
Highlands United Methodist Church

Fourth Sunday of Advent

The Children’s Christmas Pageant

DeCeMber 23, 2018
10:30 A.M. ServiCe      
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The bulletin cover is a mural of the Nativity, painted by the children of Highlands as a part of a Vacation Bible 
School project in the early 1990s. The painting was conceived and organized by Marie Jeff and her daughter Leslie 
Davis. The mural hangs in the Church School Building hallway opposite the Choir Room and is part of a collection 
of murals throughout the church that include:  the Creation story, the Prodigal Son and the Journeys of Paul. 

Today’s Christmas Pageant has evolved over many years and was written by longtime Highlands’ staff member, 
Allie Norton Forte, and published by Abington Press as The Story of Christmas. Pageant costumes were designed by 
Suzy Baker, Gayle Douglas and Marie Jeff. 



Welcome to highlands!

Highlands United Methodist Church affirms that nothing can separate anyone from the love of God. We invite all to 
worship, wonder, and discover God’s grace as we aspire to create a safe space for all to participate fully in the life of this 

community of faith. We are called to shine as a beacon of hope, grace, belonging, and respect for all people. Regardless of age, 
ethnicity, gender identity, sexual orientation, family, financial status, nationality, physical or mental ability, past or future, 

there is room for you at Highlands.

† All children are welcome to participate in worship.  A nursery is provided for ages 4 and younger; an usher will be 
happy to direct you. Children’s bulletins, books, and crayons are available from the ushers for use in worship.  

† Please visit the hospitality table in the Greeting Space after worship for a homemade treat and information about the 
Highlands family. Feel free to call or email the church with any questions or pastoral care needs. We would love to 
have the opportunity to visit with you.  

† Parking is free on Sundays at all metered street spaces near the church, at public parking deck on Magnolia Avenue, 
and in the Highlands Bar and Grill lot on 11th Avenue South.



Order for Morning Worship
Preaching – reggie Holder

Liturgists – The reverend Mikah Hudson and The reverend Deb Welsh

Choirmaster and Organist – richard Phillips

*Congregation please stand. Words in bold are spoken or sung by the congregation.

Serving as Altar Guild:  Beth Douthit, Lynn Hairston, Valerie Nash
Serving as Ushers:  Porter Fell, Maurice Green

Acolytes:  Virginia Hunt, Ben Shacka, Victoria Thompson, Hannah Wheeler
Serving as Verger:  Brian Bellenger

Serving as Lay Reader: Anne Buckley

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God in loving memory of Dr. and Mrs. Albert Huey Green and Hubert Myatt Green  
by the Green, Satterfield, and McClain families.

Pealing of the ToWer bells                                                                                                            Suzanne Phillips, Chimer

Call to Worship and Prelude                                       Air                                                 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)
From Orchestral Suite No. 3 - Movement No. 2

BWV 1068

*Hymn in Procession 206            I Want to Walk As A Child of the Light                                        HOUSTON

*The invitatory & Gloria Patri 70                                      MEINEKE

O Lord, open our lips. And we shall declare your praise.
We praise you, Lord. Your holy name be praised. 

*The Peace

*venite       Psalm 95: Come, Sing With Joy to God                                 DARWALL’S 148TH
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Lighting of the Advent Candles                              Pifa                                            George Frederick Handel (1685-1759)
from MESSIAH 

THe Lesson                                         Isaiah 11:1-10
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

The Prayers                                                        The Reverend Deb Welsh

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

God our Redeemer, you chose Mary to be the mother of our Lord and Savior. Fill us with your grace that in all things we may 
embrace your holy will and with her rejoice in your salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord who is alive and reigns with you, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Silent Prayer

Prayers of the People

The Lord’s Prayer 895

Greetings and Parish Notices 

Offertory Anthem                                        And the Glory of the Lord
from MESSIAH

The Choir

And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together;
For the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.

George Frederick Handel                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        Text, Isaiah XL:5

*Doxology With Alleluias 94 
       
*Sequence Hymn 729                            O Day of Peace That Dimly Shines                                                    JERUSALEM

Homily                                                        Reggie Holder

the children’s christmas pageant

Hymn                                                     O Come, All Ye Faithful                                                          ADESTE FIDELES 
Congregation

O come all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem. 
Come and behold him, born the King of angels; 

O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

The Prophecy

Hymn                                               O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                                                       VENI EMMANUEL 
Congregation

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.



