
Acolyte Training Lock-In - September 8
Those who wish to serve in worship as an acolyte this year  
are invited to an overnight training event on Saturday, 
September 8, beginning at 5 pm.  This event will include 
meals at local restaurants, acolyte instruction, a tour of the 
bell tower, fun and games, candlelight communion, and a 
sleepover at the church! Acolyting is open to adults, youth, 
and children in 4th grade or older. All current acolytes are 
requested to attend! We are especially looking for ADULTS 
to serve this year; adults may attend training sessions 
without having to spend the night.  Registration is open at 
www.highlandsumc.net/acolyte-training. For more info, 
contact Brian Bellenger at bellengerb@gmail.com or Mary 
Elizabeth Neal at maryelizabeth@highlandsumc.net.

Youth Group Meetings Resume - September 16
Join us at Highlands on Sunday, September 16 from 4 to 
6 pm for our first meeting of the new school year with our 
friends from Birmingham Cooperative Youth Ministries, 
comprised of Woodlawn UMC, Avondale UMC, East Lake 
UMC, St. Junia UMC, and Beloved Community Church. 
Youth Group meetings are from 4 to 6 pm on the 1st, 3rd, 
and 5th Sundays of each month.  Each meeting takes place 
at a different member church.  To learn more about our 
youth program, and find a schedule of dates and locations, 
visit www.highlandsumc.net/youth.

People In Motion - Tuesdays
People in Motion offers a dance class at Highlands each 
Tuesday at 1 pm in the Fellowship Hall. Each class costs $10 
and is open to adults of all ages and abilities – no previous 
dance training required. Scholarships are available to those 
in need of financial assistance. Come join in for an hour of 
fun, fellowship, and dance! Contact Cynthia Brennan at 
205-213-7322 or cacmjp@bellsouth.net to learn more.

Communications from Highlands
This fall, the church staff is updating our membership da-
tabase in preparation to launch a new online directory in 
2019. You can help by updating your email address and cell 
phone number in our current communications program, 
Flocknote.  If you have not received an email or text mes-
sage from Highlands in the past month, it is likely that we 
have inaccurate information or you are not registered.  To 
update your contact information or sign up for the first 
time, visit www.flocknote.com/HighlandsUMC. Update 
or complete the online profile and be sure to choose the 
groups you’d like to hear from.  You may also contact Mary 
Elizabeth Neal at maryelizabeth@highlandsumc.net.
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Welcome to Highlands!
Join us in the Greeting Space following 10:30 am worship 
for a cool cup of warm hospitality and information about 
the Highlands family. If you are interested in hosting one Sunday 
this summer, please contact Kathleen Lalor at kblalor@gmail.com! 

Children Parents’ Meeting - Today
Parents of children are invited to a brief, yet important 
meeting today following the 10:30 worship service. Parents 
will meet in the Atria and children will remain in Chil-
dren’s Church during our gathering. Older children may be 
dropped off in the Fellowship Hall to be supervised while 
we meet. We will review the schedule and procedures  be-
fore Atrium opens on Sunday, September 9.  We will hold 
the meeting to twenty minutes.

Youth Outing: Train Escape - Today
All youth are invited on a fun outing to Train Escape in Iron-
dale today from 4 to 6 pm.  This fun, break-out game tests 
your skill at finding clues, solving puzzles, and working as 
a team. Cost is $15. There are still a few spaces left; contact 
Mary Elizabeth Neal at maryelizabeth@highlandsumc.net 
to reserve yours ASAP!  Parents should drop off and pick 
up at Train Escape, 5407 Beacon Dr, Irondale, AL 35210.

Youth Parent’s Meeting - Today
While the youth group is “escaping” parents are invited  to 
Marty’s GM pub, across the parking lot from Train Escape, 
for fellowship and information on upcoming youth events. 
We will have an events calendar for the 2018-2019 school 
year, as well as information about this year’s confirmation 
class, Discovery Weekend, bi-monthly youth group meet-
ings, and several fun outings we have planned.  Join us!

Stephen Ministry Information Session - Today
Highlands UMC will be training a new class of Stephen 
Ministers starting Sunday, September 23rd. Stephen Min-
isters work alongside our pastors to care, encourage, and 
provide emotional and spiritual support to people who are 
going through a difficult time, such as divorce, grief, hos-
pitalization, unemployment, terminal illness, relocation, 
chronic illness, or loneliness. If you have gifts for caring, 
encouragement, and listening, please prayerfully consider 
whether you might want to be part of this exciting minis-
try. There will be an informational reception at the home 
of Annie Green today at 5 pm. You can also email Mikah 
Hudson at mikah@highlandsumc.net, Deb Welsh at deb@
highlandsumc.net, or Annie Green at anniegreen2404@
gmail.com.
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Highlands United Methodist Church         Office Hours
office@highlandsumc.net                    Monday-Friday 8:00 am - 4:00 pm

205-933-8751                Closed for lunch 11:30 am - 12:30 pm  
Follow us on Facebook, Instagram,                    Get email updates from Highlands!
or Twitter @HighlandsUMC           Text HIGHLANDS to 84576

To include an announcement in Happening At Highlands, please submit information to the church office by Wednesday at noon.

KEEP IN PRAYER...

Virginia Timmons
Nancy Sawyer
Brook Morris
Pamela Huck
Sharon Turner
Brian McFarlin
Stan Hart
Dan Sibley

Therese Avant 
Yvonne Norton
Don Delashaw
The Izcaray family
Chuck Tyndal
Judy Mills
Kathleen and Tommy Thompson

Ed Hoye, father of Jim Hoye 
Lisa, sister of Angela Chramer 
Mark Carleton, brother of Lynn Hairston
Denise Jordan, sister of Cheryl Williams
Judy Trench, mother of Bart Trench
Walter Arms, father of Denise Williams
Lisa Mason Gay, sister of Creighton Mason
Katherine Bethune, grandmother of Michael Prewitt

Contact information for those on this list is available from Deb Welsh at deb@highlandsumc.net or 205-2933-8751, ext. 211

The Way Forward for the United Methodist Church
The Council of Bishops have now released the report of the Commission on A Way Forward.   The full 
report is available for download at www.highlandsumc.net/way-foward.

Highlands will hold a series of meetings this fall to better explain the report and look toward the called 
General Conference meeting in February 2019.  All are welcome and invited to attend these sessions.  It is 
recommended that you attend all three sessions of this series.  

Session 1: What Do We Believe?
October 7 at 9:30 am – Highlands Fellowship Hall
October 11 at 6:30 pm – Home of Martha Council

Session 2: What Are the Proposed Plans?
October 14 at 9:30 am – Highlands Fellowship Hall

October 18 at 6:30 pm – Home of Jim and Romona Shannon

Session 3: How Will This Affect Highlands?
October 21 at 9:30 am – Highlands Fellowship Hall

October 25 at 6:30 pm – Home of Steve and Lisa Alexander

Additional, there will be a Central District meeting with the Bishop and our District Superintendent 
to talk about the report on Monday, October 15 at 6:30 pm at St. Mark in Vestavia.  This meeting is 
open to the public. 

Please mark your calendar now and plan to attend these important meetings about the future of our 
denomination.


