
Highlands United Methodist Church

Second Sunday of Advent

December 4, 2016
10:30 a.m. Service

The Annunciation, Fra Angelico (1425–1428)



Highlands United Methodist Church affirms that nothing can separate anyone from the love of God. We invite all 
to worship, wonder, and discover God’s grace as we aspire to create a safe space for all to participate fully in the 

life of this community of faith.

We are called to shine as a beacon of hope, grace, belonging, and respect for all people. Regardless of age, gender 
identity, ethnicity, sexual orientation, family, financial status, nationality, physical or mental ability, past or 

future, there is room for you at Highlands.

† All children are welcome to stay in worship, or a nursery is provided for ages 4 and younger. An usher will be happy
to direct you there. Children ages 4 to 2nd grade are encouraged to come to the chancel when called to the Children’s 
Moment and may then attend Children’s Church or return to be with their family.

† Children’s bulletins, books, and crayons are available from the ushers for use in worship.  

† Please pick up a guest welcome bag after worship to learn more about Highlands. Feel free to call or email the church
with any questions or pastoral care needs. We would love to have the opportunity to visit with you.  

† Parking is free on Sundays at all metered street spaces near the church, at the Hotel Highland Parking Deck on
Magnolia Avenue, and in the Highlands Bar and Grill lot on 11th Avenue South.



Order for Holy Communion
Communion Service Musical Setting C – Franz Schubert (1797-1828)

Preaching – The Reverend Ed Bacon

Liturgists – The Reverend Mikah Hudson and The Reverend Deb Welsh

Choirmaster and Organist – Richard Phillips

Children’s Moment – Reggie Holder

*Congregation please stand. Words in bold are spoken or sung by the congregation.

 

Pealing of the Tower Bells                                               Richard Fender, Chimer

Call to Worship  

Prelude                                                     Rejoice, Rejoice, Emmanuel                             Arranged by Bill Ingram (b. 1940)
Based on VENI EMMANUEL and FRENCH CAROL

 The Handbell Choir - Kathy Burdette, Director

*Hymn in Procession 211                          O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, verses 1-4                                                 VENI EMMANUEL
Organ Improvisation:  Noel Rawsthorne

*Collect for Purity                                      

Let us pray:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires are known, and from you no secrets 
are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, through Christ our Lord. Amen.

*Kyrie (Sung by The Choir)               Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy.

Collect for the Day                                      

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Let us pray:  Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way for our salva-
tion:  Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our
Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Lighting of the Advent Candles                                                                                                              Gerald Near (b. 1942)
Chorale Prelude on VENI, VENI, EMMANUEL

First Lesson                                                                                                                                             Isaiah 11:1-10
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Serving as Altar Guild:  Lynn Hairston, Janet Holt, Valerie Nash               

Serving as Ushers:  Porter Fell, Maurice Green

Serving as Acolytes:  Madora Pirtle, Neal Pirtle, Hannah Wheeler, Lydia Wheeler

Serving as Communion Stewards:  Don Delashaw, Leigh Delashaw, Casey Mickelson

Serving as Verger:  Wilson Nash               

Serving as Lay Reader:  Leigh Delashaw



Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 (Sung by The Choir)                                                                Anglican Chant: Ivor Algernon Atkins (1868–1953)

1 Give the King thy judgments, O God, * and thy righteousness unto the King’s son. 
2 Then shall he judge thy people according unto right, * and defend the poor. 

3 The mountains also shall bring peace, * and the little hills righteousness unto the people. 
4 He shall keep the simple folk by their right, * defend the children of the poor, and punish the wrong doer.

5 They shall fear thee, as long as the sun and moon endureth, * from one generation to another.
6 He shall come down like the rain upon the mown grass, * even as the drops that water the earth.

7 In his time shall the righteous flourish; * yea, and abundance of peace, so long as the moon
18 Blessed be the Lord God, even the God of Israel, * which only doeth wondrous things;

19 And blessed be the Name of his majesty for ever: * and all the earth shall be filled with his majesty. Amen

Second Lesson                                                                                                                                    Romans 15:4-13
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

The Children’s Moment                                                                                                                 Reggie Holder

*Sequence Hymn 216                   Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming                                           ES IST EIN ROS

 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. Glory to you, Lord Christ.