The Annunciation

Hymn                                               Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming                                                              ES IST EIN ROS 
Congregation

Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung!  
Of Jesse’s linage coming, as those of old have sung. 

It came, a floweret bright, amid the cold of winter, when half spent was the night. 

The Visitation

Hymn                                                    Infant Holy, Infant Lowly                                                            W ZLOBIE LEZY 
Congregation

Infant holy, infant lowly, for his bed a cattle stall; 
Oxen lowing, little knowing, Christ the babe is Lord of all. 

Swift are winging, angels singing, noels ringing, tidings bringing: 
Christ the babe is Lord of all. 

The Birth of Jesus

Hymn                                                  O Little Town of Bethlehem                                                            ST. LOUIS

Congregation

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie; 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by. 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light; 
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

The Prophecy Fulfilled

Hymn                                                Hark! the Herald Angels Sing                                                             MENDELSSOHN 
Congregation

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies; 
with th’angelic host  proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

The Shepherds and the Angels
Hymn                                                                  He Is Born                                                                                            IL EST NE 

Congregation

He is born, the holy Child, play the oboe and bagpipes merrily! 
He is born, the holy Child, sing we all of the Savior mild. 

Thru long ages of the past, prophets have foretold his coming;  
Thru long ages of the past, now the time has come at last!

He is born, the holy Child, play the oboe and bagpipes merrily! 
He is born, the holy Child, sing we all of the Savior mild. 



The Visit of the Magi
Hymn                                                            We Three Kings                                                        KINGS OF ORIENT                                                            

Congregation

We three kings of Orient are, bearing gifts we traverse afar, 
Field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star.

Refrain:  O star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright,
Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light.

Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain, gold I bring to crown him again, 
King forever, ceasing never, over us all to reign.       Refrain

Frankincense to offer have I; incense owns a Deity nigh, 
Prayer and praising, voices raising, worshiping God on high.       Refrain

Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume breathes of life of gathering gloom; 
Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, sealed in the stone-cold tomb.       Refrain

Glorious now behold him arise; King and God and sacrifice: 
Alleluia, Alleluia, sounds through the earth and skies.       Refrain

Finale

Hymn                                                                    Away in a Manger                                                  AWAY IN A MANGER                                            

The Children’s Choir

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
The stars in the sky looked down where he lay, the little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.

Hymn                                                 Let There Be Peace on Earth                                                                      WORLD PEACE

Soloist - Sophia Green

Solo:   Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me.

Children’s Choir:    Let there be peace on earth the peace that was meant to be. With God our creator, children all are we. 
   Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony. 

All:      Let peace begin with me; let this be the moment now. 
   With every step I take, let this be my solemn vow:  
   to take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally. 
   Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me.

*blessing and Sending Forth

Children will remain in place until the conclusion of the voluntary for photographs.  Parents may collect children from the Chancel.

*voluntary                                               Improvisation on FRENCH CAROL                   Richard Phillips (b. 1959)

*pealing of the toWer bells



Violin – Levon Margoryan     Violin – Yuriko Yasuda     

Viola – Michael Fernandez     Cello – Warren Samples     

Assisting Organist – Scott Welch

Musicians

Narrators – Norah & Ryanne Trench

Angel Gabriel – Sophia Green

Gabriel’s Angels – Reed Forrester, Amelia Rathmell

Mary – Bess Forrester

Elizabeth – Julia Stowe

Joseph – James Halliday

Inn Keeper – Will Soong

Magi – Harper Boyd, Nathan Green, Liam Stowe

Star Bearer – Anna Erdberg

Donkeys – Ann Harper Nash, Mack Forrester

Sheep – Broughton Davenport, Lila Erdberg

Cow – Lucas Starnes

Tiger – Lucy Edmondson

Camel – Beatrice Lowery, John Marshall Rathmell

Elephant – Emmalynne Hudson, Cade Smith

Angels – 

Adelia Arnold, Polly Dawson, Eleanor &  Miriam Hudson

Shepherds – 

Sedgie Edmondson, Whit Hudson, Robert White

Christmas Pageant Cast
Director – Mary Elizabeth Neal

Special thanks to all those who have lead us in worship through dance this Advent season: 

Lucy Edmondson, Bess Forrester, Reed Forrester, Emmalynne Hudson, Eleanor Hudson,  Miriam Hudson, 

Gradie Lowery, Amelia Rathmell, John Marshall Rathmell, Madeline Solomon, Mary Solomon, 

