
Highlands United Methodist Church

The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

June 26, 2016
10:30 am Service
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Highlands United Methodist Church affirms that nothing can separate anyone from the love of God. We invite all to worship, wonder, 
and discover God’s grace as we aspire to create a safe space for all to participate fully in the life of this community of faith.

We are called to shine as a beacon of hope, grace, belonging and respect for all people. Regardless of age, gender identity, ethnicity, sexual 
orientation, family, financial status, nationality, physical or mental ability, past or future, there is room for you at Highlands.

† All children are welcome to stay in worship, or a nursery is provided for ages 4 and younger. An usher will be happy
to direct you there. Children ages 4 to 2nd grade are encouraged to come to the chancel when called to the Children’s 
Moment and may then attend Children’s Church or return to be with their family.

† Children’s bulletins, books and crayons are available from the ushers for use in worship.  

† Please pick up a guest welcome bag after worship to learn more about Highlands. Feel free to call or email the church
with any questions or pastoral care needs. We would love to have the opportunity to visit with you.  

† Parking is free on Sundays at all metered street spaces near the church, at the Hotel Highland Parking Deck on
Magnolia Avenue and in the Highlands Bar and Grill lot on 11th Avenue South.



Order of Morning Worship with Holy Baptism

Preaching – The Reverend Mikah Hudson

Liturgist – The Reverend Deb Welsh

Choirmaster and Organist – Richard Phillips

Children’s Moment – Reggie Holder

*Congregation please stand. Words in bold are spoken or sung by the congregation.

 

Pealing of the Tower Bells                                                                                                      Richard Fender, Chimer

Call to Worship 

Prelude                                        Two Chorale Settings on Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott    Johann Nicolaus Hanff (1630-1706)
                                                                                               A Mighty Fortress Is Our God, UMH 110                                Johann Christian Kittel (1732-1809)

*Hymn in Procession 62         All Creatures of Our God and King, vs. 1, 4, 5, 6, 7                             LASST UNS ERFREUEN

*The Invitatory & Gloria Patri 70                                      MEINEKE

O Lord, open our lips. And we shall declare your praise.
We praise you, Lord. Your holy name be praised. 

*The Peace

*Venite       Psalm 95                               Musical Setting: DARWALL’S 148TH

Come, Sing With Joy to God

Serving for Altar Guild:  Lee Ellen Rocks, Kelly Kitchen Williams
Serving as Ushers:  Vance Holder, Jonathan Sides

Serving as Verger:  Carrie Johnson
Serving as Lay Reader:  Malcolm Carmichael



sacrament of baptism

Musical Setting: Charles H. Webb (b. 1933)

Introduction

Brothers and sisters in Christ: Through the Sacrament of Baptism we are initiated into Christ’s holy 
Church. We are incorporated into God’s mighty acts of salvation and given new birth through water and 
the Spirit. All this is God’s gift, offered to us without price.

Presentation            Ethan Kwabena Antwi-Fordjour

Renunciation of Sin and Profession of Faith

On behalf of the whole Church, I ask you: Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil 
powers of this world, and repent of your sin?

I do.

Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever 
forms they present themselves?

I do.

Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your whole trust in his grace, and promise to serve him as 
your Lord, in union with the Church which Christ has opened to people of all ages, nations, and races?

I do.

Will you nurture Ethan Kwabena in Christ’s holy church that by your teaching and example he may be 
guided to accept God’s grace for himself, to profess his faith openly, and to lead a Christian life?

I will.

Do you, as Christ’s body, the church, reaffirm both your rejection of sin and your commitment to Christ?

We do.

Will you nurture one another in the Christian faith and life, include Ethan Kwabena now before you in your 
care, and surround him with a community of love and forgiveness?  

We will

Let us join together in professing the Christian faith as contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments.

(All stand.)

Do you believe in God the Father?

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ?

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 
the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and will come again to judge the living and the dead.



Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

(All sit.)

