
Highlands United Methodist Church

Christmas Eve Worship

December 24, 2017
11:00 p.M. SErviCE

      
    H

IG

HLA
N

D
S 

 U
N

IT
E

D
  M

E
T

H
O

D
IS

T 
 C

HURCH     
                L OVE  GOD

  AN
D

  SE
R

V
E

  YO
U

R
  N

EIGHBOR



Highlands United Methodist Church affirms that nothing can separate anyone from the love of God. We invite all 
to worship, wonder, and discover God’s grace as we aspire to create a safe space for all to participate fully in the 

life of this community of faith.

We are called to shine as a beacon of hope, grace, belonging and respect for all people. Regardless of age, gender 
identity, ethnicity, sexual orientation, family, financial status, nationality, physical or mental ability, past  

or future, there is room for you at Highlands.

† All children are welcome to stay in worship, or a nursery is provided for ages 4 and younger. An usher will be happy
to direct you there. Children ages 4 to 2nd grade are encouraged to come to the chancel when called to the Children’s 
Moment and may then attend Children’s Church or return to be with their family. If you are visiting today or this is 
your child’s first time in Children’s Church, we ask that a parent accompany the child downstairs in order to provide 
emergency contact information and meet our staff.

† Children’s bulletins, books, and crayons are available from the ushers for use in worship.  ,
† Please pick up a guest welcome bag after worship to learn more about Highlands. Feel free to call or email the church

with any questions or pastoral care needs. We would love to have the opportunity to visit with you.  

† Parking is free on Sundays at all metered street spaces near the church, at the Hotel Highland Parking Deck on
Magnolia Avenue, and in the Highlands Bar and Grill lot on 11th Avenue South.



Christmas Eve Service
Music of Christmas

Chimes from the Tower Bells                                                                                                       Suzanne Phillips

preludes                                                      The Best of Rooms   
Christ, He requires still, wheresoe’er He comes; To feed or lodge, to have the best of rooms:
Give Him the choice; grant Him the nobler part; Of all the house: the best of all’s the heart.

Gerald Near (b. 1942)                                                                                                                                                                                                                         Text, Robert Harrick

Good King Wenceslas

Good King Wenceslas looked out on the feast of Stephen when the snow lay round about deep and crisp and even 
Brightly shone the moon that night though the frost was cruel when a poor man came in sight gath’ring winter fuel.
“Hither, page, and stand by me If thou know’st it, telling yonder peasant, who is he? where and what his dwelling?”

 “Sire, he lives a good league hence underneath the mountain right against the forest fence by Saint Agnes’ fountain.”
“Bring me flesh and bring me wine bring me pine logs hither thou and I will see him dine when we bear him thither.

“Page and monarch forth they went forth they went together through the rude wind’s wild lament and the bitter weather
“Sire, the night is darker now And the wind blows stronger fails my heart, I know not how, I can go no longer.”

 “Mark my footsteps, my good page tread thou in them boldly thou shalt find the winter’s rage Freeze thy blood less coldly.”
In his master’s steps he trod where the snow lay dinted heat was in the very sod Which the Saint had printed 

Therefore, Cristian men, be sure wealth or rank possessing ye who now will bless the poor Shall yourselves find blessing.

Melody from Piae Cantiones (1582)                               J. M. Neale
Arranged by Sir David Willcocks (1919-2015)

Away in a Manger

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 
The stars in the sky looked down where he lay, the little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes; 
I love thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay close by me forever, and love me, I pray; 
bless all the dear children in thy tender care, and fit us for heaven to live with thee there.

Arranged by Walter L. Pelz (b. 1926)                                                                              Text, Traditional American 

Carol of the Bells
Hark? how the bells; sweet silver bells, all seem to say, “Throw cares away.”  Christmas is here bringing good cheer to young

and old, meek and the bold. Ding, dong, ding, dong, that is their song, with joyful ring, all caroling.  One seems to hear, 
words of good cheer, from ev’rywhere filling the air O, how they pound, raising the sound, o’er hill and dale, telling their tale, 

gaily they ring, while people sing song of good cheer, Christmas is here! Merry, merry, merry, merry Christmas!  
On, on they send, on without end their joyful tone to ev’ry home.

M. Leontovich: Arranged by Peter J. Wilhousky (1902-1978)                                                                                                                                                    Text, Peter J. Wilhousky

                                                                                             Chorale Prelude on STILLE NACHT     Franklin Eddings (b. 1934)
(Silent Night)

Levon Margaryan, violin 
Richard Phillips, organ 



Christmas Eve Service
Order for Holy Communion

Communion Service Musical Setting C – Franz Schubert (1797-1828)

preaching – The reverend Mikah Hudson

Liturgist – The reverend Deb Welsh

Choirmaster and Organist – richard phillips

*Congregation please stand. Words in bold are spoken or sung by the congregation.

