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SERVICE OF CHORAL EVENSONG 
 

Since the fourth century, the Christian cycle of daily public prayer services has been in 
existence. Evensong is Evening Prayer which is sung.  By observing Evensong, we establish our 
identity as a Christian community, bound together and set apart.  Our community includes 
those present, as well as the whole people of God across the ages.  To those who have gone 
before us, we join our own voices, so that the whole company of heaven and earth becomes 
united in prayer, song, and praise.  The music sung by the choir is traditionally accorded an 
important role.  Evensong begins with introductory sentences, a hymn, and a psalm.  There are 
usually two Lessons, each one followed by a canticle, which is a song.  The first canticle is the 
Magnificat, “My soul doth magnify the Lord” (Luke 1:39-56).  Mary’s song is composed of a number of 
Old Testament phrases, and it expresses the hopes of all those who are poor, oppressed, and 
powerless, and who faithfully anticipate the fulfillment of God’s promises.  The Nunc Dimittis, the 
Song of Simeon (Luke 2:29-32), is the second canticle.  It blends together three ideas:  that God’s 
promise to Israel has been fulfilled; that the coming of night and of peaceful rest are blessings for 
us; and that like Simeon, we may approach death with the knowledge of our salvation. “Suffrages” 
are short prayers sung responsively by the Precentor and The Choir.  Concluding the service are 
prayers called the “collects.”    
 

Please join in the singing of the hymns, the Lord’s Prayer, and the Creed.  The Choir offers the 
Psalm text, canticles, and service music on behalf of all in worship.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

Canticles: ‘Short’ Evening Service (Dorian Service) by Thomas Tallis (1505-1585) 
Preces and Responses: William Smith (1603-1645) 

 
Words in bold are spoken or sung by the congregation. 

 
PEALING OF THE TOWER BELLS 
 
 
PRELUDE                                     Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

 

Chorale Prelude on Wenn wir in höchsten Nöten sein 
 (When in the hour of utmost need)                                                                          
 
(The People stand for the procession.) 
 
HYMN    WINCHESTER OLD  
        

My God, I Love Thee 
Congregation and The Choir 

 
 1.         My God, I love thee, not because I hope for heaven thereby, nor   
             yet because, if I love not, I must forever die.  
 
2. Thou, O my Jesus, thou didst me upon the cross embrace; for me 

didst bear the nails and spear and manifold disgrace.  
 
3. Then why, O blessed Jesus Christ, should I not love thee well?  Not 

for the sake of winning heaven, nor of escaping hell.  
 
4. Not with the hope of gaining aught, not seeking a reward, but as 

thyself hast loved me, O everlasting Lord.  
 
5. So would I love thee, dearest Lord, and in thy praise will sing; 

because thou art my loving God and my eternal King. 
 
 

     Text:  17th cent. Latin; trans. by Edward Caswall 
      Music:   Est's Whole Booke of Psalmes; harm. from Hymns Ancient and Modern 
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THE CHORAL INTROIT 
Call to Remembrance 

The Choir 
 

Call to remembrance, O Lord, Thy tender mercies and Thy loving kindness , which hath been ever of old. 
O remember not the sins and offences of my youth, according to Thy mercy, think thou on me, 

O Lord, for Thy goodness. 
 

 Richard Farrant (1530-1581)                                                                                                                                                Text, adapted Psalm 25 
 
 
 
 

THE CONFESSION OF SIN 
 

 
Officiant:  Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.  
 

Officiant and People:  
 

Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost 
sheep, we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts, we have 
offended against thy holy laws, we have left undone those things which we ought to 
have done, and we have done those things which we ought not to have done. But thou, 
O Lord, have mercy upon us, spare thou those who confess their faults, restore thou 
those who are penitent, according to thy promises declared unto us in Christ Jesus our 
Lord; and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, that we may hereafter live a 
godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.  

 

 

Officiant:    The Almighty and merciful Lord grant us absolution and remission of all our sins,   
                         True repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit.     
 

People:     Amen.  
 
 

THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER 
 

PRECES AND RESPONSES (Sung by The Choir)    
 

 
Officiant:      O Lord, open Thou our lips. 
Choir:                And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
 

 Officiant:     O God, make speed to save us. 
Choir:                O Lord, make haste to help us, 
 

 Officiant:    Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
Choir:               As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen. 
 

Officiant:     Praise ye the Lord. 
Choir:              The Lord’s Name be praised. 
 
 
(The People sit.) 
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PSALM 34:1-10  (Sung by The Choir)                                     Anglican Chant: Charles Frederick South (1850-1916) 
 

I will bless the LORD at all times; * his praise shall ever be in my mouth. 
I will glory in the LORD; * let the humble hear and rejoice. 

Proclaim with me the greatness of the LORD; * let us exalt his Name together. 
I sought the LORD, and he answered me * and delivered me out of all my terror. 

Look upon him and be radiant, * and let not your faces be ashamed. 
I called in my affliction and the LORD heard me * and saved me from all my troubles. 

The angel of the LORD encompasses those who fear him, * and he will deliver them. 
Taste and see that the LORD is good; * happy are they who trust in him! 

