
Church Council Meeting - June 24
The next church council meeting will be Monday, June 24 
at 6 pm. All council members are asked to notify council 
chair Romona Shannon if they will be unable to attend.  
Church Council meetings are open to everyone and all are 
welcome to observe our church leadership at work.  

Fifth Sunday Potluck Lunch - June 30
All are invited to an after-church potluck lunch on Sun-
day, June 30, sponsored by Open Table. No program, no 
agenda, just warm fellowship and delicious food with your 
Highlands family. Bring a dish to share and enjoy!  All are 
welcome!

Vacation Bible School Registration Now Open
All children age 4 – rising 5th graders are invited to join us 
to discover God’s way of peace at Peace Lab, our VBS day 
camp, July 8–12.  VBS is open to everyone; you need not be 
a member of Highlands to attend. Registration is limited 
to 50 participants, so be sure to register today! To sign up 
or for more information, visit www.highlandsumc.net/vbs. 

Vacation Bible School Volunteers
Volunteers and Youth Counselors are still needed!  Youth 
counselors must be rising 6th graders or older. Adult vol-
unteers are needed to prepare and serve snacks, create les-
son materials and decorations, chaperone field trips, and 
assist with small groups; you can serve as much or as little 
as your schedule allows!  If you have questions or would 
like to sign up, Mary Elizabeth would LOVE to talk with 
you at maryelizabeth@highlandsumc.net or 205-275-2893.

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Training 
It’s not too late to sign up to participate in this Level 1 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Training this July at In-
dependent Presbyterian Church.  This is an excellent op-
portunity to deepen your own faith while learning about 
the faith formation of young children. Contact Lauri Soong 
at laurisoong@hotmail.com or Reggie Holder at  reggie@
highlandsumc.net for more information

Worship and Giving Online During the Summer
As summer approaches, Highlands hopes that you will join 
us in worship as often as possible. However, please remem-
ber during summer travels that you can join us for worship 
online from wherever you find yourself!  
To worship online: Visit www.highlandsumc.net/services 
or www.facebook.com/HighlandsUMC/videos. Live vide-
os are streamed on Facebook each Sunday at 10:30 am but 
you do not need to have a Facebook account to view (no 
matter how often they ask you to sign in!).  Past services 
may be viewed at www.highlandsumc.net/services.
To give online: Visit www.highlandsumc.net/giving and 
click the Online Giving button. 

Happening at Highlands
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Welcome to Highlands!
Hospes venit, Christes venit. – When the guest comes, Christ comes.
Join us in the Greeting Space following 10:30 am worship 
for a taste of homemade bread prepared by our members. 
Visitors are especially encouraged to come by for a small gift 
and to learn more about the Highlands family. 

The Poetry of Mary Oliver - Begins June 4
The Lenten Group that explored the poetry of Mary Oliver 
will continue to meet this summer on Tuesday evenings at 
5:30 pm at the church, beginning on June 4.  Members of the 
group will take turns selecting the poems we will use and 
leading the discussion.  The group welcomes new partic-
ipants! We know folks travel during the summer so even 
your limited participation is welcomed.  See back page for 
this week’s selected poem. For more information, contact 
Reggie Holder at reggie@highlandsumc.net.

People In Motion - June 5
This week’s People in Motion dance class will meet on 
Wednesday, June 5 at 11:30 am instead of the regular-
ly scheduled time.  People in Motion usually meets each 
Tuesday at 1 pm in the Fellowship Hall. Each class costs $10 
and is open to adults of all ages and abilities – no previous 
dance training required. Come join in for an hour of fun, 
fellowship, and dance! Contact Cynthia Brennan at 205-
213-7322 or cacmjp@bellsouth.net to learn more.

Pride Parade - June 8
Highlands will be once again be participating in the Pride 
Parade on Saturday, June 8. This year we will be walk-
ing the parade route with the six individual Reconciling 
United Methodist Churches in Birmingham: Highlands, 
Woodlawn, Avondale, St. Junia, First UMC, and Church of 
the Reconciler. We will gather at the church at 6:30 pm and 
carpool together to the parade route on 7th Avenue South. 
To sign up to participate or for more information contact 
Reggie Holder at reggie@highlandsumc.net.

Ladies Coffee Night - June 19
Need a break?  Join the women of Highlands for a relaxed 
social gathering at O’Henry’s Coffee next to Brookwood 
Mall on Wednesday, June 19 at 7:30 pm.  No agenda, no 
book to read - just friends fellowshipping together.  Con-
tact Lauri Soong at laurisoong@hotmail.com to learn more.

Youth Group Pool Party - June 21
All youth including rising 6th graders are invited to a pool 
party on Friday, June 21 at 4 to 6 pm to welcome our new 
youth director, Henry Gibson. Parents and siblings are 
welcome and invited.  Party will take place at the home 
of Frances Owens in Mountain Brook. Bring chips, drinks, 
or a dessert to share! To RSVP and address, please contact 
Mary Elizabeth Neal at maryelizabeth@highlandsumc.net.

June 2, 2019 Ascension Sunday
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Highlands United Methodist Church         Office Hours
office@highlandsumc.net                    Monday-Friday 8:00 am - 4:00 pm

205-933-8751                Closed for lunch 11:30 am - 12:30 pm  
Follow us on Facebook, Instagram,                    Get email updates from Highlands!
or Twitter @HighlandsUMC           Text HIGHLANDS to 84576

To include an announcement in Happening At Highlands, please submit information to the church office by Wednesday at noon.

KEEP IN PRAYER...

Contact information for those on this list is available from Deb Welsh at deb@highlandsumc.net or 205-933-8751, ext. 211

Community Ministries Opportunities
It’s time to stock the pantry!  Community Ministries is low on sugar, coffee, smooth peanut butter, and laundry deter-
gent pods. Donations can be dropped off in the baskets in the Narthex, Greeting Space, or the box by the church office. 
During the summer months, many of our regular weekly volunteers take some much–deserved time off.  This is an ex-
cellent opportunity for families, especially those with children and youth, to serve together.  To choose a date, contact 
Deb Welsh at deb@highlandsumc.net.

The Poetry of Mary Oliver - June 4
Mary Oliver almost always stretches one’s mind, grounds one’s heart, and animates one’s spirit. During these days of 
people hammering on each other with their personal “certainties,” Oliver draws our attention to life’s mysteries. We’re 
all hip-deep in mysteries at which we can only marvel. Might mystery be the common ground that seems to elude us 
in our divided and divisive times?  
Join us this week, Tuesday June 4 at 5:30 pm in the Griffin-Williams Room as we explore Oliver’s poem “Mysteries, Yes”.

Truly, we live with mysteries too marvelous
   to be understood. 
How grass can be nourishing in the
   mouths of the lambs.
How rivers and stones are forever
   in allegiance with gravity
   while we ourselves dream of rising.
How two hands touch and the bonds will
    never be broken.
How people come, from delight or the
    scars of damage,
    to the comfort of a poem. 
Let me keep my distance, always, from those
    who think they have the answers. 
Let me keep company always with those who say
    “Look!” and laugh in astonishment,
    and bow their heads.

OUR SYMPATHY... to the family and friends of Gwen Johnson.  A memorial service will be held on Saturday, June 8 at 10:30 a.m. in 
the Sanctuary following Community Ministries
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