Thanksgiving over the Water

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Let us pray:  Eternal Father:  When nothing existed but chaos, you swept across the dark waters and 
brought forth light. In the days of Noah you saved those on the ark through water. After the flood you set 
in the clouds a rainbow. When you saw your people as slaves in Egypt, you led them to freedom through 
the sea. Their children you brought through the Jordan to the land which you promised. 

In the fullness of time you sent Jesus, nurtured in the water of a womb. He was baptized by John and 
anointed by your Spirit. He called his disciples to share in the baptism of his death and resurrection and 
to make disciples of all nations.

Pour out your Holy Spirit to bless this gift of water and this child who receives it, to wash away his sin 
and clothe him in righteousness throughout his life that, dying and being raised with Christ, he may share 
in his final victory.



Baptism with Laying on of Hands

Ethan Kwabena, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

The Holy Spirit work within you, that being born through water and the Spirit, you may be a faithful 
disciple of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Ethan Kwabena, as a child of God, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in baptism and marked as Christ’s 
own forever.  

Commendation

Members of the household of faith, I commend to your love and care Ethan Kwabena whom we this day 
recognize as a member of the family of God. Will you endeavor so to live that he may grow in the knowl-
edge and love of God, through our Savior Jesus Christ?

With God’s help we will so order our lives after the example of Christ, that Ethan Kwabena, sur-
rounded by steadfast love, may be established in the faith, and confirmed and strengthened in the 
way that leads to life eternal.

Hymn of Blessing               Child of Blessing, Child of Promise                        STUGGART

PSaLM 16 (Sung by The Choir.)                                                                        Anglican Chant:  William Henry Havergal (1793-1870)

1  Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; *
    I have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.”

2  All my delight is upon the godly that are in the land, * upon those who are noble among the people.
3  But those who run after other gods * shall have their troubles multiplied.

4  Their libations of blood I will not offer, * nor take the names of their gods upon my lips.
5  O LORD, you are my portion and my cup; * it is you who uphold my lot.

6  My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; * indeed, I have a goodly heritage.
7  I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; * my heart teaches me, night after night.

8  I have set the LORD always before me; * because he is at my right hand I shall not fall.
9  My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; * my body also shall rest in hope.

10  For you will not abandon me to the grave, * nor let your holy one see the Pit.
11  You will show me the path of life; * in your presence there is fullness of joy,

    and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore. 
(The people stand at the Gloria Patri, then sit for the lesson.)

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.*
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

First Lesson                                                                                                                                  Galatians 5:1, 13-25
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Canticle                                               Holy God, We Praise Thy Name

The Prayers                                            The Reverend Deb Welsh  
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Almighty God, you have built your Church upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the 
chief cornerstone: Grant us so to be joined together in unity of spirit by their teaching, that we may be made a holy temple 
acceptable to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever.  Amen.

Silent Prayer

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 895

Choral Response                                                  Keep This Prayer
The Choir

Keep this prayer in our hearts and minds, O Lord. Amen.

George Thalben-Ball (1896-1987)                                                                                                                                                     Text, Selected texts from the scriptures

Greeting and Parish Notices                             

Offertory anthem                                   Draw Us In the Spirit’s Tether                               
The Choir

Draw us in the Spirit’s tether; for when humbly, in Thy Name, two or three are met together, 
Thou art in the midst of them: Alleluya! Touch we now Thy garment’s hem. 

As the brethren used to gather in the Name of Christ to sup, then with thanks to God the Father
 Break the bread and bless the cup, Alleluya! So knit thou our friendship up. 

All our meals and all our living, make as sacraments of Thee 
That by caring, helping, giving, we may true disciples be. 

Alleluya! We will serve Thee faithfully.

Harold Friedell (1905-1958)                                                                                                                                                                                                                           Text, B. R.
 