Fear the LORD, you that are his saints, * for those who fear him lack nothing. 
The young lions lack and suffer hunger, * but those who seek the LORD lack nothing that is good. 

 
 

(The people stand at the Gloria Patri, and then sit for the lesson.) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.* 
As it was in the beginning is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
 
THE FIRST LESSON                                                                I Corinthians 6:12-20 
                     
 

12‘All things are lawful for me’, but not all things are beneficial. ‘All things are lawful for me’, but I will not be 
dominated by anything. 13‘Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food’,* and God will destroy both one 
and the other. The body is meant not for fornication but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 14And God raised 
the Lord and will also raise us by his power. 15Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Should I 
therefore take the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! 16Do you not know that 
whoever is united to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For it is said, ‘The two shall be one flesh.’ 17But 
anyone united to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. 18Shun fornication! Every sin that a person commits is 
outside the body; but the fornicator sins against the body itself. 19Or do you not know that your body is a temple* of 
the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God, and that you are not your own? 20For you were bought with 
a price; therefore glorify God in your body. 
 
 
CANTICLE Magnificat 

The Choir 
 

My soul doth magnify the Lord and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior,  
For He hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden.   

For, behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.   
For He that is mighty hath magnified me and Holy is His Name. 

 And His mercy is on them that fear Him throughout all generations.  He hath shewed strength with his arm;  
He hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.  He hath put down the mighty from their seat,  

And hath exalted the humble and the meek.  He hath filled the hungry with good things,  
And the rich He hath sent empty away.  He remembering His mercy hath holpen His servant Israel  

As He promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 
 

(The people stand at the Gloria Patri, and then sit for the lesson.) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be world without end. Amen. 
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THE SECOND LESSON                                                                      Mark 5:1-20     

They came to the other side of the lake, to the country of the Gerasenes.* 2And when he had stepped out of the boat, 
immediately a man out of the tombs with an unclean spirit met him. 3He lived among the tombs; and no one could 
restrain him any more, even with a chain; 4for he had often been restrained with shackles and chains, but the chains 
he wrenched apart, and the shackles he broke in pieces; and no one had the strength to subdue him. 5Night and day 
among the tombs and on the mountains he was always howling and bruising himself with stones. 6When he saw 
Jesus from a distance, he ran and bowed down before him; 7and he shouted at the top of his voice, ‘What have you to 
do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I adjure you by God, do not torment me.’ 8For he had said to him, 
‘Come out of the man, you unclean spirit!’ 9Then Jesus* asked him, ‘What is your name?’ He replied, ‘My name is 
Legion; for we are many.’ 10He begged him earnestly not to send them out of the country. 11Now there on the hillside 
a great herd of swine was feeding; 12and the unclean spirits* begged him, ‘Send us into the swine; let us enter them.’ 
13So he gave them permission. And the unclean spirits came out and entered the swine; and the herd, numbering 
about two thousand, rushed down the steep bank into the lake, and were drowned in the lake. 14 The swineherds ran 
off and told it in the city and in the country. Then people came to see what it was that had happened. 15They came to 
Jesus and saw the demoniac sitting there, clothed and in his right mind, the very man who had had the legion; and 
they were afraid. 16Those who had seen what had happened to the demoniac and to the swine reported it. 17Then they 
began to beg Jesus* to leave their neighborhood. 18As he was getting into the boat, the man who had been possessed 
by demons begged him that he might be with him. 19But Jesus* refused, and said to him, ‘Go home to your friends, 
and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and what mercy he has shown you.’ 20And he went away and 
began to proclaim in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him; and everyone was amazed.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

CANTICLE  Nunc Dimittis   
The Choir 

 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word. For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 
Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; to be a light to lighten the Gentiles,  

And to be the glory of thy people Israel.   

(The people stand at the Gloria Patri, and remain standing for the Creed.) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be world without end. Amen. 
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(The people stand and face the altar.) 
 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED (Sung by all. Monotone.) 

  
I believe in God, the Father, Almighty,  
        maker of heaven and earth;  
And in Jesus Christ his only son our Lord:  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
        born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
        was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day he rose from the dead;  
        He ascended into heaven,   
        and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;  
        from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
       the holy catholic church,  
       the communion of saints, 
       the forgiveness of sins,  
       the resurrection of the body,  
        and the life everlasting.  Amen.                
 

 
THE PRAYERS 

  SALUTATION                                                         
 
 Officiant:     The Lord be with you. 

Choir:               And with thy spirit. 
 

Officiant:     Let us pray. 
 

(The people sit.) 
 
Choir:              Lord, have mercy upon us. 
                           Christ, have mercy upon us.  
                           Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Sung by all. Monotone.) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  
Amen. 
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SUFFRAGES  
 
Precentor:   O Lord, show Thy mercy upon us. 
Choir:               And grant us Thy salvation. 
 

Precentor:   O Lord, save the state. 
Choir:               And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
 

Precentor:    Endue thy Ministers with righteousness. 
Choir:                And make Thy chosen people joyful. 
 

