
Thanksgiving Meal - November 22
We will serve Thanksgiving lunch to our Community Min-
istries friends on November 22. Prior to the meal, we need  
volunteers to cook desserts or purchase fresh fruit, as well 
as set up and decorate the Fellowship Hall. On Thanksgiv-
ing Day, we need volunteers to help with serving, welcom-
ing, and clean up. If you will be out of town on Thanks-
giving, please consider making a donation to assist with 
the purchase of the meal. Checks may be made to HUMC 
with “CM Thanksgiving” in the  memo line. To volunteer, 
contact Martha Council at mcouncil@metromonitor.com 
or Deb Welsh at deb@highlandsumc.net.

Christmas Pageant & Sacred Dance Registration
It’s time to sign up your children for Advent Sacred Dance 
and the Children’s Christmas Pageant! Sacred Dance is 
open to boys and girls in 1st grade or older. The Christmas 
Pageant will be Sunday, December 23 at the 10:30 am wor-
ship service, with roles for children age 3 – 5th grade. More 
information and sign up: www.highlandsumc.net/pageant.

New Online Church Directory
We are excited to share our new church online directory, 
ShelbyNext Membership, with the congregation!  Through 
it, you can see contact information and photographs of 
Highlands members, as well as our calendar and other 
ways to be involved in the life of the church. It is an easy 
way to get to know your church family and put names with 
faces. All current members should  have received an email 
with log-in credentials last Sunday.  In the event that you 
did not receive that communication,  please send an email 
to Mary Elizabeth Neal at maryelizabeth@highlandsumc.
net from the email you would like to use for your online 
directory account.  We will work quickly to get you the in-
formation you need to get started.  If you do not want to be in-
cluded in the directory, you may opt out, however, please note though 
that if you opt out, you will no longer be able to access the directory.
If you need help getting started with ShelbyNext, church 
staff will be available for open office hours on Wednesday, 
November 14 from 1 to 3 pm in the Greeting Space. If you 
need a new photo for the directory, a photographer will be 
available during the church-wide luncheon next Sunday, 
November 18 following 10:30 am worship.  
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The church office, Community Ministries, and 
Child Development Center will be closed Monday, 
November 12 in observance of Veteran’s Day.  

Welcome to Highlands!
Hospes venit, Christes venit - When the guest comes, Christ comes.
Join us in the Greeting Space following 10:30 am worship 
for a taste of homemade bread prepared by our members. 
Visitors are especially encouraged to come by for a small gift 
and to learn more about the Highlands family. 

Cooking with Kids - Today
All children and their families are invited to fill the freezers 
with breakfast casseroles for Community Ministries this 
afternoon at 2 pm.  For more information, contact Susan 
Rathmell at srathmell@gmail.com.

Second Sunday Jam - Today
Join in today at 5 pm in the Fellowship Hall for a casual jam 
session - music will be provided! Bring your instruments 
and your voices to play and sing along. For more informa-
tion, contact John McFarlin at jmcmedic1@yahoo.com or 
Mark Hughes at Mark.Hughes@mcleodsoftware.com.

Saturday Supper Sisters - November 17
All women of Highlands are invited to the next meeting 
of the Saturday Supper Sisters on Saturday, November 17 
at 5:30 pm at The Pita Stop in Southside for food, fun, and 
fellowship.  This will be the last SSS meeting until after the 
Christmas and New Year holidays. For more information, 
contact Jody Stewart at jodywstewart@gmail.com.

Church-Wide Luncheon - November 18
All are welcome and invited to a church-wide luncheon on 
Sunday, November 18 after the 10:30 am worship service to 
learn more about Giving Matters, our 2019 stewardship 
campaign, and the financial needs of the church. RSVP at 
www.highlandsumc.net/pledge. RSVP requested but not required.

Youth Group Meeting - November 18
Youth Group meets on Sunday, November 18 from 4 to 6 
pm at Woodlawn UMC.  Senior Highs will meet at 3 pm 
to work on Discovery Weekend.  To sign up for Discovery 
Weekend (Jan 11-13), visit highlandsumc.net/discovery.

November 11, 2018 The 25th Sunday After Pentecost

Stewardship for 2019 Ministries
Pledge cards are available in the sanctuary pews,  Narthex, 
and Greeting Space. Pledge cards may be left in the offering 
plate any Sunday in November or returned to the church 
office no later than “Giving Tuesday” November 27.www.highlandsumc.net/pledge

http://www.highlandsumc.net


  
Highlands United Methodist Church         Office Hours
office@highlandsumc.net                    Monday-Friday 8:00 am - 4:00 pm

205-933-8751                Closed for lunch 11:30 am - 12:30 pm  
Follow us on Facebook, Instagram,                    Get email updates from Highlands!
or Twitter @HighlandsUMC           Text HIGHLANDS to 84576

To include an announcement in Happening At Highlands, please submit information to the church office by Wednesday at noon.

KEEP IN PRAYER...

Therese Avant 
James and Jean Daniel
Don Delashaw
Stan Hart
Pamela Huck
Brian McFarlin
Judy Mills
Brook Morris

Yvonne Norton
Nancy Sawyer
Linda Thacker
Kathleen & Tommy Thompson
Virginia Timmons
Sharon Turner
Chuck Tyndal 

Lisa, sister of Angela Chramer 
Mark Carleton, brother of Lynn Hairston
Ed Hoye, father of Jim Hoye 
Lisa Mason Gay, sister of Creighton Mason
Katherine Bethune, grandmother of Michael Prewitt
Judy Trench, mother of Bart Trench
Denise Jordan, sister of Cheryl Williams

Contact information for those on this list is available from Deb Welsh at deb@highlandsumc.net or 205-933-8751, ext. 211

Advent Small Group - Begins December 2
Are you hungry to rediscover the child-like wonder of this holy sea-
son, to prepare for the incarnation, the coming of “God with us” 
in Jesus in simpler ways?  Join our Advent small group revisiting 
passages from C.S. Lewis’ beloved classic The Lion, The Witch and 
the Wardrobe.  This small group will explore the powerful themes 
of light & darkness, temptation & sin, forgiveness & hope, all 
through the lens of Lewis’ rich tale. 

Our text, Advent In Narnia by Heidi Haverkamp, provides daily med-
itations for participants. Kathleen Lalor will facilitate four Sunday 
morning sessions of guided conversations and prayerful reflection. 
Meets Sundays, December 2, 9, 16, and 23 at 9:25 am in the Library.  
Contact Kathleen at kblalor@gmail.com to register & receive your 
copy of the book ($10).  All are welcome! 

OUR SYMPATHY...
to Barbara Nichols and family in the death of her husband, Bob.

After 25 years, the Festival of Three Kings returns to Highlands! 
On Saturday, December 8, Highlands will host 100 children for an afternoon 
of Christmas fun. Volunteers are needed to help with setup and clean up, 
gift pick-up, and festival activities – snacks, crafts, face painting, and photo 
booth.  To volunteer to help with the day of the festival, contact Deb Welsh 
at deb@highlandsumc.net.

Highlands families are invited to provide a memorable Christmas for the 
children attending our Festival of the Three Kings. Sponsors will purchase 
gifts ($100 limit) to be distributed to each child’s family while the children 
enjoy the festival activities. Wish lists are available downstairs in the Greet-
ing Space following 10:30 am worship today. Gifts must be dropped off at 
Highlands by Wednesday, December 5 at noon. Youth Group shopping 
trip will be Sunday, December 2 at 4 pm.


