
Highlands United Methodist Church

The Feast of Pentecost

May 15, 2016  10:30 a.m. Service
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Today we celebrate Pentecost, often known as the birthday of the Church. The name Pentecost 
comes from the Greek for fiftieth day. Its origins relate to the Jewish harvest festival of Shavuot, 
which commemorates God’s giving of the law on Mt. Sinai. Pentecost marks the day when the

Holy Spirit descended on the disciples in Jerusalem fifty days after Easter.



Highlands United Methodist Church affirms that nothing can separate anyone from the love of God. We invite all 
to worship, wonder, and discover God’s grace as we aspire to create a safe space for all to participate fully in the 

life of this community of faith.

We are called to shine as a beacon of hope, grace, belonging and respect for all people. Regardless of age, gender 
identity, ethnicity, sexual orientation, family, financial status, nationality, physical or mental ability, past or 

future, there is room for you at Highlands.

† All children are welcome to stay in worship, or a nursery is provided for ages 4 and younger. An usher will be happy
to direct you there. Children ages 4 to 2nd grade are encouraged to come to the chancel when called to the Children’s 
Moment and may then attend Children’s Church or return to be with their family.

† Children’s bulletins, books and crayons are available from the ushers for use in worship.  

† Please pick up a guest welcome bag after worship to learn more about Highlands. Feel free to call or email the church
with any questions or pastoral care needs. We would love to have the opportunity to visit with you.  

† Parking is free on Sundays at all metered street spaces near the church, at the Hotel Highland Parking Deck on
Magnolia Avenue and in the Highlands Bar and Grill lot on 11th Avenue South.



Order for Holy Communion

Communion Setting:  Service in E Major (Collegium Regale) – Harold Darke (1888-1976)

Preaching – The Reverend Mikah Hudson

Liturgist – The Reverend Deb Welsh

Choirmaster and Organist – Richard Phillips

*Congregation please stand. Words in bold are spoken or sung by the congregation.

 

Pealing of the Tower Bells                                                                                      Richard Fender, Chimer

Call to Worship and Prelude             Praeludium in C Major                              Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)
BWV 531

And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 
Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them.

*Hymn in Procession 648                     God the Spirit, Guide and Guardian                                                                            HYFRYDOL
Organ Improvisation: Noel Rawsthorn

Descant Setting: Richard Phillips

*Collect for Purity                                      

Alleluia! Christ is risen! The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Let us pray:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may per-
fectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, through Christ our Lord. Amen.

(Congregation may be seated.)

Gloria in Excelsis (Sung by The Choir)                                                     

Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will toward men. We praise thee, we bless Thee,
we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee for thy great glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, 

God the Father Almighty. O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the sins of the world, 

receive our prayer. Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. For thou only art holy, 
thou only art the Lord, thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Serving for Altar Guild:  PJ Ellis, Doreen Fell

Serving as Ushers:  Jimmy Shannon, Chris Willis

Serving as Communion Stewards:  Amy Allen, Mark Chambers, Carrie Johnson

Serving as Acolytes:  Warren Laird, Mary-Kate Laird, Nathan Jones, Sam Jones

Serving as Verger:  Brian Bellenger

Serving as Lay Reader:  Leigh Delashaw



Collect of the Day 
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Let us pray: God of grace, you sent the promised gift of the Holy Spirit upon the apostles and the women, upon Mary the moth-
er of Jesus and upon his brothers.  Fill your church with power, kindle flaming hearts within us, and cause us to proclaim your 
mighty works in every tongue, that all may call on you and be saved; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

First Lesson                                                       Acts 2:1-21
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 104:24-25,28-34,35b (Sung by The Choir)                                         Anglican Chant:  Sir Edward Bairstow (1874-1946)

24  O Lord, how manifold are thy works *  in wisdom hast thou made them all; the earth is full of thy riches.
25  So is the great and wide sea also *  wherein are things creeping innumerable, both small and great beasts.

