
Highlands United Methodist Church

The Fourth sunday after the epiphany

February 3, 2019
10:30 am Service
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all are Welcome

Highlands United Methodist Church affirms that nothing can separate anyone from the love of God. We invite all to worship, 
wonder, and discover God’s grace as we aspire to create a safe space for all to participate fully in the life of this community of 
faith. We are called to shine as a beacon of hope, grace, belonging, and respect for all people. Regardless of age, gender identity, 

ethnicity, sexual orientation, family, financial status, nationality, physical or mental ability, past or future, 
there is room for you at Highlands.



Welcome to highlands!
†  All children are welcome to participate fully in worship. Children’s bulletins, books, and crayons are available at the 

Sanctuary entrances for use during worship. A nursery is provided for ages 4 and younger; an usher will be happy to 
direct you.  

†  Children of all ages are invited to participate in the Children’s Moment.  Children ages 4 – 2nd grade may then attend 
Children’s Church; older children are invited to return to sit with their family. If you are visiting today or this is your 
child’s first time in Children’s Church, we ask that a parent accompany their child to the Fellowship Hall in order to 
meet our staff and provide emergency contact information.

† Please visit the hospitality table in the Greeting Space after worship for a homemade treat and information about the 
Highlands family. Feel free to call or email the church with any questions or pastoral care needs. We would love to 
have the opportunity to visit with you.  

† Parking for visitors and those with limited mobility is available in the lot located directly behind the 
church building, just off Richard Arrington Jr. Blvd. Parking is free on Sundays at all metered street spaces near 
the church and at the public parking deck on Magnolia Avenue.  The Highlands Bar and Grill lot on 11th Avenue 
South is no longer free on Sundays; if you choose to park there, please be sure to pay to avoid being ticketed or booted.

Special thanks to Bruce Lanier of Architecture Works for creating the beautiful rendering of our historic building adorning the front cover. 



Order for Holy Communion
preaching – the reverend mikah hudson

liturgist – the reverend deb Welsh

choirmaster and organist – richard phillips

children’s moment – reggie holder

*Congregation please stand. Words in bold are spoken or sung by the congregation.

 Serving for Altar Guild:  April Sides, Kelly Williams     Serving as Ushers:  Dinks Gaskin, Joe Hughes
Serving as Communion Servers:  Mark Chambers, Vance Holder, Bart Trench

Serving as Acolytes:  Harper Boyd, Gradie Lowery, Cade Smith, Virginia White
Serving as Verger:  Brian Bellenger     Serving as Lay Reader:  Anne Buckley

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God and in memory of G. Coke Williams, Sr. by Coke and Kelly Williams.

Pealing of the ToWer Bells                                                                                                         Ellis Landers, Chimer

Call to Worship

Voluntary                                                           Offertoire   Alexandré Guilmant (1837-1911)
from Seven Pieces for Organ Opus 77, No. 1

*Hymn in Procession 578                      God of Love and God of Power                         UNSER HERRSCHER

*Collect for Purity

Let us pray:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires are known, and from you no secrets 
are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, through Christ our Lord. Amen.

*gloria in excelsis (See pew insert)           Glory to You                                                             John Rutter (b. 1945)

1. Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; you are worthy of praise; glory to you.
2. Glory to you for the radiance of your holy name; we will praise you and highly exalt you forever.

3. Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; on the throne of your majesty, glory to you.
4. Glory to you, seated between the cherubim; we will praise you and highly exalt you forever.

5. Glory to you, beholding the depths; in the high vault of heaven, glory to you.
6. Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; we will praise you and highly exalt you forever.

Psalm 71:1-6 (Sung by The Choir.)                                                                      Anglican Chant:  Edgar Frederick Day (1891-1983)

1  In thee, O Lord, have I put my trust; let me never be put to confusion,
 but rid me, and deliver me, in thy righteousness; incline thine ear unto me, and save me.

2  Be thou my strong hold, whereunto I may alway resort;
 thou hast promised to help me, for thou art my house of defense, and my castle.

3 Deliver me, O my God, out of the hand of the ungodly, out of the hand of the unrighteous and cruel man.
4  For thou, O Lord God, art the thing that I long for; thou art my hope, even from my youth.

5 Through thee have I been holden up ever since I was born;
 thou art he that took me out of my mother’s womb. My praise shall be always of thee.

6  I am become as it were a monster unto many, but my sure trust is in thee.

 •

 •



Epistle Lesson                                        1 Corinthians 13:1-13
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Children’s Moment                                                       Reggie Holder 

Children of all ages are invited to participate.  Following the Children’s Moment, children ages 4 to 2nd grade may attend Children’s Church; 
older children are invited to return to sit with their family. If this is your child’s first time attending Children’s Church at Highlands, a 
parent is asked to accompany their child to meet staff and provide contact information.

*Sequence Hymn 408                                             The Gift of Love                                                               GIFT OF LOVE

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. Glory to you, Lord Christ.

*Gospel Lesson                            Luke 4:21-30

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SErMOn                                             The Reverend Mikah Hudson 

service of holy communion
Musical Setting:  Elise Eslinger (b. 1943)

*invitation, confession, and pardon 12

*the peace

The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  And also with you.  

greeting and parish notices

the offertory                                                                Joys Seven
The Choir

The first good joy that Mary had it was the joy of one, to see the blessed Jesus Christ, when he was first her son.
When he was first her son, good man, and blessed may he be, both Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, through all eternity. 

