
Highlands United Methodist Church

Fifth Sunday After Epiphany

FEbrUAry 4, 2018
10:30 A.M. SErviCE

Highlands United Methodist Church affirms that nothing can separate anyone from the love of God. We invite all to worship, wonder, 
and discover God’s grace as we aspire to create a safe space for all to participate fully in the life of this community of faith. We are called 
to shine as a beacon of hope, grace, belonging, and respect for all people. Regardless of age, gender identity, ethnicity, sexual orientation, 

family, financial status, nationality, physical or mental ability, past or future, there is room for you at Highlands.
† All children are welcome to stay in worship, or a nursery is provided for ages 4 and younger. An usher will be happy to direct you

there. Children ages 4 to 2nd grade are encouraged to come to the chancel when called to the Children’s Moment and may then attend 
Children’s Church or return to be with their family. If you are visiting today or this is your child’s first time in Children’s Church, 
we ask that a parent accompany their child downstairs in order to provide emergency contact information and meet our staff.

† Children’s bulletins, books, and crayons are available from the ushers for use in worship.  

† Please pick up a guest welcome bag after worship to learn more about Highlands. Feel free to call or email the church with any
questions or pastoral care needs. We would love to have the opportunity to visit with you.  

† Parking is free on Sundays at all metered street spaces near the church, at the Hotel Highland Parking Deck on Magnolia Avenue,
and in the Highlands Bar and Grill lot on 11th Avenue South.
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Order for Holy Communion
Preaching – The reverend Deb Welsh

Liturgist – The reverend Mikah Hudson

Choirmaster and Organist – richard Phillips

Children’s Moment – reggie Holder

*Congregation please stand
Words in bold are spoken or sung by the congregation.

 

Pealing of the Tower bells                                                                                     Ellis Landers, Chimer

Call to Worship and Prelude                               Offertoire                                                Alexandré Guilmant (1837-1911)
from Seven Pieces for Organ Opus 77, No. 1

*Hymn in Procession 57                              O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing                         AZMON
Organ Improvisation: Noel Rawsthorne

Descant Setting: Charles Webb

*Collect for Purity    

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. And also with you.

Let us pray: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires are known, and from you no secrets 
are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

*Gloria in Excelsis                          LAUDA ANIMA
 Descant Setting: Richard Phillips

Serving for Altar Guild:  Kelly Kitchens, April Sides

Serving as Ushers:  Dinks Gaskin, Joe Hughes

Serving as Communion Stewards:  Mark Chambers, Joy McPhearson, Reina McFarlin

Serving as Acolytes:  Elizabeth Hargrove, Maggie Hargrove, Virginia Hunt, Norah Trench

Serving as Verger:  Brian Bellenger

Serving as Lay Reader:  Reina McFarlin



First Lesson                                                                                                                Isaiah 40:21-31
 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 147:1-12 (Sung by The Choir)                                                         Anglican Chant: Charles Villers Stanford (1852-1924)

1  Hallelujah! How good it is to sing praises to our God! * How pleasant it is to honor him with praise!
2  The LORD rebuilds Jerusalem; * he gathers the exiles of Israel.

3  He heals the brokenhearted * and binds up their wounds.
4  He counts the number of the stars * and calls them all by their names.

5  Great is our LORD and mighty in power; * there is no limit to his wisdom.
6  The LORD lifts up the lowly, * but casts the wicked to the ground.

7  Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; * make music to our God upon the harp.
8  He covers the heavens with clouds * and prepares rain for the earth;

9  He makes grass to grow upon the mountains * and green plants to serve mankind.
10  He provides food for flocks and herds * and for the young ravens when they cry.

11  He is not impressed by the might of a horse; * he has no pleasure in the strength of a man;
12  But the LORD has pleasure in those who fear him, * in those who await his gracious favor.

Epistle Lesson                                                                                                                1 Corinthians 9:16-23
 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

The Children’s Moment                                                      Reggie Holder

*Sequence Hymn 375                                  There Is a Balm in Gilead              bALM iN GiLEAD

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

*Gospel Lesson         Mark 1:29-39

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon                                               The Reverend Deb Welsh

Service of Holy Communion
Musical Setting:  Elise Eslinger (b. 1943)

*invitation to Holy Communion

God in Christ breaks down the walls that make us strangers to ourselves and divide us from one another. We are the body of 
Christ. Around this table, we enact our faith. The Communion Table is open to all who are in love with God and their neigh-
bor and seek forgiveness and healing in this broken world.

*The Peace

The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  And also with you. 

Greeting and Parish Notices



The Offertory                                                       Laudate Dominum                                    
from Vesperae solemnes de confessore

The Choir
Lindsay Dawson, soprano soloist

Laudate Dominum omnes gentes; Laudate eum, omnes populi. Quoniam confirmata est 
Super nos misericordia ejus, Et veritas Domini manet in aeternum. 

Gloria Patri et Filio et Spiritui Sancto Sicut erat in principio, et nunc, et semper Et in saecula saeculorum. Amen.

Translation: Praise the Lord, all nations; Praise Him, all people. For He has bestowed His mercy upon us,  
And the truth of the Lord endures forever. Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and forever, and for generations of generations. Amen.

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791)                                                                                                                                                                         Text, Psalm 117

*Doxology with Alleluias 94               LASST UNS ErFrEUEN

*THE GrEAT THANkSGiviNG

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

…And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

…And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and 
living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

…Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now 
and forever.



The Lord’s Prayer 895

breaking of the bread                                                       

The Fraction Anthem                                      Jesus Lamb of God                                        William Mathias (1934-1992)

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins: have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world: give us your peace.

receiving the bread and Cup

MUSiC DUriNG COMMUNiON

Anthem                                                                      Ave Verum                                            
The Choir

Ave verum corpus, natum de Maria Virgine: vere passum immolatum incruce pro homine;
cujus latus perforatum unda fluxit sanguine; Esto nobis praegustatum in mortis examine. Amen.

Translation:  Jesu, Word of God Incarnate, of the Virgin Mary born; on the cross Thy sacred Body, 
For us men with nails was torn. Cleanse us by the Blood and water streaming from Thy pierced side.

Feed us with Thy Body broken, now and in death’s agony.   Amen.

Camille Saint-Saëns (1835-1921)                                    Text, Traditional

Organ Solo                                                                 Berceuse                                           Alexandré Guilmant (1837-1911) 
from Seven Pieces for Organ Opus 77, No. 1

 
Prayer after receiving

invitation to Christian Discipleship

 
*Hymn 568                                                  Christ for the World We Sing                                              ITALIAN HYMN

Descant Setting: Charles Webb

*The blessing and Sending Forth

*CHOrAL benediction                                          Sevenfold Amen        Peter Christian Lutkin (1858-1931)
The Choir

After the retiring procession concludes, you are invited to be seated in the sanctuary until the conclusion of the voluntary.

*retiring voluntary                                              Postlude-Grand Choeur                                                                           Alexandré Guilmant
from Seven Pieces for Organ Opus 77, No. 1

Pealing of the Tower bells       





1045 Twentieth Street South        Birmingham, Alabama 35205
                   (205) 933-8751        highlandsumc.net •

 •


