
Highlands United Methodist Church

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

AUgUSt 6, 2017
10:30 A.M. ServiCe

Highlands United Methodist Church affirms that nothing can separate anyone from the love of God. We invite all to worship, wonder, 
and discover God’s grace as we aspire to create a safe space for all to participate fully in the life of this community of faith. We are called 
to shine as a beacon of hope, grace, belonging, and respect for all people. Regardless of age, gender identity, ethnicity, sexual orientation, 

family, financial status, nationality, physical or mental ability, past or future, there is room for you at Highlands.
† All children are welcome to stay in worship, or a nursery is provided for ages 4 and younger. An usher will be happy to direct you

there. Children ages 4 to 2nd grade are encouraged to come to the chancel when called to the Children’s Moment and may then attend 
Children’s Church or return to be with their family. If you are visiting today or this is your child’s first time in Children’s Church, 
we ask that a parent accompany their child downstairs in order to provide emergency contact information and meet our staff.

† Children’s bulletins, books, and crayons are available from the ushers for use in worship.  

† Please pick up a guest welcome bag after worship to learn more about Highlands. Feel free to call or email the church with any
questions or pastoral care needs. We would love to have the opportunity to visit with you.  

† Parking is free on Sundays at all metered street spaces near the church, at the Hotel Highland Parking Deck on Magnolia Avenue,
and in the Highlands Bar and Grill lot on 11th Avenue South.





Order for Holy Communion
Preaching – the reverend Mikah Hudson

Liturgist – the reverend Deb Welsh

Choirmaster and Organist – richard Phillips

Children’s Moment – reggie Holder

*Congregation please stand
Words in bold are spoken or sung by the congregation.

 

Pealing of the tower Bells                                                                                     David Busby, Chimer

Call to Worship and Prelude                                Offertoire                                  Alexandré Guilmant (1837-1911)
from Seven Pieces for Organ–Opus 77, No. 1

*Hymn in Procession 185                                   When Morning Gilds the Skies                         LAUDES DOMINI
Organ Improvisation: Noel Rawsthorne

*Collect for Purity    

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. And also with you.

Let us pray:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires are known, and from you no secrets 
are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

*gloria in excelsis (See pew insert)           Glory to You                                                             John Rutter (b. 1945)

1. Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers;
you are worthy of praise; glory to you.

2. Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name;
we will praise you and highly exalt you forever.

3. Glory to you in the splendor of your temple;
on the throne of your majesty, glory to you.

4. Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim;
we will praise you and highly exalt you forever.

5. Glory to you, beholding the depths;
in the high vault of heaven, glory to you.

6. Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit;
we will praise you and highly exalt you forever.

Serving for Altar Guild:  Janet Holt

Serving as Ushers:  Jason Rocks, Bart Trench

Serving as Communion Stewards:  Lindsay Dawson, Michele Nailen, Mary Elizabeth Neal

Serving as Verger:  Brian Bellenger

Serving as Lay Reader:  Michele Nailen



Psalm 17:1-8, 15                                                                                                                Chant: Hal H. Hopson (b. 1933)
Tone: Gregorian VIIIg

The cantor will sing the Response first, followed by all.

The cantor will sing the verses.

1  Hear my plea of innocence, O LORD; give heed to my cry; * listen to my prayer, which does not come from lying lips.
2  Let my vindication come forth from your presence; * let your eyes be fixed on justice.

3  Weigh my heart, summon me by night, * melt me down; you will find no impurity in me.
4  I give no offense with my mouth as others do; * I have heeded the words of your lips.

5  My footsteps hold fast to the ways of your law; * in your paths my feet shall not stumble. (R)

6  I call upon you, O God, for you will answer me; * incline your ear to me and hear my words.
7  Show me your marvelous loving-kindness, *

 O Savior of those who take refuge at your right hand from those who rise up against them.
8  Keep me as the apple of your eye; * hide me under the shadow of your wings,

15  Whose bellies you fill with your treasure, *
who are well supplied with children and leave their wealth to their little ones. (R)

First Lesson                                                                                                                Genesis 32:22-31
 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

the Children’s Moment                                                      Reggie Holder

*Sequence Hymn 386                         Come, O Thou Traveler Unknown                     CANDLer

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

*gospel Lesson         Matthew 14:13-21

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.

the Sermon                                        The Reverend Mikah Hudson

Service of Holy Communion
Musical Setting:  Elise Eslinger (b. 1943)

*invitation to Holy Communion

God in Christ breaks down the walls that make us strangers to ourselves and divide us from one another. We are the body of 
Christ. Around this table, we enact our faith. The Communion Table is open to all who are in love with God and their neigh-
bor and seek forgiveness and healing in this broken world.

	



*the Peace

The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  And also with you. 
 

greeting and Parish Notices

the Offertory                                                        O Lord Most Holy                                    
Thomas Head, baritone

O Lord most holy, O Lord most holy,
O loving Father, we would e’er be praising Thee.

Help us to praise Thee, praise Thee and love Thee;
Father, Father, grant us Thy loving care;

Rule Thou our willful hearts, Keep thine our wand’ring thoughts;
In all our sorrows, let us find our rest in Thee; when, in temptation’s hour,
Come with Thy mighty power, Save us O Save us; Now we beseech Thee;

Grant us Thy mercy, So shall we praise Thee for evermore.

Cesar Franck (1822-1890)                                                                                                                                                                                         Text, Saint Thomas Aquinas

*Doxology with Alleluias 94               LASSt UNS erFreUeN

*tHe greAt tHANkSgiviNg

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

…And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

…And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and 
living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.



…Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now 
and forever.

the Lord’s Prayer 895

Breaking of the Bread                                                       

the Fraction Anthem                                      Jesus Lamb of God                                        William Mathias (1934-1992)

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins: have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world: give us your peace.

receiving the Bread and Cup

MUSiC DUriNg COMMUNiON

Organ Solo                                                                 Berceuse                                           Alexandré Guilmant (1837-1911) 
from Seven Pieces for Organ–Opus 77, No. 1

 
Prayer after receiving

invitation to Christian Discipleship

 
*Hymn 614                              For the Bread Which You Have Broken, verses 1, 2, 4                FOR THE BREAD

*the Blessing and Sending Forth

*Choral Benediction                                     God Be With You   Ralph Vaughn Williams (1872-1958)

After the retiring procession concludes, you are invited to be seated in the Sanctuary until the conclusion of the voluntary. 

*voluntary in Procession                                 Postlude-Grand Choeur                                      Alexandré Guilmant (1837-1911)
from Seven Pieces for Organ–Opus 77, No. 1

Pealing of the tower Bells

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR … are given to the glory of God by Doreen and Chase Fell and Nancy and Randall Wells.  Both 
couples were married at Highlands 25 years ago, August 1, 1992.

 Highlands is truly blessed to have such committed people in the choir who offer their gifts to the worship services, 
which inspire us and feed our souls each week. During the next few weeks, we are giving the full choir a well-deserved 
break. We will  continue to have a small chamber choir or soloist to provide special music during worship at this time.



Students of all ages are encouraged 
to bring their backpacks to worship 
and receive a blessing for the new 

school year.  

Remember to bring donations for the 
UAB Student Food and Supply Pantry! 

Cereal, oatmeal/grits, canned fruit/meats, mac & cheese, pasta and 
sauce, juice, snacks, college-rule paper, index cards, pens, pencils, 

binders, highlighters, hygiene items, etc. 



1045 Twentieth Street South        Birmingham, Alabama 35205
                   (205) 933-8751        highlandsumc.net •

 •