*Doxology 94                                                         OLD 100TH  



The Children’s Moment                                          Reggie Holder 

*Sequence Hymn 206          I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light                                     HOUSTON 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. Glory to you, Lord Christ

*Gospel Lesson         Luke 9:51-62
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon                                                                                        The Reverend Mikah Hudson

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Invitation to CHRISTIaN Discipleship

 
*Hymn 77                                           How Great Thou Art                                        HOW GREAT THOU ART

*Blessing and Sending Forth

*Choral Benediction                                            Sevenfold Amen                    Peter Christian Lutkin (1858-1931)
The Choir

After the retiring procession concludes, you are invited to be seated in the sanctuary until the conclusion of the voluntary.

* Retiring Voluntary                                                 Rondeau                                              Jean-Joseph Mouret (1682 – 1738)
from Sinfonies de fanfares



Happening at Highlands

www.highlandsumc.net

General Conference Session - Today
Reverend Mikah Hudson will present a report that sum-
marizes information from the General Conference today 
following the 10:30 a.m. service in the Fellowship Hall. If 
you would like to know more about what happened at 
General Conference, please join us.

Sunday Jam - Beginning Today
Sunday Jam is finally here! Bring your guitar, banjo, 
mandolin, bass, or fiddle and lets jam today at 5 p.m. in 
the Fellowship Hall. We plan to meet every second and 
fourth Sunday of the month. If you don’t play an instru-
ment come on down and join in the singing, hand clap-
ping, and toe tapping. The jam will be led by John Mc-
Farlin, Mark ‘Bruno’ Hughes or Mary Elizabeth Neal.

Youth Movie Night - June 27
All youth (rising 6th graders and older) are invited to join 
us for “Finding Dory” on Monday, June 27 at 7 p.m. at The 
Edge Movie Theater on Crestwood Blvd. All Senior High 
youth (rising 9th graders and older) are invited to dinner 
at 5:30 p.m. at The Filling Station in Avondale. Tickets are 
$10. Parents should drop off and pick up at the theater.  
Senior Highs will carpool from the restaurant.  

KEEP IN PRAYER … Patsy Moore; Diana Spencer; Virginia Timmons; Madge South; Sam Stayer; Richard Fender; 
Nancy Sawyer; Lamar Lynn; Juanita Parsons; Brook Morris; Aleta Schanbacher; Charlotte Word; David Mason; Lee 
Griner; Mary Short; Kathleen Kauffman; Mary Louise Jones; Patricia Gerber; Jean Daniel; Joanna Heard; Lisa, sister of 
Angela Chramer; Marilyn Mooneyham, mother of Angela Stowe; Kirk, Whitney, and Hailey Smith; Joanne Mickelson,
mother of Casey Mickelson; June Bryan, mother of PJ Ellis

After Church Potluck - July 10
Open Table invites you to a potluck lunch on Sunday, July 
10 in the Fellowship Hall at noon. This is an excellent op-
portunity to get to know your church family. The theme 
for the meal is Summer Salads. For more information, or 
to be added to the Open Table email list contact Angela 
Stowe at a_mooneyham@yahoo.com.

VBS - Volunteers Needed
Volunteers are needed for our AWEsome week of VBS, 
July 11-15. We especially need morning field trip chaper-
ones (daily, 9:30 – 11:30 a.m.) and afternoon station help-
ers (daily, 1 – 3 p.m.). If you can serve in any way, sign up 
on the board in the Greeting Space, or contact Mary Eliz-
abeth Neal this week at maryelizabeth@highlandsumc.
net. Volunteer Work Days are Tuesdays in June, 2 – 5 p.m. 
Anyone is welcome, for any length of time! All volunteers 
are asked to attend a short training session on Sunday, 
June 26 at 2 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 

Paperback Book Drive
We are collecting books for the Jefferson County Jail. 
Books must be paperback and can be left in the box 
marked Jail Book Drive in the Greeting Space. Fiction and 
non-fiction books are needed in both English and Spanish. 

For a detailed list of leaders and topics, visit www.highlandsumc.net/emerge.

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL AT HIGHLANDS

JULY 10 - AUGUST 21    FELLOWSHIP HALL    9:30 AM •  •


