
All Are Welcome

Highlands United Methodist Church affirms that nothing can separate anyone from the love of God. We invite all to worship, 
wonder, and discover God’s grace as we aspire to create a safe space for all to participate fully in the life of this community of 
faith. We are called to shine as a beacon of hope, grace, belonging, and respect for all people. Regardless of age, gender identity, 

ethnicity, sexual orientation, family, financial status, nationality, physical or mental ability, past or future, 
there is room for you at Highlands.

Highlands United Methodist Church

The Third Sunday After Epiphany

January 21, 2024

10:30 a.m.
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							       Gloria				                                    Richard Proulx

(Sung by the Choir) Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 
You take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 

You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 



Order of Holy Communion
Preaching – Danny Jones

Liturgist – The Reverend Mikah Hudson, Reggie Holder, Leslie Williams

Choirmaster and Organist – Richard Phillips

Verger – Brian Bellenger

*Congregation please stand.  Words in bold are spoken or sung by the congregation.

Serving for Altar Guild: Leslie Davis, Lynn L’Eplattenier       •     Serving as Ushers: Geoff Green, Will Stowe

Serving as Lay Reader: Kathleen Lalor       •     Serving as Acolytes: Robert White, Virginia White

Serving as Communion Stewards: Steve Glenn, Lizzy Glenn

Pealing of the Tower Bells                                                                                                          Kara Cargile, chimer

Welcome and Call to Worship							       The Reverend Mikah Hudson

Prelude	 	 	 	                 Fugue in D Minor	                                     Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)

*Hymn in Procession 577	                 God of Grace and God of Glory                                                         CWM RHONNDA
Organ Improvisation: Samuel Metzger

Descant Setting: Charles Webb

*Collect for Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires are known, and from you no secrets are hidden. 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

*Gloria In Excelsis (See facing page)								        Richard Proulx (1937-2010)

Glory to God in the highest and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, Almighty God and Father, 

We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.

(Sung by the Choir)  
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 

You take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 
You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
You alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word

Collect for the Day

The Lord be with you. And also with you.	  
Let us pray: Loving God, through your Son you have called us to repent of our sin, to believe the good news, and to celebrate 
the coming of your kingdom. Grant that we may hear the call to discipleship and gladly proclaim the gospel to a waiting world; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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First Lesson									          		                Jonah 3:1-5, 10
May these words reveal Christ to us. Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation					         Fintan O’Carroll (1922-1981) and Christopher Walker (b. 1947)
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*Gospel Lesson

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Lesson                                                                                                                                                                   Mark 1:14-20

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Homily											                             Danny Jones

Community Ministries Volunteer Recognition

Litany of Thanksgiving for Those Who Serve

Let us thank God for those persons who have responded to Christ’s call to serve him in the world.
	 Lord, we know that you call us to serve our neighbor in love in the world in which we live.

For those who seek both to glorify you and to help their neighbor through their work: We give you thanks, O Lord.

For those who are actively involved in our community, state, and nation: We give you thanks, O Lord.

For those who work for justice, fair housing, and equal opportunity for all people: We give you thanks, O Lord. 

For those who work to make our community a safe and pleasant place to live whether through the ministries of the church, 
local government, or other agencies: We give you thanks, O Lord. 

For those who minister to the sick as medical professionals, as visitors or volunteers: We give you thanks, O Lord. 

For those who visit the lonely and the shut-in, and for those who find time to listen to the troubled and distressed: 
	 We give you thanks, O Lord. 

For those who serve the hungry, the homeless, and the unemployed in Community Ministries, Project ID, Festival of Three 
Kings, and other forms of outreach: We give you thanks, O Lord. 

For all those whose labor and effort are unseen and unsung, but who carry Christ’s ministry in the world: 
	 We give you thanks, O Lord. 

Let us thank God for the love we have experienced in Christ Jesus, who motivates and empowers us to serve others in his name.

O Lord, we recall the words of your Son when he said, “I came not to be served, but to serve.” He 
saw our needs and he ministered to us in love. We thank you for calling us to follow in his foot-
steps. We ask you to work through us, and help us always to work for you. Keep our eyes open to 
the possibilities around us; grant us strength and courage to serve Christ and others. In Christ’s 
name we pray. Amen.
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The Holy Communion
Communion Musical Setting: A Community Mass – Richard Proulx (1937-2010)

*Invitation to Holy Communion

God in Christ breaks down the walls that make us strangers to ourselves and divide us from one another. We are the body of 
Christ. Around this table, we enact our faith. The Communion Table is open to all who are in love with God and their neighbor 
and seek forgiveness and healing in this broken world.

*The Peace

The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  And also with you.  

Greeting and Parish Notices							       The Reverend Mikah Hudson

Discovery Weekend Announcement							                Austin Meredith

Offertory Anthem                                     God Is My Strong Salvation
The Choir

God is my strong salvation; what foe have I to fear? In darkness and temptation, my light, my help is near:
Though hosts encamp around me, firm in the fight I stand. What terror can confound me, with God at my right hand? 