28  When thou givest it them they gather it * and when thou openest thy hand they are filled with good.
29  When thou hidest thy face they are troubled * 

when thou takest away their breath they die, and are turned again to their dust.
30  When thou lettest thy breath go forth they shall be made * and thou shalt renew the face of the earth.

31  The glorious Majesty of the Lord shall endure for ever * the Lord shall rejoice in his works.
32  The earth shall tremble at the look of him * if he do but touch the hills, they shall smoke.

33  I will sing unto the Lord as long as I live * I will praise my God while I have my being.
34  And so shall my words please him * my joy shall be in the Lord.

35 Praise thou the Lord, O my soul, praise the Lord.
 

(The people stand at the Gloria Patri, then sit for the lesson.)

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.*
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Second Lesson                                  Romans 8:14-17
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

The Children’s Moment                                 Holy Spirit Come 
The Children’s Choir

Holy Spirit, come. Make my eyes to see. Make my ears to hear; make my mouth to speak;
make my heart to sing and my hands to reach out and touch the world with your love.

*Sequence Hymn 541         See How Great a Flame Aspires, vs. 1 & 4                           AFRON (MAJOR)

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. Glory to you, Lord Christ

*Gospel Lesson         John 14:8-17

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Homily                                   The Reverend Mikah Hudson



Service of Holy Communion

*Invitation to Holy Communion

God in Christ breaks down the walls that make us strangers to ourselves and divide us from one another. We are the body of 
Christ. Around this table, we enact our faith. The Communion Table is open to all who are in love with God and their neigh-
bor and seek forgiveness and healing in this broken world.

*The Peace

The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  And also with you.  

Greeting and Parish Notices

The Offertory                                                      Call to the Paraclete
The Choir

O God, Holy Ghost, Sanctifier of the faithful, visit this congregation with Thy love and favor; 
Enlighten their minds more and more with the light of the everlasting Gospel;

 Graft in their hearts, love of the truth; increase in them true religion; 
Nourish them with all goodness; and of Thy mercy keep them in the same, 

O Blessed Spirit, with the Father and the Son, we worship and glorify, 
One God, world without end. Amen.

Betty Louise Lumby (b. 1926)                                                              Text, Book of Common Prayer

*Doxology with Alleluias 94             LASST UNS ERFREUEN

(Congregation may be seated.)

The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Sanctus and Benedictus (Sung by The Choir)

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, heaven and earth are full of Thy glory: Glory be to Thee, O Lord most high. Amen. 
Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord, Hosanna in the Highest.

The Lord’s Prayer 895

Agnus Dei (Sung by The Choir)   

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 

Receiving the Bread and Cup



Motet                                                                            O Lord, Give Thy Holy Spirit
The Choir

O Lord, give thy Holy Spirit in to our hearts, and lighten our understanding, that we may dwell in the fear of thy Name, 
all the days of our life, that we may know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent.

Thomas Tallis (1505-1585)                                                                                                                                                                 Text, Book of Common Prayer

 
Organ Solo                                                                                                                                      Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

Chorale Prelude on Komm, Gott Schöpfer, Heiliger Geist
Come Holy Spirit, Lord Our God - BWV 667

Prayer after Receiving

Invitation to CHRISTIAN Discipleship

 
*Hymn 539                                           O Spirit of the Living God, vs. 1 & 4                                            FOREST GREEN

 Organ Improvisation: Noel Rawsthorne

*The Blessing and Sending Forth

*Choral Benediction                                            Sevenfold Amen                    Peter Christian Lutkin (1858-1931)
The Choir

After the retiring procession concludes, you are invited to be seated in the sanctuary until the conclusion of the voluntary.

*Retiring Voluntary                                                        Exeunt Omens                                                                    Richard Lloyd (b. 1933)



SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL
AT HIGHLANDS

JULY 10 - AUGUST 21
FELLOWSHIP HALL  9:30 AM

July 10 - Wilson & Callie Nash

July 17 - George & Mattie Gaskin

July 24 - Louis & Jamie Baxley

July 31 - Caitlin Mullin

Aug. 7 - Allen & Evalouise Arnold

Aug. 14 - Andrew Salser

Aug. 21 - Susan Rathmell

Led by a group of young leaders from Highlands, this series will use 

Ted Talks and other digital content to foster the development

and engagement of our church’s interaction with and

transformation of our Five Points South neighborhood.

