
Contemplative Epiphany Eucharist

*Congregation please stand.  Words in bold are spoken or sung by the congregation.

 

Please enter the sanctuary in quiet prayer and meditation.
Incense will be used during the service of worship.

Pealing of the Tower Bells                                                                                                      Richard Fender, Chimer

Call to Worship

Prelude                                               Improvisation of The First Nowell                               C.P.P. Burton (1904-1962)
Text, UM Hymnal, page 245 

*Hymn in Procession 254                               We Three Kings                                                       KINGS OF ORIENT
 Organ Improvisation: Gerre Hancock

*Greetings and Collect for Epiphany                      

The Lord be with you.  And also with you.  

Let us pray:  O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the Peoples of the earth: Lead us, who know you 
now by faith, to your presence, where we may see your glory face to face; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

*Gloria in Excelsis (Sung by The Choir)

Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will toward men. We praise thee, we bless Thee,
We worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee for thy great glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, 

God the Father Almighty. O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
That takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the sins of the world, 

Receive our prayer. Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. For thou only art holy, 
Thou only art the Lord, thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

First Lesson                             Isaiah 60:1-6
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Today we celebrate Epiphany, which falls on January 6 and is the climax of the Christmas season  
and the twelve days of Christmas. The term epiphany is Greek and means “to manifest” or “to show.”

Today’s lesson from Isaiah foretells the light of Christ that will arise over all nations. 

In Matthew, the Magi also follow a light—a star that guides them to the Christ child,
revealing to the world that this small infant is Lord and King. 

In John’s Prologue, it is also revealed that Jesus is the eternal Word of God,  the Word that is
spoken into the darkness of this world, and the light that the darkness cannot overcome.
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Psalm 72:1-2, 8, 10, 12-13, 17 (Sung by The Choir)                                                             Plainchant: Tone VIIb

1 Give the King your justice, O God, * and your righteousness to the King’s son;
2 That he may rule your people righteously * and the poor with justice.

8 He shall rule from sea to sea, * and from the River to the ends of the earth.
10 The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute, * and the kings of Arabia and Saba offer gifts.

12 For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress, * and the oppressed who has no helper.
13 He shall have pity on the lowly and poor; * he shall preserve the lives of the needy.

17 May his Name remain forever and be established as long as the sun endures; * 
may all the nations bless themselves in him and call him blessed.

Second Lesson                      Ephesians 3:1-12
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*Gospel acclamation                     

The cantor will sing the refrain first, followed by all.

Cantor: We have seen His star in the East, and have come to worship the Lord.
Cantor sings the refrain, then followed by all.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. Glory to you, Lord Christ.

*Gospel Lesson                       Matthew 2:1-12

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.

After the Gospel, the cantor will sing the refrain first, followed by all.

Silent reflection and new year’s resolutions

Prayers of the People                                        The Reverend Deb Welsh             

Service of Holy Communion
Musical Setting:  John Merbecke (1518-1585)

*invitation to Holy Communion

God in Christ breaks down the walls that make us strangers to ourselves and divide us from one another. We are the body of 
Christ. Around this table, we enact our faith. The Communion Table is open to all who are in love with God and their neigh-
bor and seek forgiveness and healing in this broken world.

*The Peace

The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  And also with you.  

Greeting and Parish notices

The Offertory                                                In the Bleak Mid-Winter
The Choir

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 
snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, in the bleak midwinter, long ago.

Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain; heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign. 
In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed the Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ.

Angels and archangels may have gathered there, cherubim and seraphim thronged the air; 
but his mother only, in her maiden bliss, worshiped the beloved with a kiss.

What can I give him, poor as I am? If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
if I were a Wise Man, I would do my part; yet what I can I give him: give my heart.

Robert Lau (b. 1943)                                                                                               Text, Christina Rossetti 

*Doxology with alleluias 94        

*THE GrEaT THankSGivinG

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Sanctus and Benedictus (Sung by The Choir)

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, heaven and earth are full of Thy glory: Glory be to Thee, O Lord most high. Amen.   
Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord, Hosanna in the Highest.

The Lord’s Prayer 895

Breaking of the Bread                                                       

Agnus Dei (Sung by The Choir)

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.

receiving the Bread and Cup

Motet                                                                                    The Coventry Carol
The Choir

Lully Lullay, Thou little tiny Child, By, by, lully, lullay.  O sisters, too, how may we do, For to preserve this day; 
This poor Youngling for whom we sing, By, by, lully, lullay?  Herod the King, in his raging, Charged he hath this day; 

His men of might, in his own sight, All young children, to slay. That woe is me, poor Child, for Thee, 
And ever mourn and say; For Thy parting, nor say nor sing, By, by, lully, lullay.

Arranged by Martin Shaw (1875-1958)                                         Text, From the Pageant of the Shearmaen and Tailors (15th Century)

Prayer after receiving

 *Hymn 219                                                         What Child Is This                                                           GREENSLEEVES
Organ Improvisation: Noel Rawsthorne 

*The Blessing and Sending Forth

After the retiring procession concludes, you are invited to be seated in the sanctuary until the conclusion of the voluntary.

*retiring voluntary                                    Grand Choeur in B Flat Major                                       Theodore Dubois (1837-1924) 

Pealing of the Tower Bells