Place on the Lord reliance; my soul with courage wait; his truth be thine affiance, when faint and desolate.
His might thy heart shall strengthen, his love thy joy increase; mercy thy days shall lengthen, the Lord will give thee peace. 

God is my strong salvation; what foe have I to fear? In darkness and temptation, my light, my help is near: 
Though hosts encamp against me, firm in the fight I stand. What terror can confound me, with God at my right hand?

Austin Lovelace (1919-2010)								                      Text, James Montgomery

*Doxology with Alleluias 94		     				         		       LASST UNS ERFREUEN

*The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

…And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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…And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy 
and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.
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...Through your Son, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now 
and forever. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 895

Breaking of the Bread

The Fraction Anthem		                           Agnus Dei
The Choir

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace.

Receiving the Bread and Cup

Please come forward as directed by the ushers to receive the sacrament. Holy Communion will be served by 
intinction; clergy will dip the bread into the cup and place in congregants’ hands. Congregants are welcome to  
kneel at the chancel rail for prayer before returning to their seats. Reflecting our conviction that God’s grace is 
for all people, everyone is invited to the Lord’s table.

Communion Hymn 301                        Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross                                            NEAR THE CROSS

The Choir and Congregation

Prayer after Receiving

God of all, we give you thanks and praise that when we were still far off, you met us in your Son and brought us home. Dying 
and living, he declared your love, gave us grace, and opened the gates of glory. May we who share Christ’s body, live his risen 
life; we who drink his cup, bring life to others; we whom the Spirit lights, give light to the world. Keep us firm in the hope you 
have set before us, so we and all your children shall be free, and the whole earth live to praise your name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

*Hymn 178                                                                Hope of the World                                                                        VICAR

Verses 1 and 2

*Blessing and Sending Forth

Organ Improvisation on a Hymn Tune
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CHURCH-WIDE
WINTER RETREAT

Reflection, Recreation, and Renewal

Come join us this Presidents
Day weekend for a retreat for
the whole church family,
including:

Overnight stay at Camp
Sumatanga - dormitory and hotel-
style accommodations available.

Opportunities to learn, create,
fellowship, rest, explore nature,
and grow together.

Creative Sunday morning worship

Something for everyone - families,
singles, empty-nesters, and
everyone in between!

Cost: 
Adults – $125
Children and Youth – $60 
Children under 2 free
$350 registration cap per family

February 17-18, 2024 at Camp Sumatanga



1045 Twentieth Street South    •    Birmingham, Alabama 35205
			    	              (205) 933-8751    •    www.highlandsumc.net

Invitation to Christian Discipleship 

The message of the Hebrew prophets, Jesus, Paul, and the early church was always a message of welcome and 
inclusion for all. The image of God’s kingdom is of something small and insignificant growing into something 
larger and of great significance. The oppressed, the alien, and the outcast were all welcomed, included, and cared 
for. In this sense, our faith is built upon the idea of gracious hospitality. Followers of Jesus are not about walls 
of exclusion but bridges of grace and acceptance. Ours is a faith of invitation, for all to come to know Jesus as 
the living Christ who overcomes all brokenness, sin, and even death, offering a way to make all things new. This 
invitation extends to you. If you desire to explore what this means for you, please speak to a member of the 
clergy after the service or sometime this week. We welcome the opportunity to visit with you.

Welcome to Highlands!
All Are Welcome

A Reconciling Congregation with the Reconciling Ministries Network – rmnetwork.org

Highlands United Methodist Church is a community of disciples of Christ; a beacon of hope, inviting all to become new persons in Christ
to be sent into the world to share the Gospel and to serve our neighbors; and a sanctuary for those in need of God’s love and grace.

Highlands United Methodist Church affirms that nothing can separate anyone from the love of God. We invite all to worship, wonder, 
and discover God’s grace as we aspire to create a safe space for all to participate fully in the life of this community of faith. We are 
called to shine as a beacon of hope, grace, belonging, and respect for all people. Regardless of age, gender identity, ethnicity, sexual 

orientation, family, financial status, nationality, physical or mental ability, past or future, there is room for you at Highlands.

Offering

Cash or Check Giving:
•   Giving envelopes are available in the pew racks.  
    Checks may be made payable to HUMC. 

Electronic Giving: 

•   Text GIVE to 205-900-3040. A link will be provided for a 
simple, quick way to give with one click. 
•   Visit www.highlandsumc.net/giving to give using a debit, 
credit card, or bank account.

Sustainable Giving:

•  To set up automatic monthly bank drafts, contact financial 
manager Tyra Johnson-Pirtle at finance@highlandsumc.net. 

Music and lyrics presented in this bulletin are reprinted with permission under CCLI Licensing#1845134. All Rights Reserved.

Scan the code with your mobile 
device to learn more about what’s 

Happening at Highlands!