Katie Soong, Julia Stowe, and Lydia Wheeler

Sacred Dancers
Coordinator – Jenny Hughes



Sanctuary Advent Wreath: Lisa & Steve Alexander;  Joy McPherson & Mark Chambers

Chapel Advent Wreath: Andrea & Goodloe White

Sanctuary Chrismon Tree: Coke & Kelly Williams

Balcony Wreaths: Brian Bellenger in honor of the Choir, Acolytes, and Worship 

Committee

Wreaths in the Chapel: Carolyn & Jim Delk;  Suzanne & Jim Hoye in honor of Deb 

Welsh and in honor and memory of their parents

Wreaths in the Sanctuary: Lisa & Steve Alexander;  Joy McPherson & Mark Chambers

Wreaths on Exterior Doors: Beth Douthit in memory of Elvin and Elizabeth Douthit;  

Lynn & Dick L’Eplattenier in memory of Abigail;  Romona & Jim Shannon in honor 

of James Maben Shannon, III;  Scott & Lillie Corinne Welch in honor of Billie Smith 

Manning and in memory of Gail Finch Parmley;  Kathy Burdette;  Celia & Jeff Davenport;  

Ann Day Hunt;  Betsy Mackin; Deirdre & Creighton Mason;  Tyra Pirtle;  April & 

Jonathan Sides

Poinsettias: Clarence Crump in memory of Kathleen Kauffman and Henrietta Crump; 

Dinah Hughes in memory of her mother, Virginia Lenon;  Fran Hopkins in memory of Jeff 

Hopkins;  Reina & John McFarlin in memory of Donald D. White;  Judy Mills in memory 

of Margaret Mills;  Jody Stewart in memory of Johnny & Joel Stewart;  Celia & Jeff 

Davenport;  Denise & Bill Williams in memory of Bill and Wilma Williams;  Cinda York

Garland over High Altar: PJ & Steve Ellis

Greenery and Poinsettias in the Greeting Space: Glenn Mask in memory of Bradford 

and Margaret Kidd and in honor of Rick Phillips and The Choir

On this fourth Sunday of the Advent season, the following are given to the glory of God:

Throughout the season of Advent, the Sanctuary and church building will be adorned with garlands, wreaths, 
poinsettias, and altar flowers.  More is added each week, so that as we approach Christmas, we will experience 
increasing beauty in our worship spaces. We wish to offer special thanks to Glenn Mask for his gifts and talents 
during the season to bring this beauty to life. 



Christmas Day Community Breakfast
December 25, 2018

9:00-10:00 am

Community Ministries needs breakfast casseroles, fresh whole fruit, and milk to serve on Christmas Day. 
Items can be dropped off at Christmas Eve services or bring them on Christmas morning. 

If you can’t serve but want to help, please consider making a donation to the Community Ministries fund.  
Checks can be made to Highlands United Methodist Church with “Christmas breakfast” in the memo 

line and dropped in the offering plate today.

Contact Deb Welsh at deb@highlandsumc.net to sign up to serve and check volunteer arrival time.



Twelfth Night 
silent retreat

 
a time of silent 

prayer, meditation, 

and contemplation 

for the close of 

Christmastide 

January 5, 2019 | 3-5 p.m. 

www.highlandsumc.net/events/twelfth-night

Enter by way of the 

parking lot door.  



Giving Matters Update
Thank you to all who have made a pledge to support our 
ministries in 2019!  We currently have received 115 pledges 
totaling $730,381.00.  If you have not yet made your pledge 
for 2019, please consider doing before the end of the year.  
Pledge cards are available from the ushers and may be left 
in the offering plate, returned to the church office, or com-
pleted online at www.highlandsumc.net/pledge.  

2018 Year-End Giving Guidelines
Please consider this important reminder regarding giving 
to Highlands. In order for contributions to be tax deduct-
ible for 2018, they must:

By mail: be postmarked on or before December 31.
Online: be completed by midnight (CST) December 31.
Hand Delivered: be delivered to the church office no 
later than 4 pm on Monday, December 31 or placed in 
the offering plate on Sunday, December 30.  

If you would like to make a gift of stock to the church, we 
have accounts with Charles Schwab and Morgan Stanley.  
Please contact Tyra Pirtle in the church office (finance@
highlandsumc.net or 933-8751 x103) and she will provide 
you with the church account number and transfer codes.  
Your contributions to the church are greatly appreciated!