The next good Joy that Mary had it was the joy of two, to see her own son, Jesus Christ, to make the lame to go.
To make the lame to go, good man, and blessed may he be, both Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, through all eternity.

The next good joy that Mary had it was the joy of three, to see her own son Jesus Christ to make the blind to see.
To make the blind to see, good man, and blessed may he be, both Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, through all eternity.

The next good joy that Mary had it was the joy of four, to see her own son Jesus Christ to read the bible o’er.
To read the bible o’er, good man, and blessed may he be,  both Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, through all eternity.

The next good joy that Mary had it was the joy of five, to see her own son Jesus Christ to bring the dead alive.
To bring the dead alive, good man, and blessed may he be, both Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, through all eternity.

The next good joy that Mary had it was the joy of six, to see her own son Jesus Christ upon the crucifix.
Upon the crucifix, good man, and blessed may he be,  both Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, through all eternity.

The next good joy that Mary had it was the joy of seven, to see her own son Jesus Christ to wear the crown of heaven.
To wear the Crown of Heaven, good man, and blessed may he be, both Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, through all eternity.

Stephen Cleobury (b. 1948)                                                                                                                                                             Text, Traditional English Carol



*doxology With alleluias 94        

*the great thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

…And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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…And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and 
living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.
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…Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now 
and forever.
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the lord’s prayer 895

breaking of the bread                                                       

the fraction anthem                                     Jesus Lamb of God                                       William Mathias (1934-1992)
The Choir

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins: have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world: give us your peace.
.
receiving the bread and cup



music during communion

anthem         We Wait for Thy Loving Kindness, O God
The Choir

David Bubsy, tenor soloist

We wait for Thy loving kindness, O God; in the midst of Thy temple. Alleluia. 
O God according to Thy name, so is Thy praise unto the world’s end.  

Thy right hand is full of righteousness: Alleluia.  
We wait for Thy loving kindness, O God: in the midst of Thy temple.  O Lord send us now prosperity. Amen.

William McKie (1901-1984)                                                                               Text, C. M. Armitage

organ solo                                                                  Berceuse                                                    Alexandré Guilmant
from Seven Pieces for Organ Opus 77, No. 1

Anthem                                                                              A Joyful Psalm                                                 Michael Helman (b. 1956)
The Handbell Choir

Kathy Burdette, Director

New handbell table covers and pads are partially funded through gifts given in memory of Judge William Acker.

post-communion anthem                  Draw Us In the Spirit’s Tether
The Choir

Draw us in the Spirit’s tether; for when humbly, in thy name, two or three are met together, 
Thou art in the midst of them: Alleluya! Touch we now thy garment’s hem. 

As the brethren used to gather in the name of Christ to sup, then with thanks to God the Father
 Break the bread and bless the cup, Alleluya! So knit thou our friendship up. 

All our meals and all our living, make as sacraments of thee that by caring, helping, giving, 
We may true disciples be. Alleluya! We will serve thee faithfully.

Harold Friedell (1905-1958)                                                                                                                                                                                Text, Percy Dearmer

Invitation to CHrISTIAn Discipleship

*Blessing and Sending Forth

After the retiring procession concludes, you are invited to be seated in the sanctuary until the conclusion of the voluntary.

*retiring Voluntary                                            Postlude-Grand Choeur                                                             Alexandré Guilmant
from Seven Pieces for Organ Opus 77, No. 1

*PEALInG OF THE TOWEr BELLS



Highlands United Methodist Church Lay Leadership for 2019 

the church council

Council Chairperson: Romona Shannon
Lay Leader and Lay Delegate: Steve Alexander

Council Secretary: Dan Hill
Communications: Dan Starnes

Lay Delegate: Malcolm Carmichael
Alternate Lay Delegate: Andrew Salser 

Finance Team Chair: Tate Forrester
Church Treasurer: To Be Filled

Highlands Foundation Chair: John Gaffney
Board of Trustees Chair: Bill Hairston III 

Staff Parish Relations Chair: Whitney Smith
Worship Chair: Brian Bellenger 

Welcoming Ministries Chair: Danny Jones
Growing Ministries Chair (Adult): To Be Filled

Growing Ministries Chair (Children): Lauri Soong
Growing Ministries Chair (Youth): Bart Trench

Open Table Chair: Leslie Davis
Serving Ministries Chair: Denise Williams 

United Methodist Women President: April Sides 
Youth Representative: Nathan Jones

Child Development Center Chair: Laura Tull

members at large

Anne Buckley
Mike Byrne

Lita Allen Clark
Jeff Davenport

Todd Edmondson
Chase Fell

Leisha Harris
Janet Holt
Joe Hughes

Wade Lowery 
Jim Shannon 
Weily Soong

Perry Still
Lynne Trench
Andrea White



1045 Twentieth Street South        Birmingham, Alabama 35205
                   (205) 933-8751        highlandsumc.net •

 •

Vision Statement

Highlands United Methodist Church is a community of disciples of Christ; 
a beacon of hope, inviting all to become new persons in Christ

to be sent into the world to share the Gospel and to serve our neighbors; 
and a sanctuary for those in need of God’s love and grace.