*Gospel Lesson                                                                                                                     Matthew 3:1-12

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon                                               The Reverend Ed Bacon 

Service of Holy Communion

*Invitation, Confession, and Pardon 12

*The Peace

The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  And also with you.  

Greeting and Parish Notices

The Offertory                                                    Benedictus in C Major
The Choir

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel: for he hath visited, and redeemed his people; 
And hath raised up a mighty salvation for us: in the house of his servant David; 

As he spoke by the mouth of his holy Prophets: which have been since the world began; 
That we should be saved from our enemies: and from the hands of all that hate us; 

To perform the mercy promised to our forefathers: and to remember his holy Covenant; 
To perform the oath which he swore to our forefather Abraham: that he would give us; 
That we being delivered out of the hands of our enemies: might serve him without fear; 

In holiness and righteousness before him: all the days of our life. 
And thou, Child, shalt be called the Prophet of the Highest:

 For thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways; To give knowledge of salvation unto his people:
for the remission of their sins, Through the tender mercy of our God: 

Whereby the day-spring from on high hath visited us; 
To give light to them that sit in darkness, and in the shadow of death: 

And to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be world without end. Amen.

Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924)                                                                                                                                                                  Text,  Luke 1:68-79



*Doxology with Alleluias 94             LASST UNS ERFREUEN

*THE GREAT THANKSGIvING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

…And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

…And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and 
living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

…Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now 
and forever.

The Lord’s Prayer 895

Agnus Dei (Sung by The Choir)

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.

Receiving the Bread and Cup



Music During Communion

Anthem                                                       Advent Celebration                                          Arranged by Phyllis S. Kirk
Based on “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence,” 

“While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks,” and “Angels We Have Heard on High”

                                                                             Hyfrydol                                            Arranged by Kathleen Wissinger
The Handbell Choir - Kathy Burdette, Director                                                          

Prayer after Receiving

Invitation to CHRISTIAN Discipleship

*Hymn 214                                   Savior of the Nations, Come, verses 1-4          NUN KOMM, DER HEIDEN HEILAND

*The Blessing and Sending Forth

*Choral Benediction                                        Rejoice! Rejoice!
The Choir

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. Amen.
 
15th Century French                                                                                                                                                                            Text, 9th Century Latin

After the retiring procession concludes, you are invited to be seated in the sanctuary until the conclusion of the voluntary.

*voluntary in Procession                                                                                                                                       Georg Bohm (1661-1733)
Chorale Prelude on Freudich sehr, o meine Seele

Rejoice Greatly, O my Soul



Sunday, December 4, 2016 – Second Sunday of Advent
8:30 a.m.  Holy Communion in the Chapel

10:30 a.m.  Advent Holy Communion in the Sanctuary
Rev. Ed Bacon, preaching

Sunday, December 11, 2016 – Third Sunday of Advent
8:30 a.m.  Holy Communion in the Chapel

10:30 a.m.  Morning Worship with Choir and Orchestra in the Sanctuary

Sunday, December 18, 2016 – Forth Sunday of Advent
8:30 a.m.  Holy Communion in the Chapel

10:30 a.m.  Morning Worship with String Quartet and Children’s Christmas Pageant 

Saturday, December 24, 2016 – Christmas Eve Services
4:15 p.m.  Music of Christmas, Choral Concert

5 p.m.  Holy Communion and Candlelight Service

(Nursery available for 4:15 and 5 p.m. services)

10:15 p.m.  Music of Christmas, Choral Concert

*11 p.m.  Holy Communion and Candlelight Service

*Incense will be used in the 11 p.m. service.

Music of Christmas featuring The Choir and soloists. 
This 30-minute concert will precede the communion services.

 
Sunday, December 25, 2016 – Christmas Day

9:00 a.m.  Community Christmas Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall
10:30 a.m. - Christmas Lessons and Carols in the Sanctuary

There will be no Sunday School, Children’s Church, or Nursery on December 25.
 

Sunday, January 1, 2017 - Epiphany Sunday
10:30 a.m. - Morning Worship in the Sanctuary

There will be no Sunday School, Children’s Church, or Nursery on January 1

The Church Office will be closed December 26-27 and January 2.
The Child Development Center and Community Ministries will be 

closed December 26-January 2.



1045 Twentieth Street South        Birmingham, Alabama 35205
                   (205) 933-8751        highlandsumc.net •

 •