Call to Worship                           
Behold, I bring you good news of a great joy which will come to all the people; for to you is born this day a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord.

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

*Hymn in procession 234                       O Come, All Ye Faithful                                                          ADESTE FIDELES
Descant Setting: Sir David Willcocks     

Organ Improvisation: Richard Phillips

*Collect for Christmas Eve

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Let us pray:  Almighty God, by the birth of your Holy Child Jesus you gave us a great light to dawn on our darkness. Grant 
that in his light we may see light. Bestow upon us that most excellent Christmas gift of love to all people, so that the likeness 
of your Son may be formed in us, and that we may have the ever brightening hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our 
Savior who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

*Gloria in Excelsis (Sung by The Choir)             OLD SCOTTISH CHANT

(Text, UMH 82)

Lighting of the Advent Candles                                Pifa                                            George Frederick Handel (1685-1759)
from MESSIAH

Sacred Dancers

First Lesson                                        Isaiah 9:2-7 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Serving for Altar Guild:  Beth Douthit, Lynn Hairston, Valerie Nash
Serving as Ushers:  Porter Fell, Maurice Green

Serving as Verger:  Brian Bellenger
Acolytes:  Michele Nailen 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath: Elisabeth Archer
Communion Stewards: Melinda Adkins, Mark Hughes



psalter                                                         Psalm 96:1-4, 11-12                        Anglican Chant:  Alan Gray (1855-1935)
The Choir

Sing to the LORD a new song; * sing to the LORD, all the whole earth.
Sing to the LORD and bless his Name; * proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day.

Declare his glory among the nations * and his wonders among all peoples.
For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; * he is more to be feared than all gods.

Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea thunder and all that is in it; * let the field be joyful and all that is therein.
Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy before the LORD when he comes, * when he comes to judge the earth.

Second Lesson                         Titus 2:11-14
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*Sequence Hymn 219                                           What Child Is This                                                             GREENSLEEVES
Organ Improvisation: Noel Rawsthorne     

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. Glory to you, Lord Christ.

*Gospel Lesson                  Luke 2:1-20 (KJV)

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Homily                         The Reverend Mikah Hudson

*The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 
Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For 
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgive-
ness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

prayers of the people                                      The Reverend Deb Welsh



Service of Holy Communion

*invitation to Holy Communion

God in Christ breaks down the walls that make us strangers to ourselves and divide us from one another. We are the body  
of Christ.  Around this table, we enact our faith. The Communion Table is open to all who are in love with God and their 
neighbor and seek forgiveness and healing in this broken world.  

*The peace

The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.

Greetings and parish Notices 

The Offertory                                                 Still, Still, Still
The Choir

Levon Margaryan, violin 
 

Still, still, still one can hear the falling snow. For all is hushed, the world is sleeping, Holy Star its vigil keeping. 
Still, still, still one can hear the falling snow. Sleep, sleep, sleep, ‘tis the eve of our Saviour’s birth. 

The night is peaceful all around you, 
close your eyes, let sleep surround you. Sleep, sleep, sleep ‘tis the eve of our Saviour’s birth. 

Dream, dream, dream of the joyous day to come. 
While guardian angels without number watch you as you sweetly slumber. 

Dream, dream, dream of the joyous day to come. 

Norman Luboff (1917-1987)              Text, Marylyn Keith and Alan Bergman

  
*Doxology with Alleluias 94        

*The Great Thanksgiving

	



…Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing 
this hymn to proclaim the glory of your name.

…Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

…All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him and with him and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever.

The Lord’s prayer 895

Agnus Dei (Sung by The Choir)

receiving the Bread and Cup

Worshipers are invited to move forward to receive Holy Communion by intinction, the ancient tradition of dipping the  
bread into the cup. Communion will be brought to those who prefer to remain seated; please indicate that preference to an  
usher. Reflecting our conviction that God’s grace is for all people, everyone, regardless of religious tradition, is invited to 
receive Holy Communion. 

Music During Communion
(The congregation is invited to sing along with The Choir.)

Hymn                                                                                                          Away in a Manger               AWAY IN A MANGER  
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. The stars in 
the sky looked down where He lay, the little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.



Hymn                                                                                           O Little Town of Bethlehem                     ST. LOUIS  
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie; above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent 
stars go by. Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light; the hopes and fears of all the years 
are met in thee tonight.

Hymn                                                                                     It Came Upon the Midnight Clear                          CAROL  
It came upon the midnight clear, the glorious song of old, from angels bending near the earth, to 
touch their harps of gold, “Peace on earth, good will to men, from heaven’s all gracious King.” The 
world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing.

Hymn                                                                                                             The First Noel                         THE FIRST NOEL  
The first Noel the angel did say was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; in fields where 
they lay keeping their sheep, on a cold winter’s night that was so deep. Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, 
born is the King of Israel.

prayer after receiving Communion

God our Father, in this night you have made known to us again the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ:  Confirm our 
faith and fix our eyes on him until the day dawns and Christ the Morning Star rises in our hearts. To him be glory both now 
and forever. Amen.  

