
 

 

 
 
      
 
May 17, 2017 
 
 
Dear Highlands Church Family: 
 
The Open Campaign was indeed a blessing to the ministries at Highlands. From the renovation of the 
Fellowship Hall with its new courtyard, complete kitchen remodel, improved lighting and new 
restroom for the Sanctuary, new Brides/Family Room, upgraded stairway to the Sanctuary, outdoor 
classroom for the Child Development Center, roof and water damage repairs, upgraded landscaping, 
and parking lot improvements, all phases of church life were indeed touched for the better! 
 
These improvements have increased opportunities for our church family to experience God’s love and 
share it with the community. Our ministries are alive and growing as seen through increased worship 
attendance, more children in the Atrium, an expanded array of fellowship and faith-formation events, 
new and growing outreach programs, vitality in Community Ministries, and a steady stream of new 
members. Highlands’ ministries have momentum! 
 
This summer will mark the second anniversary of the completion of the Open Campaign project and the 
end of our three-year pledge period. You may recall that the congregation pledged the full cost of the 
project, estimated at $2,100,000. However, as reported a year ago, the actual cost exceeded the estimate 
due to a combination of unexpected problems in our historic building as well as intentional decisions to 
add cost-effective improvements for the church’s long-term benefit. Since that time, we have incurred 
additional final costs to complete the project, primarily related to HVAC, water intrusion damage, 
backlighting the stained-glass windows, and loan interest. 
 
A construction loan was used to finance the project, which comes due this fall. The current balance on 
the loan is $200,000. Our goal is to repay the loan in full at maturity in order to avoid burdening the 
church budget with debt service, which would reduce funds for ministries. Due to the cost overruns 
and a land gift which has not sold, the church needs to raise an additional $150,000 to repay the loan. 
Please see the attached Open Campaign financial summary for details. 
 
Highlands needs your help.  Therefore, we are announcing a short-term fundraising effort called “Finish 
Strong”  to raise the $150,000 needed before August 31. Please prayerfully consider a gift payable by 
August 31 to help repay the loan on time.  This gift would be in addition to any remaining pledge 
balance you may have for the Open Campaign. 
 
As a member of the Highlands family, the church needs your continued financial support to repay the 
loan which is vital to the financial health of the church and the continued momentum of its ministries. 
So we prayerfully ask that you consider a generous gift to make “Finish Strong” a success! Your gift is 
truly needed!  God’s grace has brought this plan to fruition so we must now “Finish Strong”.  



 

 

 
Please complete the enclosed card with the amount of your intended gift to “Finish Strong” and return 
it to the church office as soon as possible, but no later than June 11. This will allow us to track progress 
towards our goal of $150,000. We ask that all gifts be paid before August 31. If more time is needed, 
please contact Ann Day Hunt, Financial Manager. Be assured that if Highlands is blessed by God’s grace 
through your generosity and we exceed our goal, all additional gifts will be retained for future building 
repairs/improvements. 

 
As always, thank you very much for your love and support of Highlands United Methodist Church.  We 
look forward to working together to “Finish Strong”!   Please feel free to contact us with any questions.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

       

   
Mikah Hudson    John Gaffney 
Senior Pastor     Open Campaign Steering Chair 
 

 


