
Children’s Ministry Planning Meeting - August 19
Our Children’s Ministry Team will have a planning retreat 
on the afternoon of Sunday, August 19 from noon to 2:00 pm 
to plan for the next year.  If you have ideas that you would 
like to share or if you wish to join the team in their work 
contact Lauri Soong at laurisoong@hotmail.com.

Children Parents’ Meeting - August 26
Parents of children are invited to a brief, yet important 
meeting on Sunday, August 26 following the 10:30 worship 
service. Parents will meet in the Atria and children will 
remain in Children’s Church during our gathering. Older 
children may be dropped off in the Fellowship Hall to be 
supervised while we meet. We will review some Atrium 
procedures and look at our fall schedule during this time.  
We will hold the meeting to twenty minutes.

Youth Outing: Train Escape - August 26
All youth are invited on a fun outing to Train Escape in 
Irondale on Sunday, August 26 from 4 to 6 pm.  This break-
out game tests your skill at finding clues, solving puzzles, 
and working as a team. Train Escape has a maximum ca-
pacity of 18 participants, so space is limited.  RSVP to Mary 
Elizabeth Neal at maryelizabeth@highlandsumc.net as 
soon as possible!  Cost is $15. 

Youth Parent’s Meeting - August 26
While the youth group is “escaping” parents are invited  to 
Marty’s GM pub, across the parking lot from Train Escape, 
for fellowship and information on upcoming youth events. 
We will have an events calendar for the 2018-2019 school 
year, as well as information about this year’s confirmation 
class, Discovery Weekend, bi-monthly youth group meet-
ings, and several fun outings we have planned.  Join us!

Knitting/Crochet Circle
Several folks are interested in starting a Knitting/Cro-
chet Circle and we are trying to identify others who may 
share that interest.  If you knit or crochet (or would like to 
learn!) and have interest in gathering with others regularly 
to swap techniques or work on projects together, contact 
Beth Douthit at bethdouthit129@gmail.com.

Acolyte Training Lock-IN - September 8
Those who wish to serve in worship as an acolyte this year  
are invited to an overnight training event on Saturday, Sep-
tember 8, beginning at 5 pm.  This event will include meals 
at local restaurants, acolyte instruction, a tour of the bell 
tower, loads of fun, and a sleepover at the church! Acolyting 
is open to adults, youth, and children in 4th grade or older. 
All current acolytes are requested to attend! For more info, 
contact Brian Bellenger or Mary Elizabeth Neal.

Happening at Highlands
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Welcome to Highlands!
Join us in the Greeting Space following 10:30 am worship 
for a cool cup of warm hospitality and information about 
the Highlands family. If you are interested in hosting one Sunday 
this summer, please contact Kathleen Lalor at kblalor@gmail.com! 

Barons Baseball Game - August 6
Join the youth group for a night out at the ball game on 
Monday, August 6 at 7 pm! Our own Norah and Ryanne 
Trench will be singing the National Anthem. Highlands 
has reserved a block of 30 tickets together. Cost is $10 per 
person. If you have already reserved tickets, or would like 
to claim one of the few remaining tickets, please visit the 
Greeting Space following 10:30 worship today.

Men’s Fellowship Lunch - August 7
Join the men of Highlands at Dave’s Pizza in Homewood 
for lunch and fellowship on Tuesday, August 7 at 11:30 am. 
Contact Mark Chambers at markc205@yahoo.com for 
more information.  All Are Welcome!

People In Motion - Tuesdays, beginning August 7
People in Motion offers a dance class at Highlands each 
Tuesday at 1 pm in the Fellowship Hall. The next eight-
week session begins on August 7. Each class costs $10 
and is open to adults of all ages and abilities – no previous 
dance training required. Scholarships are available to those 
in need of financial assistance. Come join in for an hour of 
fun, fellowship, and dance! Contact Cynthia Brennan at 
205-213-7322 or cacmjp@bellsouth.net to learn more.

Youth Lake Retreat - August 10-12
All youth, including rising sixth graders, are invited to our 
annual end of summer Lake Retreat, August 10-12, with our 
cooperative youth group, Birmingham Cooperative Youth 
Ministries.  Sign up by Wednesday, August 8 at noon at 
www.highlandsumc.net/youth or contact Mary Elizabeth 
Neal at maryelizabeth@highlandsumc.net.

Saturday Supper Sisters - August 11
All women of Highlands are invited to the next meeting of 
the Saturday Supper Sisters on August 11 at 5:30 pm at the 
Fish Market Restaurant in Southside. For more informa-
tion or to RSVP, contact Jody Stewart at jodywstewart@
gmail.com.

Blessing of the Backpacks - August 19
Our annual back-to-school tradition of blessing our 
children and youth’s backpacks for the new school year 
will be Sunday, August 19.  Students of all ages, as well as 
teachers and administrators, are encouraged to bring their 
backpacks to worship for the blessing.
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Highlands United Methodist Church         Office Hours
office@highlandsumc.net                    Monday-Friday 8:00 am - 4:00 pm

205-933-8751                Closed for lunch 11:30 am - 12:30 pm  
Follow us on Facebook, Instagram,             Get updates from Highlands!
or Twitter @HighlandsUMC           Text HIGHLANDS to 84576

To include an announcement in Happening At Highlands, please submit information to the church office by Wednesday at noon.

KEEP IN PRAYER...

Virginia Timmons
Nancy Sawyer
Brook Morris
Pamela Huck
Sharon Turner
Brian McFarlin
Stan Hart
Therese Avant

Marie Jeff
Yvonne Norton
Don Delashaw
The Izcaray family
Chuck Tyndal
Kathleen and Tommy Thompson
Ed Hoye, father of Jim Hoye 
Lisa, sister of Angela Chramer 

Mark Carleton, brother of Lynn Hairston
Denise Jordan, sister of Cheryl Williams
Judy Trench, mother of Bart Trench
Walter Arms, father of Denise Williams
Lisa Mason Gay, sister of Creighton Mason
Ervin Curry, grandfather of Lindsay Dawson
Katherine Bethune, grandmother of Michael Prewitt

Contact information for those on this list is available from Deb Welsh at deb@highlandsumc.net or 205-2933-8751, ext. 211

Sunday School Story Sharing Series
“Sometimes life takes us places we never expected to go.  And in those places, God writes a story we never dreamed 
would be ours.” Renee Swope

The Highlands Adult Christian Formation Team invites you to be 
part of sacred community and holy conversation on Sunday mornings 
at 9:30 am in the Fellowship Hall. Each Sunday we will hear a differ-
ent personal story of faith and life experience.  Join us next week for 
the final session! All Are Welcome!

August 12 – Danny Jones

Summer Parenting Conversations
Join us on Tuesday evening, August 7, for our final parenting 
conversation of the summer. Dinner is served at 6 pm, followed 
by parent’s discussions at 6:30 pm with childcare provided 
following dinner.  Suggested donation of $20 per family. To 
make reservations, visit www.highlandsumc.net/families. 

August 7 – Mental Health with Dr. Dana Flynn-Schnider


