
A Taste of Five Points - September 8
All are invited to take part in the Taste of Five Points event 
at Brother Bryan Park on Sunday, September 8 from noon 
to 4 pm. Tickets are $30 (pre-order) or $35 (day-of). Chil-
dren under 12 get in free and students receive a $10 dis-
count.  Your favorite local restaurants will be serving food 
and retail vendors will be there to show off their wares.  
There will be music as well as a spoken word stage, in 
keeping with the Storyteller theme of Five Points South. 
Highlands will have a table at the event and you are invit-
ed to come help greet folks and share information about 
our ministries. If you are interested in attending or helping 
out at the table, please speak with Henry Gibson (henry@
highlandsumc.net or 205-933-8751 ext. 200). More info 
also available at www.fivepointsbham.com.

Trip to Montgomery Civil Rights Museum - Sept. 9
We are offering an opportunity for some of our Communi-
ty Ministry guests to travel to Montgomery to experience 
the National Lynching Monument and the Civil Rights 
Museum on Monday, September 9. We would also like to 
offer this trip to our congregation. It will be a great op-
portunity to learn more about our country’s history of civil 
rights and to get to know some of our neighbors better. 
We will leave the church at 8 am and return mid afternoon. 
Space is limited; reserve your place as soon as possible by 
contacting Deb Welsh at deb@highlandsumc.net.

Church Council Meeting - September 9
The next Church Council meeting will be Monday, Sep-
tember 9 in the Fellowship Hall. Dinner will be served at 
5:30 pm with the meeting to follow at 6 pm. Council mem-
bers who cannot attend should notify Romona Shannon 
at roroshannon@gmail.com. Church Council meetings 
are open to everyone and all are welcome to observe our 
church leadership at work.

Breast Cancer Awareness Lunch & Learn - Sept. 11
Michelle Williams, a long time Community Ministries vol-
unteer, is offering a lunch and learn event on Wednesday 
September 11 at noon. Lunch will be provided.  Reserva-
tions are needed by Monday, September 9. Sign up with 
Deb Welsh (deb@highlandsumc.net) to reserve your seat. 

People In Motion - Tuesdays
People in Motion meets at Highlands each Tuesday at 1 pm 
in the Fellowship Hall. Each class costs $10 and is open 
to adults of all ages and abilities. Come join in for an hour 
of fun, fellowship, and dance! Contact Cynthia Brennan at 
205-213-7322 or cacmjp@bellsouth.net to learn more.
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Welcome to Highlands!
Hospes venit, Christes venit. – When the guest comes, Christ comes.
Join us in the Greeting Space following 10:30 am worship. 
Visitors are especially encouraged to come by for a small gift 
and to learn more about the Highlands family. 

Invitation to Discipleship
The message of the Hebrew prophets, Jesus, Paul, and the 
early church was always a message of welcome and inclu-
sion for all. The image of God’s kingdom is of something 
small and insignificant growing into something larger and 
of great significance. The oppressed, the alien, and the out-
cast all were to be welcomed, included and cared for. In this 
sense, our faith is built upon the idea of gracious hospital-
ity. Followers of Jesus are not about walls of exclusion but 
bridges of grace and acceptance. Ours is a faith of invitation, 
for all to come to know Jesus as the living Christ who over-
comes all brokenness, sin, and even death, offering a way to 
make all things new. This invitation extends to you. If you 
desire to explore what this means for you, please speak to 
a member of the clergy after the service or contact us this 
week. We welcome the opportunity to visit with you.

Youth Parents Meeting - Today
All youth parents are invited to an informational meeting 
following 10:30 am worship today. Lunch will be provided. 
Youth will go to Mellow Mushroom for lunch with Reggie 
Holder; meet in the Narthex to walk over together. Parents 
will discuss plans for the year, including Sunday School, 
meeting schedule, service projects, and special events.  

Acolyte Training Lock-In - September 7
Those who wish to serve in worship as an acolyte this 
year are invited to an overnight training event on Satur-
day, September 7. Acolyting is open to adults, youth, and 
children in 4th grade or older. All current acolytes are re-
quested to attend! Register no later than September 1 at 
www.highlandsumc.net/acolyte-training. For more info, 
contact Brian Bellenger at bellengerb@gmail.com or Mary 
Elizabeth Neal at maryelizabeth@highlandsumc.net.

Atrium & Children’s Choir Resumes - September 8
The Children’s Atrium will reopen for the school year on 
Sunday, September 8 at 9:30 am. Children’s Choir will also 
resume rehearsals during Children’s Church that Sunday. 
All children age 3 and older are encouraged to join in this 
school year!  Contact Lauri Soong at laurisoong@hotmail.
com for questions about Atrium.  Contact Mary Elizabeth 
Neal at maryelizabeth@highlandsumc.net with questions 
about Children’s Choir.
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Spiritual Formation Class - Begins September 15
Highlands is offering a five-week study on Spiritual Formation. One often hears people describe themselves as 
“spiritual” without knowing what this means. This class will help each participant define a spiritual growth forma-
tion that follows the process Father Henri Nouwen understood to be the one modeled by Jesus. We will use Nou-
wen’s book A Spirituality of Living as our guide for practice and discussion. Participants will have the opportunity to 
share their spiritual experiences as we practice the spiritual process Jesus offers us in this study (Solitude, Communi-
ty, and Ministry). The class will be led by Reverend Ben Padgett, a member of Highlands UMC’s Charge Conference.  
The class will begin on Sunday, September 15 at 9:30 am in the Griffin-Williams Room.

Festival of Three Kings - Save the Date
I know it’s hard to think of the Christmas season when it’s so hot, but it takes months to prepare for the wonderful 
celebration that is the Festival of Three Kings. 26 years strong, we will be back in our Fellowship Hall this year on 
December 14. If you’d like to be part of the operational team, contact Deb Welsh at deb@highlandsumc.net.

College Students Contact Information Update
At Highlands, we know that recent high school graduates and college students are a vital part of our church family 
– even if we don’t see them often.  We would like to better stay in touch with our college students this year and we 
need your help.  If your family has a college student or you know of a college student in town who needs a church 
family to adopt them while they are in school, please send their mailing address and school email to Mary Elizabeth 
Neal at maryelizabeth@highlandsumc.net. If keeping in touch with our college students is a ministry that speaks to 
your heart, please contact Mary Elizabeth to get involved with this endeavor!


