
Highlands United Methodist Church

The Solemn Liturgy of Good Friday

MarCH 25, 2016
Noon Service
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Père pardonne-leur: Ils ne savent pas ce qu'ils font (“Father, forgive them: they know not what they do”) by Macha Chmakoff
From the series “Les sept dernières paroles du Christ”



Order for Worship

Preaching – reggie Holder

Liturgist – The reverend Deb Welsh

Choirmaster and Organist – richard Phillips

*Congregation please stand. Words in bold are spoken or sung by the congregation.

 

(The congregation stands as the procession begins.)

*Silent Procession

*Collect for Good Friday

Blessed be our God. Forever and ever. Amen.

Let us pray:  Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to 
be betrayed, and given into the hands of sinners, and to suffer death upon the cross; who now lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament Lesson                                             Isaiah 52:13-53:12
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalter                                                   Psalm 22:1-2, 7-8, 14-21                                     Plainsong (Tone IVe)
The Chamber Choir

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? *and are so far from my cry and from the words of my distress? O my God, I 
cry in the daytime, but you do not answer; *by night as well, but I find no rest.  All who see me laugh me to scorn; * they curl 
their lips and wag their heads, saying,  He trusted in the LORD; let him deliver him; * let him rescue him, if he delights in him.” 
I am poured out like water; all my bones are out of joint; *my heart within my breast is melting wax. My mouth is dried out 
like a pot-sherd; my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth; * and you have laid me in the dust of the grave. Packs of dogs close 
me in, and gangs of evildoers circle around me; * they pierce my hands and my feet; I can count all my bones. They stare and 
gloat over me; * they divide my garments among them; they cast lots for my clothing. Be not far away, O LORD; *you are my 
strength; hasten to help me.  Save me from the sword, * my life from the power of the dog. Save me from the lion’s mouth, * my 
wretched body from the horns of wild bulls.  I will declare your Name to my brethren; * in the midst of the congregation I will 
praise you.

 

Serving for Altar Guild:  Nancy Hill, Donna Sibley

Serving as Ushers:  George Gaskin, Mattie Gaskin

Serving as Verger:  Mary Elizabeth Neal



Epistle Lesson                                                                                                                 Hebrews 10:16-25
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*Hymn 286                                              O Sacred Head, Now Wounded                                          PASSION CHORALE
Organ Improvisation: T. Tertius Noble

*The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ                                                                                John 19:16b-25

The Homily                                                                        Reggie Holder 

anthem                                                      That Virgin’s Child 
The Chamber Choir

That Virgin’s Child, most meek and mild, a lonely for my sake, His Father’s will for to fulfill, 
He came great pains to take.  And suffered death, as scripture saith, that we should saved be, on Good Friday: 

Wherefore I say, he mourned sore for me.  Now Christ Jesú of love most true, have mercy upon me. 
I ask Thee grace for my trespass that I have done to Thee.  

For Thy sweet Name, save me from shame and all adversity: 
For Mary’s sake, to Thee me take, and mourn no more for me.

Thomas Tallis (c1505-1585)                                                                                                                                                               Text, John Gwynneth

The Solemn Prayers and The Lord’s Prayer                       The Reverend Deb Welsh

*Hymn 289                                                                Ah, Holy Jesus                                                             HERZLIEBSTER JESU

*Silent Procession                                                                                                                       

Silence is observed throughout the Sanctuary from this time forward.
Each person is encouraged to pray and meditate as long as he or she desires. 



www.highlandsumc.net

Highlands United Methodist Church affirms that nothing can separate anyone from the love of God. We invite all 
to worship, wonder, and discover God’s grace as we aspire to create a safe space for all to participate fully in the 

life of this community of faith.

We are called to shine as a beacon of hope, grace, belonging and respect for all people. Regardless of age, gender 
identity, ethnicity, sexual orientation, family, financial status, nationality, physical or mental ability, past or 

future, there is room for you at Highlands.

† All children are welcome to stay in worship, or a nursery is provided for ages 4 and younger. An usher will be happy
to direct you there. Children ages 4 to 2nd grade are encouraged to come to the chancel when called to the Children’s 
Moment and may then attend Children’s Church or return to be with their family.

† Children’s bulletins, books and crayons are available from the ushers for use in worship.  

† Please pick up a guest welcome bag after worship to learn more about Highlands. Feel free to call or email the church
with any questions or pastoral care needs. We would love to have the opportunity to visit with you.  

† Parking is free on Sundays at all metered street spaces near the church, at the Hotel Highland Parking Deck on
Magnolia Avenue and in the Highlands Bar and Grill lot on 11th Avenue South.

Good Friday Service of Tenebrae, March 25 at 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary

Easter Sunday, March 27 at 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
featuring members of the Alabama Symphony Orchestra