.

www.highlandsumc.net/emerge



Happening at Highlands

www.highlandsumc.net

Open Table Potluck – Today
Everyone is welcome to a potluck lunch in the Fellowship 
Hall following the 10:30 a.m. service. Open Table invites 
you to bring your favorite casserole or salad to share with 
others and enjoy a time of fellowship. 

End of School Picnic – May 22
All children and families are invited to celebrate the end 
of another school year on Sunday, May 22 from 3 – 5 p.m. 
at Overton Park in Homewood (1920 Mayfair Drive). We 
will have games and prizes, crafts, and popsicles. Every-
one is welcome!

Talking Through Walls Film Viewing – June 12
The Adult Christian Formation Team is sponsoring a 
film on interfaith dialog on Sunday, June 12 at 4 p.m. in 
the Fellowship Hall. Talking Through Walls is a one hour 
documentary that chronicles the story of how one man’s 
struggle to build a mosque in Voorhees, New Jersey 
helped unite an interfaith community. The film depicts 
tolerance and intolerance in an uncertain world where 
Jewish, Christian, and Muslim neighbors cross boundar-
ies to sustain each other. A discussion will follow the film.

Meeting Our Muslim Neighbors – June 14
The Adult Christian Formation Team is sponsoring a visit 
to the Hoover Crescent Islamic Center during Ramadan 
on Tuesday, June 14. The visit will include a class on 
Islam, an evening Muslim prayer service, and a break-fast 
dinner prepared by our Muslim neighbors. The program is 
from 7 – 9:30 p.m. and all adults and youth are welcome to 
participate. Don’t miss this exciting opportunity to learn 
more about Islam and our Muslim neighbors. Reserva-
tions required by June 10 to malcarmich@gmail.com.

Community Ministries Monthly Donation Items
We are collecting sugar. Drop boxes are located in the 
Narthex, by the water fountain near the Sanctuary, in the 
Greeting Space, and outside the church offices.

KEEP IN PRAYER … Patsy Moore; Diana Spencer; Virginia Timmons; Madge South; Sam Stayer; Richard Fender; 
Nancy Sawyer; Lamar Lynn; Juanita Parsons; Brook Morris; Aleta Schanbacher; Charlotte Word; David Mason; Lee 
Griner; Mary Short; Kathleen Kauffman; Mary Louise Jones; Patricia Gerber; Jean Daniel; Joanna Heard; Lisa, sister of 
Angela Chramer; Marilyn Mooneyham, mother of Angela Stowe; Jason Rocks

Open Table Spring/Summer Events

Everything is AWEsome – Vacation Bible School
Registration is open for Everything Is AWEsome, our 
Lego-themed VBS at www.highlandsumc.net/vbs. VBS 
is July 11 – 15 from 9 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. It is a whole-church 
event and adult volunteers, with or without children in 
the children’s department, are NEEDED in many areas. If 
you have Lego bricks to donate, please place them in the 
collection boxes. Donated Legos cannot be returned.

Bazillion Book Drive
The North Alabama Annual Conference mission project is 
the Bazillion Book Drive. The goal is to collect new chil-
dren’s books to be given to agencies, churches, and other 
groups that work with children 3rd grade and younger 
who are living below the poverty line. Look for the drop 
off box in the Greeting Space. 

Fill the Freezer
Community Ministries needs to stock the freezer for 
Hospitality Hour. Your family, work group, or friends can 
donate a cooked, freezable casserole. Casseroles can be 
brought by the church any day. Use a favorite recipe or 
email Deb@highlandsumc.net for suggestions.

For more information, or to be added to the
Open Table email list contact Angela Stowe at

a_mooneyham@yahoo.com.


