
Vacation Bible School Volunteers - Sign Up Today
Peace Lab, our VBS day camp, is July 8-12! Vacation Bible 
School is a whole-church endeavor and it works best when 
everyone gives a little! Volunteers are needed to prepare 
materials, serve snacks, chaperone field trips, and a myriad 
of other necessary tasks; you can give as much or as little 
time as your schedule allows. Volunteers can sign up in the 
Greeting Space today following worship.  Don’t have the 
time to spare this summer? Pick out a supply item to do-
nate from the display in the Greeting Space.  Contact Mary 
Elizabeth Neal at maryelizabeth@highlandsumc.net with 
your questions.

Vacation Bible School Donations
What would Vacation Bible School be without a few craft 
projects from recycled materials?  If you have any of the 
following items, please consider donating them to VBS 
this year!  Donations may be dropped off at the church of-
fice during the week, or at the VBS display in the Greeting 
Space on Sundays.  

• Shoe boxes (any size, in good condition)
• Fabric (any color, pattern, material)
• Travel, animal, or nature magazines
• Wire clothes hangers

Community Ministries Opportunities
During the summer months, many of our regular weekly 
volunteers take some much–deserved time off.  This is an 
excellent opportunity for families, especially those with 
children and youth, to serve together.  To choose a date, 
contact Deb Welsh at deb@highlandsumc.net.
The Community Ministries pantry is currently low on the 
following items: sugar, coffee, smooth peanut butter, and 
laundry detergent pods. Donations can be dropped off in 
the baskets in the Narthex and Greeting Space or in the 
donation box outside the church office.

Panera Drivers Needed
Panera donations are Community Ministries staple. For 
years, the sweets and baked goods donated have supple-
mented the morning meal ensuring there’s enough food for 
all our guests. It could not happen without our behind-the-
scenes Panera drivers!!! This amazing team of volunteers 
picks up the end of the day donations and delivers them to 
the church. A HUGE “thank you” to those volunteers!  
Due to health reasons a couple of our volunteers need to 
take a break.  We are in need of THREE drivers to pick up 
from The Summit Panera once a month. Available days are 
the 2nd and 5th (only 4 times a year) Thursdays and the 
third Friday of each month.  We are also in need of substi-
tute drivers to fill in when regular volunteers are unavail-
able.  If you are interested in helping fill this need, please 
contact Deb Welsh  at deb@highlandsumc.net.

Happening at Highlands
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Welcome to Highlands!
Hospes venit, Christes venit. – When the guest comes, Christ comes.
Join us in the Greeting Space following 10:30 am worship. 
Visitors are especially encouraged to come by for a small gift 
and to learn more about the Highlands family. 

Youth Mission Trip - June 23-28
Please be in prayer for the youth and adults who will travel 
to South Alabama this week to participate in our summer 
youth mission trip with Alabama Rural Ministries.  Partic-
ipants will complete home repairs and lead a day camp for 
local students.  

Church Council Meeting - June 24
The next church council meeting will be Monday, June 24 
at 6 pm. All council members are asked to notify council 
chair Romona Shannon if they will be unable to attend.  
Church Council meetings are open to everyone and all are 
welcome to observe our church leadership at work.  

People In Motion - No Class This Week
People in Motion dance class will not meet this week.  
They will resume classes on July 2.  People in Motion meets 
at Highlands each Tuesday at 1 pm in the Fellowship Hall. 
Each class costs $10 and is open to adults of all ages and 
abilities. Scholarships are available to those in need of fi-
nancial assistance.  Come join in for an hour of fun, fellow-
ship, and dance! Contact Cynthia Brennan at 205-213-7322 
or cacmjp@bellsouth.net to learn more.

The Poetry of Mary Oliver - No Class This Week
The Mary Oliver Poetry Group will not meet this week, 
June 25, due to many folks traveling.  They will resume on 
Tuesday, July 2.  The group meets Tuesday evenings at 5:30 
pm in the Griffin-Williams Room. Members of the group 
take turns selecting the poems and leading the discussion. 
For more information, contact Reggie Holder at reggie@
highlandsumc.net.  See back page for this week’s poem.

Fifth Sunday Potluck Lunch - June 30
All are invited to an after-church potluck lunch next Sun-
day, June 30, sponsored by Open Table. No program, no 
agenda, just warm fellowship and delicious food with your 
Highlands family. Bring a dish to share and enjoy!  All are 
welcome!

Vacation Bible School Registration Open
All children age 4 – rising 5th graders are invited to join us 
to discover God’s way of peace at Peace Lab, our VBS day 
camp, July 8–12.  VBS is open to everyone; you need not 
be a member of Highlands to attend. There is room for 20 
more children so be sure to register today! To sign up or for 
more information, visit www.highlandsumc.net/vbs. 

June 23, 2019 The Second Sunday After Pentecost



  
Highlands United Methodist Church         Office Hours
office@highlandsumc.net                    Monday-Friday 8:00 am - 4:00 pm

205-933-8751                Closed for lunch 11:30 am - 12:30 pm  
Follow us on Facebook, Instagram,                    Get email updates from Highlands!
or Twitter @HighlandsUMC           Text HIGHLANDS to 84576

To include an announcement in Happening At Highlands, please submit information to the church office by Wednesday at noon.

KEEP IN PRAYER...

Contact information for those on this list is available from Deb Welsh at deb@highlandsumc.net or 205-933-8751, ext. 211

Worship and Giving Online During the Summer
As summer approaches, Highlands hopes that you will join us in worship as often as possible. However, please remem-
ber during summer travels that you can join us for worship online from wherever you find yourself!  
To worship online: Visit www.highlandsumc.net/services or www.facebook.com/HighlandsUMC/videos. Live videos 
are streamed on Facebook each Sunday at 10:30 am but you do not need to have a Facebook account to view (no matter 
how often they ask you to sign in!).  Past services may be viewed at www.highlandsumc.net/services.
To give online: Visit www.highlandsumc.net/giving and click the Online Giving button. Choose the HUMC General 
Operating Budget/General Budget and enter the amount of your gift.  Complete payment information and submit.  

The Poetry of Mary Oliver - July 2
Join our Mary Oliver Poetry group next week, Tuesday July 2 at 5:30 pm in the Griffin-Williams Room, to discuss “Don’t 
Hesitate”.  New participants are always welcome!

Don’t Hesitate – Mary Oliver 

If you suddenly and unexpectedly feel joy,
don’t hesitate. Give in to it. There are plenty
of lives and whole towns destroyed or about
to be. We are not wise, and not very often
kind. And much can never be redeemed.
Still, life has some possibility left. Perhaps this
is its way of fighting back, that sometimes
something happens better than all the riches
or power in the world. It could be anything,
but very likely you notice it in the instant
when love begins. Anyway, that’s often the
case. Anyway, whatever it is, don’t be afraid
of its plenty. Joy is not made to be a crumb.
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