*Hymn 246                                                                    Joy to the World                                                                                                      ANTIOCH
   Organ Improvisation: Noel Rawsthorne

Please follow in procession to the front lawn.

*Hymn                                                                            Silent Night, Holy Night                                                                  STILLE NACHT 
All:          Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright round yon virgin 
                 mother and child. Holy infant, so tender and mild, sleep in
                 heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

All:          Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight; glories 
                 stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing Alleluia!  Christ 
                 the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born!

All:          Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light; radiant 
                 beams from thy holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus,
                 Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

All:          Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light; with the 
                 angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King; Christ the Savior is born, 
                Christ the Savior is born!

*Blessing and Sending Forth

We welcome to our worship services Levon Margaryan, violinist with the Alabama Symphony Orchestra.



Sanctuary Advent Wreath: Lisa and Steve Alexander; Joy McPherson and Mark Chambers

Chapel Advent Wreath: Jeff and Celia Davenport

Sanctuary Chrismon Tree: Coke and Kelly Williams

Balcony Wreath: Susan Gray in memory of Frances Mitchell and Vernon Owens

Flowers on the Altar: Carolyn and Bill Satterfield in memory of Dr. and Mrs. Albert Huey Green

Garland over the Altar: Beverly and Roy Crawford

Altar Window Urns: Deirdre and Creighton Mason in memory of Bud and Lucille Johnson; Renee 

Peacock in honor of Callen & Will Thistle, Lauren Sibyl & Richard Jacques

Garland in the Chancel: Brian Bellenger in honor of Rick Phillips and The Choir

Processional Cross Greenery: Suzanne and Rick Phillips in honor of Lucy and Gracie Phillips

Processional Torch Greenery: Romona and Jim Shannon in memory of Donald D. White

Chapel Wreaths: Judy Mills in memory of Margaret Mills; Mary Elizabeth Neal and Lindsay 

Dawson in memory of Paulette Curry; Carolyn and Jim Delk in honor of the church staff; Joy 

McPherson and Mark Chambers; Andrea and Goodloe White

Sanctuary Wreaths: Cheryl Williams in memory of Abbott Williams; Andrea & Goodloe White

Exterior Wreaths: Alison and Dan Starnes in memory of Eddie Starnes; Valerie and Warren Nash 

in memory of Frances and Henry Nash; Lynn and Dick L’Eplattenier in memory of Nell Alexander; 

Kathi and Roger Ash in honor of Mary Hannah Mackin and Franklin Clark; UMW Circle 2 in 

memory of Kathleen Kauffman; Cynthia and Tim Brennan in honor of Frances Owens; Suzanne and 

Jim Hoye in honor of Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Ray, Jr.; Kathy Burdette; Andrea and Goodloe White; 

Betsy Mackin

Poinsettias: Jody Stewart in memory of Johnny and Joel Stewart; Susan McWilliams in memory 

of Mark McWilliams; Lynn and Dick L’Eplattenier in memory of Abigail L’Eplattenier; Denise 

Williams in honor of Mikah Hudson, Deb Welsh, and Reggie Holder; Ann Day Hunt in honor of 

Bonnie Hartley and Mary Elizabeth Neal; Tutter and Charles Tyndal; Nancy and Dan Hill

Greeting Space Greenery: Glenn Mask in memory of Margaret Cole Kidd and in honor of Rick 

Phillips and The Choir

This Christmas Eve, the following are given to the glory of God:



Christmas Service Opportunities 

Christmas Day Breakfast
Tomorrow morning, we will serve Christmas Day breakfast in the Fellowship Hall from 9 to 10 AM. 

If you would like to help serve, please arrive between 8:15 and 8:30 AM.  If you can’t serve but want 

to help, please consider making a donation to the Community Ministries fund to purchase blankets, 

gloves, hats, and socks. For more information, contact Deb Welsh at deb@highlandsumc.net.

UAB Student Food Pantry
If your family has been participating in our Advent Service Project benefiting the UAB Student Food 

Pantry, donation items may be left in the Chapel, located on the first floor near the church office.  Do-

nations will be accepted until noon on Wednesday, December 27.

Holiday Schedule at Highlands
The Church Office will be closed for Christmas on Monday, December 25, 2017 and Tuesday, 

December 26, 2017.  The office will be closed for New Year’s Day on January 1, 2018. 

Community Ministries is open for Christmas Day Breakfast on Monday, December 25, 2017 
and will be closed  December 26, 2017 through January 1, 2018.  

Project ID is closed until the end of the year and will reopen on Tuesday, January 9, 2018.

The Child Development Center is closed until Tuesday, January 2, 2018.
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