
Ladies’ Coffee Night - August 21
Need a break?  Join the women of Highlands for a relaxed 
social gathering at O’Henry’s Coffee next to Brookwood 
Mall on Wednesday, August 21 at 7:30 pm.  No agenda, no 
book to read - just friends fellowshipping together.  Con-
tact Lauri Soong at laurisoong@hotmail.com to learn more.

Men’s Group Baseball Outing - August 22
Join the men of Highlands for a night out at the ballgame! 
The group will meet at Region’s Field for a Barons game on 
Thursday, August 22 at 7 pm. Contact Mark Chamber at 
markc205@yahoo.com for more information.

Saturday Supper Sisters - August 24
All women of Highlands are invited to the next meeting of 
the Saturday Supper Sisters on August 24 at 5:30 pm at the 
home of Fran Hopkins for food, fun, and fellowship. Bring 
a summer salad, side dish, dessert, or beverage; entrée will 
be provided. For more information, call or text Kim McRae 
at 334-750-0223.  

Youth Parents Meeting - August 25
All youth parents are invited to an informational meeting 
following worship on Sunday, August 25 to discuss plans 
for the upcoming school year, including Sunday School, 
meeting schedule, service projects, and special events.  
Lunch will be provided.  Please RSVP to Henry Gibson at 
henry@highlandsumc.net by Sunday, August 18.

Acolyte Training Lock-In - September 7
Those who wish to serve in worship as an acolyte this 
year  are invited to an overnight training event on Satur-
day, September 7. Acolyting is open to adults, youth, and 
children in 4th grade or older. All current acolytes are re-
quested to attend! Register no later than September 1 at 
www.highlandsumc.net/acolyte-training. For more info, 
contact Brian Bellenger at bellengerb@gmail.com or Mary 
Elizabeth Neal at maryelizabeth@highlandsumc.net.

People In Motion - Tuesdays
People in Motion meets at Highlands each Tuesday at 1 pm 
in the Fellowship Hall. Each class costs $10 and is open 
to adults of all ages and abilities. Scholarships are availa-
ble to those in need of financial assistance.  Come join in 
for an hour of fun, fellowship, and dance! Contact Cynthia 
Brennan at 205-213-7322 or cacmjp@bellsouth.net to learn 
more.
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Welcome to Highlands!
Hospes venit, Christes venit. – When the guest comes, Christ comes.
Join us in the Greeting Space following 10:30 am worship. 
Visitors are especially encouraged to come by for a small gift 
and to learn more about the Highlands family. 

Invitation to Discipleship
The message of the Hebrew prophets, Jesus, Paul, and the 
early church was always a message of welcome and inclu-
sion for all. The image of God’s kingdom is of something 
small and insignificant growing into something larger and 
of great significance. The oppressed, the alien, and the out-
cast all were to be welcomed, included and cared for. In this 
sense, our faith is built upon the idea of gracious hospital-
ity. Followers of Jesus are not about walls of exclusion but 
bridges of grace and acceptance. Ours is a faith of invitation, 
for all to come to know Jesus as the living Christ who over-
comes all brokenness, sin, and even death, offering a way to 
make all things new. This invitation extends to you. If you 
desire to explore what this means for you, please speak to 
a member of the clergy after the service or contact us this 
week. We welcome the opportunity to visit with you.

Open Table Dinner - Postponed
The Open Table dinner scheduled for this evening has 
been postponed until after Labor Day. If you would like to 
be added to the email list for Open Table this year, please 
contact Leslie Davis at lesliejeffdavis@gmail.com or Reggie 
Holder at reggie@highlandsumc.net.

Youth Whitewater Trip - August 16-18
Youth going on this year’s end-of-summer whitewater 
rafting trip this weekend are reminded to make payments 
at www.highlandsumc.net/whitewater-registration. Per-
mission forms and rafting waivers can also be found at the 
link above. For more information, contact Henry Gibson at 
henry@highlandsumc.net or Mary Elizabeth Neal at mary-
elizabeth@highlandsumc.net.

Children’s Team Meeting - August 18
Our Children’s Ministry Team will have a planning retreat 
on Sunday, August 18 at noon to prepare for the next year.   
Lunch will be provided. This meeting is open to all parents 
of children in our congregation!  If you have ideas that you 
would like to share or if you wish to join the team in their 
work contact Lauri Soong at laurisoong@hotmail.com.
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To include an announcement in Happening At Highlands, please submit information to the church office by Wednesday at noon.

KEEP IN PRAYER...
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Invitation to Conversation - August 12
Dear Church Family,

I would like to invite you to be a part of a conversation to help us discern our response as people of faith to gun violence in our country.  We 
will meet on Monday Night, August 12 in Fellowship Hall at 6:30 p.m.   This will be a time of prayer, discussion and discernment.  It will 
be an opportunity for us to share our concerns with one another, to be present with one another, and to wrestle with the call of our faith in 
light of continued violence across our nation. This will be an opportunity for us to determine what our next steps we might be – individually 
and collectively. 

We are facing a crisis.  No other nation is experiencing the level of violence that we are. I do not believe that we can continue to be compla-
cent or overwhelmed about this and must determine what actions we should take and what our role is to be.  

The 2016 General Conference of The United Methodist Church passed a resolution called, “Our Call to End Gun Violence.” It states, “As 
followers of Jesus, called to live into the reality of God’s dream of shalom as described by Micah (Micah 4:1-4), we must address the epi-
demic of gun violence so, “that he may teach us his ways that we may walk in God’s path.” The Church recognizes gun violence as a serious 
social issue and therefore declares, “we call upon United Methodists to address gun violence in their local context.” I hope this gathering 
will be a first step for us to do so.

Grace and peace,
Reggie

Community Ministries Opportunities
The first Saturday of each month Community Ministries crew needs a few more folks to help out.  Leaders are Donna 
& Dan Sibley and Nancy & Dan Hill. Individuals, groups of friends, families can serve. If you’d like to join in the fun, 
the grace, the organized chaos called Community Ministries, speak to one of the leaders listed above or contact Deb 
Welsh at deb@highlandsumc.net.

Spiritual Formation Class - Begins September 15
Highlands is offering a five-week study on Spiritual Formation. One often hears people describe themselves as 
“spiritual” without knowing what this means. This class will help each participant define a spiritual growth forma-
tion that follows the process Father Henri Nouwen understood to be the one modeled by Jesus. We will use Nou-
wen’s book A Spirituality of Living as our guide for practice and discussion. Participants will have the opportunity to 
share their spiritual experiences as we practice the spiritual process Jesus offers us in this study (Solitude, Communi-
ty, and Ministry). The class will be led by Reverend Ben Padgett, a member of Highlands UMC’s Charge Conference.  
The class will begin on Sunday, September 15 at 9:30 am in the Griffin-Williams Room.

OUR SYMPATHY... to Lynne Trench and family in the death of her stepmother, Bette Hansen.