Precentor:    O Lord, save Thy people. 
Choir:               And bless Thine inheritance. 
 

Precentor:    Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
Choir:                Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only Thou, O God. 
 

Precentor:    O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
Choir:               And take not Thy Holy Spirit from us. 

 
 

 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

Officiant:    Almighty God, who seest that we have no power of ourselves  to help ourselves: Keep us both outwardly 
in our bodies and inwardly in our souls, that we may be defended from all adversities which may 
happen to the body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus  
Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

 Choir:           Amen. 
 

 
 

COLLECT FOR PEACE 
 

Officiant:  O God, who art the author of peace and lover of concord, in knowledge of whom standeth our eternal 
life, whose service is perfect freedom: Defend us, thy humble servants, in all assaults of our 
enemies; that we, surely trusting in thy defense, may not fear the power of any adversaries; 
through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Choir:          Amen.  
 
 

COLLECT FOR AID AGAINST PERIL 
 

Officiant:  Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from all perils and 
dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Choir:          Amen. 
 
 
GREETINGS AND WELCOME 
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THE ANTHEM                                                                                              
 Save Us, O Lord 
 The Choir 

 

Save us, O Lord, waking, 
Guard us sleeping, 

That awake we may watch with Christ, 
And asleep we may rest in peace. Amen. 

 

Sir Edward Bairstow (1874-1946)             Text, Antiphon for the Office of Compline 
 

 

 
 
 

 
THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING 

       
             Officiant: Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we, Thine unworthy servants, do give Thee most humble and 
                                  hearty thanks for all Thy goodness and loving- kindness to us all. We bless Thee for our creation, 
                                  preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for Thine inestimable love in the 
                                 redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
                                 And, we beseech Thee, give us that due sense of all Thy mercies, that our hearts may be unfeignedly 
                                 thankful; and that we may show forth Thy praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving 
                                 up ourselves to Thy service, and walking before Thee in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
                                 through Jesus Christ, our Lord, to whom, with Thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, 
                                 world without end. 

 
           People:        Amen. 
  
 

(The people stand.) 
 
THE GRACE 
               
          Officiant: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,  
                                And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.    
 

                   People:            Amen. 
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HYMN       ST. CLEMENT     

 

The Day Thou Gavest, Lord, Is Ended 
 

Please remain standing until the procession leaves the Nave.  
You are invited to remain seated in the Nave until the conclusion of the Voluntary.  

Those who wish to leave are asked to do so quietly. 
 

 
 
1. The day thou gavest, Lord, is ended; the darkness falls at thy 
 behest; to thee our morning hymns ascended; thy praise shall 
 hallow now our rest.  
 
2. We thank thee that thy church, unsleeping while earth rolls 

onward into light, through all the world her watch is keeping, 
and rests not now by day or night. 

 
3. As o'er each continent and island the dawn leads on another day, 

the voice of prayer is never silent, nor die the strains of praise 
away.  

 
4. So be it, Lord; thy throne shall never, like earth's proud empires, 

pass away. Thy kingdom stands, and grows forever, till all thy 
creatures own thy sway. 

 
Text: John Ellerton, (1826-1893) 

Music: Clement Cottervill Scholefield (1839-1904) 

 
 
 
 VOLUNTARY                        Jan Zach (1699 - 1773) 

Präludium e Fugue in C Minor 
 
 

 
 
PEALS FROM THE TOWER BELLS 
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We Welcome Our Guests 
 
 

Highlands United Methodist Church affirms that nothing can separate anyone from the love of God. We 
invite all to worship, wonder, and discover God’s grace as we aspire to create a safe space for all to 

participate fully in the life of this community of faith. 
	

We are called to shine as a beacon of hope, grace, belonging, and respect for all people. Regardless of age, 
gender identity, ethnicity, sexual orientation, family, financial status, nationality, physical or mental 

ability, past or future, there is room for you at Highlands. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
The Reverend Mikah Hudson, OFFICIANT 

 Richard C. Phillips, CHOIRMASTER AND ORGANIST 
Thomas Head, PRECENTOR 

Mattie Gaskin, READER 
Brian Bellenger, VERGER  

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx, ACOLYTES 
Richard Fender, CHIMER 

 
THE CHOIR 

 
SOPRANO 

Naomi Archer 
Ellen Buckner 

 Savannah Busby 
Lindsay Dawson 
Rachel Hancock 

Kim McRae 
Renee Peacock 

Rachel Satterwhite 
Laura Thomas 

 
 ALTO 

Kathy Burdette 
Jeannine Carmichael 

Sumter Coleman 
Emille Falcon 

Mary Elizabeth Neal 
Gracie Phillips 
Lucy Phillips 

Suzanne Phillips 
Lee Stayer 

Jordan Towns 

 
TENOR 

Denny Bearce 
David Busby 

Jamie Bowman 
Paul Gentry 
Ellis Landers 

 
  

BASS 
Jay Archer 

  Brian Bellenger 
Stan Hart 

Thomas Head 
Brett Huffman 
Xavier Johnson 

Jack Smith 
 Scott Welch 

Randall Wells 
Goodloe White 
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