
Giving Matters Update
Thank you to all who have made a pledge to support our 
ministries in 2019!  We currently have received 115 pledges 
totaling $730,381.00.  If you have not yet made your pledge 
for 2019, please consider doing before the end of the year.  
Pledge cards are available from the ushers and may be left 
in the offering plate, returned to the church office, or com-
pleted online at www.highlandsumc.net/pledge.  

2018 Year-End Giving Guidelines
Please consider this important reminder regarding giving 
to Highlands. In order for contributions to be tax deduct-
ible for 2018, they must:

By mail: be postmarked on or before December 31.
Online: be completed by midnight (CST) December 31.
Hand Delivered: be delivered to the church office no 
later than 4 pm on Monday, December 31 or placed in 
the offering plate on Sunday, December 30.  

If you would like to make a gift of stock to the church, we 
have accounts with Charles Schwab and Morgan Stanley.  
Please contact Tyra Pirtle in the church office (finance@
highlandsumc.net or 933-8751 x103) and she will provide 
you with the church account number and transfer codes.  
Your contributions to the church are greatly appreciated!

Discovery Weekend Youth Retreat - Jan. 11-13
Discovery Weekend is our annual youth spiritual forma-
tion retreat.  This year’s Discovery Weekend is January 11-
13, 2019 at Camp Sumatanga. The cost of the weekend is 
$100, which includes lodging, meals, and transportation.  
All youth, grades 6–12, are invited.  Registration is open at 
www.highlandsumc.net/discovery until December 30.

Holiday Office and Community Ministries Hours
The Church Office will close at noon on Christmas Eve 

and will be closed Christmas Day and December 26.
The Church Office will close on December 31 at noon.  

Financial Manager’s Office will remain open until 4 pm.
The Church Office will be closed New Year’s Day.

Community Ministries will be closed December 26 
through January 1, 2019.  

Happening at Highlands

highlandsumc.net

Welcome to Highlands!
Hospes venit, Christes venit - When the guest comes, Christ comes.
Join us in the Greeting Space following 10:30 am worship 
for a taste of homemade bread prepared by our members. 
Visitors are especially encouraged to come by for a small gift 
and to learn more about the Highlands family. 

ShelbyNext Online Directory Photos - Today
Have you tried our new online directory, ShelbyNext?  
Through the directory, you can see contact information 
and photos of Highlands members, as well as our calen-
dar and other ways to be involved in the life of the church. 
It is an easy way to get to know your church family and 
put names with faces – that is, if everyone has an uploaded 
photo! If you need a new photo for the directory, a photog-
rapher will be available today at the top of the stairs in the 
Greeting Space.  Please stop by for a quick snapshot.  We 
would like all current members to have an updated photo 
uploaded to ShelbyNext by January 6, 2019 for a printed 
directory. If you need help getting started with ShelbyNext, please 
contact Mary Elizabeth Neal at maryelizabeth@highlandsumc.net.

Community Ministries Christmas Needs
Christmas can be a  hard time for some.  Many of our com-
munity ministries friends have lost or are separated from 
their families and feel that loss especially during the hol-
idays.  As we celebrate the season, let us also remember.  
Community Ministries needs cooked breakfast casseroles 
and fresh, whole fruit (bananas and oranges) to serve on 
Christmas Day.  Monetary donations and/or contributions 
of these items are welcome.  Donations can be brought to 
Christmas Eve services.  If you are able to host a table at 
Christmas Day breakfast (time commitment 8:15-10:15 am), 
please contact Deb Welsh at deb@highlandsumc.net.  

Open Table Holiday Homebound Connection
This holiday season our Open Table community is ask-
ing your family to spread Christmas cheer to Highlands’ 
homebound members.   Visit the table in the Greeting 
Space to pick up contact information for one of these 
members.  Thank you for helping to spread the love of 
Christ to our homebound members this Advent season.

KEEP IN PRAYER...
Therese Avant 
Don Delashaw
Stan Hart
Pamela Huck
Debbie Lagarde
Annella Lagarde
Brian McFarlin

Brook Morris
Yvonne Norton
Pat Quellhorst (Fairhaven Rehab)
Nancy Sawyer
Kathleen & Tommy Thompson
Virginia Timmons
Chuck Tyndal 

Lisa, sister of Angela Chramer 
Mark Carleton, brother of Lynn Hairston
Sharon Self, mother of Michelle Jones
Lisa Mason Gay, sister of Creighton Mason
Chris Hartley, son-in-law of John McFarlin
Judy Trench, mother of Bart Trench

Contact information for those on this list is available from Deb Welsh.

http://www.highlandsumc.net


Sanctuary Advent Wreath: Lisa & Steve Alexander;  Joy McPherson & Mark Chambers

Chapel Advent Wreath: Andrea & Goodloe White

Sanctuary Chrismon Tree: Coke & Kelly Williams

Balcony Wreaths: Brian Bellenger in honor of the Choir, Acolytes, and Worship 

Committee

Wreaths in the Chapel: Carolyn & Jim Delk;  Suzanne & Jim Hoye in honor of Deb 

Welsh and in honor and memory of their parents

Wreaths in the Sanctuary: Lisa & Steve Alexander;  Joy McPherson & Mark Chambers

Wreaths on Exterior Doors: Beth Douthit in memory of Elvin and Elizabeth Douthit;  

Lynn & Dick L’Eplattenier in memory of Abigail;  Romona & Jim Shannon in honor 

of James Maben Shannon, III;  Scott & Lillie Corinne Welch in honor of Billie Smith 

Manning and in memory of Gail Finch Parmley;  Kathy Burdette;  Celia & Jeff Davenport;  

Ann Day Hunt;  Betsy Mackin; Deirdre & Creighton Mason;  Tyra Pirtle;  April & 

Jonathan Sides

Poinsettias: Clarence Crump in memory of Kathleen Kauffman and Henrietta Crump; 

Dinah Hughes in memory of her mother, Virginia Lenon;  Fran Hopkins in memory of Jeff 

Hopkins;  Reina & John McFarlin in memory of Donald D. White;  Judy Mills in memory 

of Margaret Mills;  Jody Stewart in memory of Johnny & Joel Stewart;  Celia & Jeff 

Davenport;  Denise & Bill Williams in memory of Bill and Wilma Williams;  Cinda York

Garland over High Altar: PJ & Steve Ellis

Greenery and Poinsettias in the Greeting Space: Glenn Mask in memory of Bradford 

and Margaret Kidd and in honor of Rick Phillips and The Choir

On this fourth Sunday of the Advent season, the following are given to the glory of God:

Throughout the season of Advent, the Sanctuary and church building will be adorned with garlands, wreaths, 
poinsettias, and altar flowers.  More is added each week, so that as we approach Christmas, we will experience 
increasing beauty in our worship spaces. We wish to offer special thanks to Glenn Mask for his gifts and talents 
during the season to bring this beauty to life. 


