope secures. 
He will my shield and portion be, as long as life endures. 

Yea, when this flesh and heart shall fail, and mortal life shall cease. 
I shall possess, within the veil, a life of joy and peace. 

We’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise, than when we first begun.

Arranged by Mack Wilberg (b. 1955)                Text, John Newton

*doxology WiTh AlleluiAs 94                     LASST UNS ERFREUEN  

*hymn 479                                                                                   Jesus, Lover of My Soul                                                                                    ABERSTWYTH
Verses 1 and 4                                                                    Organ Improvisation: Noel Rawsthorne

*Blessing And sending forTh

orgAn improvisATion on A hymn Tune
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You may have heard of Atrium or even visited the beautiful and unique
space set aside for our children, yet still feel like you don’t quite
understand the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd and how it fits in at
Highlands. Join us for Adult Sunday School in the Fellowship Hall to hear
more about the goals and structure of Atrium, sample a few lessons, and
learn more about the effect of the Atrium on our youth and congregation.

THE  PLACE  OF

SEPTEMBER 10 AT 9:30 

A T R I U M
HIGHLANDSAT

Children (age 3-5th grade) are invited back for another great year in the
Atrium, starting at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday, September 10. Parents are invited
to meet the catechists and take a tour of their child's level before joining
Adult Sunday School in the Fellowship Hall. This is an intentional part of the
adult lesson; please feel free to stay and observe in the Atrium for a while.
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Verse 1

Verse 2

Verse 3

Refrain

(Repeat
Refrain)

                The First Song of Isaiah                                 Jack Noble White (1938-2019)



1045 Twentieth Street South    •    Birmingham, Alabama 35205
                  (205) 933-8751    •    www.highlandsumc.net

invitation to CHristian disCiPlesHiP 

The message of the Hebrew prophets, Jesus, Paul, and the early church was always a message of welcome and inclusion 
for all. The image of God’s kingdom is of something small and insignificant growing into something larger and of great 
significance. The oppressed, the alien, and the outcast were all welcomed, included, and cared for. In this sense, our 
faith is built upon the idea of gracious hospitality. Followers of Jesus are not about walls of exclusion but bridges of 
grace and acceptance. Ours is a faith of invitation, for all to come to know Jesus as the living Christ who overcomes 
all brokenness, sin, and even death, offering a way to make all things new. This invitation extends to you. If you desire 
to explore what this means for you, please speak to a member of the clergy after the service or sometime this week. We 
welcome the opportunity to visit with you.

Welcome To highlAnds!
All Are Welcome

A Reconciling Congregation with the Reconciling Ministries Network – rmnetwork.org

Highlands United Methodist Church is a community of disciples of Christ; a beacon of hope, inviting all  
to become new persons in Christ, to be sent into the world to share the Gospel, and to serve our neighbors;  

and a sanctuary for those in need of God’s love and grace.

Highlands United Methodist Church affirms that nothing can separate anyone from the love of God. We invite all to 
worship, wonder, and discover God’s grace as we aspire to create a safe space for all to participate fully in the life of this 
community of faith. We are called to shine as a beacon of hope, grace, belonging, and respect for all people. Regardless of 

age, gender identity, ethnicity, sexual orientation, family, financial status, nationality, physical or mental ability, past or 
future, there is room for you at Highlands.

offering

Cash or Check Giving:
•   Giving envelopes are available in the pew racks. Checks may be made payable to HUMC. 

Electronic Giving: 
•   Text give to 205-900-3040. A link will be provided for a simple, quick way to give with one click. 
•   Visit www.highlandsumc.net/giving to give using a debit/credit card or bank account.

Sustainable Giving:
•  To set up automatic monthly bank drafts, contact financial manager Tyra Johnson-Pirtle at finance@highlandsumc.net. 

Music and lyrics presented in this bulletin are reprinted with permission under CCLI Licensing#1845134. All Rights Reserved.