Discovery Weekend Youth Retreat - Jan. 11-13
Discovery Weekend is our annual youth spiritual forma-
tion retreat.  This year’s Discovery Weekend is January 11-
13, 2019 at Camp Sumatanga. The cost of the weekend is 
$100, which includes lodging, meals, and transportation.  
All youth, grades 6–12, are invited.  Registration is open at 
www.highlandsumc.net/discovery until December 30.

Holiday Office and Community Ministries Hours
The Church Office will close at NOON on Christmas Eve 
and will be closed Christmas Day and December 26.

The Church Office will close on December 31 at NOON.  
Financial Manager’s Office will remain open until 4 PM.
The Church Office will be closed New Year’s Day.

Community Ministries will be closed December 26, 2018 
through January 1, 2019.  

Happening at Highlands

highlandsumc.net

Welcome to Highlands!
Hospes venit, Christes venit - When the guest comes, Christ comes.
Join us in the Greeting Space following 10:30 AM worship 
for a taste of homemade bread prepared by our members. 
Visitors are especially encouraged to come by for a small gift 
and to learn more about the Highlands family. 

ShelbyNext Online Directory Photos - Today
Have you tried our new online directory, ShelbyNext?  
Through the directory, you can see contact information 
and photos of Highlands members, as well as our calen-
dar and other ways to be involved in the life of the church. 
It is an easy way to get to know your church family and 
put names with faces – that is, if everyone has an uploaded 
photo! If you need a new photo for the directory, a photog-
rapher will be available today at the top of the stairs in the 
Greeting Space.  Please stop by for a quick snapshot.  We 
would like all current members to have an updated photo 
uploaded to ShelbyNext by January 6, 2019 for a printed 
directory. If you need help getting started with ShelbyNext, please 
contact Mary Elizabeth Neal at maryelizabeth@highlandsumc.net.

Community Ministries Christmas Needs
Christmas can be a  hard time for some.  Many of our com-
munity ministries friends have lost or are separated from 
their families and feel that loss especially during the hol-
idays.  As we celebrate the season, let us also remember.  
Community Ministries needs cooked breakfast casseroles 
and fresh, whole fruit (bananas and oranges) to serve on 
Christmas Day.  Monetary donations and/or contributions 
of these items are welcome.  Donations can be brought to 
Christmas Eve services.  If you are able to host a table at 
Christmas Day breakfast (time commitment 8:15-10:15 AM), 
please contact Deb Welsh at deb@highlandsumc.net.  

Open Table Holiday Homebound Connection
This holiday season our Open Table community is ask-
ing your family to spread Christmas cheer to Highlands’ 
homebound members.   Visit the table in the Greeting 
Space to pick up contact information for one of these 
members.  Thank you for helping to spread the love of 
Christ to our homebound members this Advent season.

KEEP IN PRAYER...
Therese Avant 
Don Delashaw
Stan Hart
Pamela Huck
Debbie Lagarde
Annella Lagarde
Brian McFarlin

Brook Morris
Yvonne Norton
Pat Quellhorst (Fairhaven Rehab)
Nancy Sawyer
Kathleen & Tommy Thompson
Virginia Timmons
Chuck Tyndal 

Lisa, sister of Angela Chramer 
Mark Carleton, brother of Lynn Hairston
Sharon Self, mother of Michelle Jones
Lisa Mason Gay, sister of Creighton Mason
Chris Hartley, son-in-law of John McFarlin
Judy Trench, mother of Bart Trench

Contact information for those on this list is available from Deb Welsh.

http://www.highlandsumc.net


Artwork by Richard Long 

Monday, December 24, 2018 – Christmas Eve Services
4:15 p.m.  Music of Christmas, Choral Concert

5:00 p.m.  Holy Communion and Candlelight Service
*Nursery available for children age 4 and younger

10:15 p.m.  Music of Christmas, Choral Concert
11:00 p.m.  Holy Communion and Candlelight Service

*Incense will be used in the 11 p.m. service

Tuesday, December 25, 2018 – Christmas Day
9:00 a.m.  Community Christmas Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall

Sunday, December 30, 2018 – First Sunday of Christmas
10:30 a.m.  Service of Lessons and Carols for Christmas

*There will be no 8:30 a.m. Worship, Sunday School, Nursery, or Children’s Church

1045 Twentieth Street South        Birmingham, Alabama 35205
                   (205) 933-8751        highlandsumc.net •

 •

Vision Statement

Highlands United Methodist Church is a community of disciples of Christ; 
a beacon of hope, inviting all to become new persons in Christ

to be sent into the world to share the Gospel and to serve our neighbors; 
and a sanctuary for those in need of God’s love and grace.


