
Church Council Meeting Date Change - June 24
The next church council meeting scheduled for May 20 has 
been moved to June 24 at 6 pm. All council members are 
asked to make note of the date change and to notify coun-
cil chair Romona Shannon if they will be unable to attend.  
Church Council meetings are open to everyone and all are 
welcome to observe our church leadership at work.  

Vacation Bible School Registration Now Open
All children age 4 – rising 5th graders are invited to join 
us to discover God’s way of peace at Peace Lab, our VBS 
day camp, July 8–12.  Registration is open now at www.
highlandsumc.net/vbs. VBS is open to everyone; you need 
not be a member of Highlands to attend. Registration is 
limited to 50 participants, so be sure to register early!  
More information can be found on the registration page.
Youth counselors and adult volunteers are also needed for 
the week!  Volunteers may work as many or as few days 
as their schedule allows, both before and during VBS. To 
sign up, contact Mary Elizabeth Neal at maryelizabeth@
highlandsumc.net.

People In Motion - Tuesdays
People in Motion dance class meets at Highlands each 
Tuesday at 1 pm in the Fellowship Hall. Each class costs $10 
and is open to adults of all ages and abilities – no previous 
dance training required. Scholarships are available to those 
in need of financial assistance. Come join in for an hour of 
fun, fellowship, and dance! Contact Cynthia Brennan at 
205-213-7322 or cacmjp@bellsouth.net to learn more.

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Training 
Highlands is excited to partner with Independent Presby-
terian Church to offer an opportunity for you to deepen 
your own faith while learning about the faith formation of 
young children. This July, we will offer an intensive one-
week Level 1 Catechesis Training course.  Participants will 
meet at IPC for training from 9 am – 4 pm Monday-Friday 
(childcare available). This summer’s one-week course is 
Part 1 of a two-part course, with Part 2 meeting in summer 
of 2020.  If you want to know more about the Catechesis 
of the Good Shepherd, what is involved with the training, 
and why this  training is so important and spiritually en-
riching, contact Lauri Soong at laurisoong@hotmail.com 
or Reggie Holder at  reggie@highlandsumc.net.

Happening at Highlands
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Welcome to Highlands!
Hospes venit, Christes venit. – When the guest comes, Christ comes.
Join us in the Greeting Space following 10:30 am worship 
for a taste of homemade bread prepared by our members. 
Visitors are especially encouraged to come by for a small gift 
and to learn more about the Highlands family. 

Inclusive Worship at First Methodist - May 19
All are welcome and invited to worship together with our 
friends from other Birmingham-area UMCs this afternoon 
at 3 pm at First United Methodist Church.  Our new associ-
ate Rev. Henry Gibson will preach, pastors of Birmingham 
Reconciling Congregations will serve holy communion, 
and diverse voices will lead us in worshiping the God who 
loves us all. 

Visiting our Muslim Neighbors - May 21
At the invitation of the Birmingham Islamic Society, High-
lands has arranged visits to the Hoover Crescent Islamic 
Center during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan.  The 
next visit will be on Tuesday, May 21 from 7 to 9 pm.  Par-
ticipants will have an opportunity to meet some our Mus-
lim neighbors, attend a class on Islam, observe a Muslim 
prayer service, and enjoy a Muslim break-fast meal.  Ques-
tions you have about Islam are encouraged.  Space is limit-
ed; please register by the end of the day.  Contact Malcolm 
Carmichael at malcarmich@gmail.com or 334-221-8520. 

Youth Mission Trip Planning Meeting - May 22
All youth participating in this year’s summer mission trip 
are asked to attend a planning session on Wednesday, May 
22 at 5:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  Dinner is provided.

Saturday Supper Sisters - June 1
All women of Highlands are invited to the next meeting of 
the Saturday Supper Sisters on June 1 at 5:30 pm at Seasons 
52 at The Summit for food, fun, and fellowship. RSVP to 
Jody Stewart at jodywstewart@gmail.com or 205-317-4661. 

Ladies Coffee Night - June 19
Need a break?  Join the women of Highlands for a relaxed 
social gathering at O’Henry’s Coffee next to Brookwood 
Mall on Wednesday, June 19 at 7:30 pm.  No agenda, no 
book to read - just friends fellowshipping together.  Con-
tact Lauri Soong at laurisoong@hotmail.com to learn more.
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Highlands United Methodist Church         Office Hours
office@highlandsumc.net                    Monday-Friday 8:00 am - 4:00 pm

205-933-8751                Closed for lunch 11:30 am - 12:30 pm  
Follow us on Facebook, Instagram,                    Get email updates from Highlands!
or Twitter @HighlandsUMC           Text HIGHLANDS to 84576

To include an announcement in Happening At Highlands, please submit information to the church office by Wednesday at noon.

KEEP IN PRAYER...
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Contact information for those on this list is available from Deb Welsh at deb@highlandsumc.net or 205-933-8751, ext. 211

Community Ministries Opportunities
It’s time to stock the pantry!  Community Ministries is low on sugar, coffee, smooth peanut butter, and laundry deter-
gent pods. Donations can be dropped off in the baskets in the Narthex, Greeting Space, or the box by the church office. 

During the summer months, many of our regular weekly volunteers take some much–deserved time off.  This is an ex-
cellent opportunity for families, especially those with children and youth, to serve together.  To choose a date, contact 
Deb Welsh at deb@highlandsumc.net.

New Welcoming Ministries Assistant
If you have visited Highlands on a weekday over the past four 
years, the first person you probably encountered was our Wel-
coming Ministries Assistant, Bonnie Hartley.  Bonnie and her 
daughter Sarah will be moving to Idaho the end of this month, 
and we wish them safe travels and blessings on their next jour-
ney.  Thank you to Bonnie for four years of service!

Beginning Monday, our new Welcoming Ministries Assis-
tant will be Drake Roberts.  Drake is a graduate of Birming-
ham-Southern College (‘08) and is currently persuing a Mas-
ters in Youth Ministry from Memphis Theological Seminary.  
Drake and his wife, Christine, live in Trussville with their sons, 
Malachi (6) and Rowan (2).


