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First Sunday After Epiphany

Baptism of the Lord

JAnUAry 7, 2024

10:30 A.M. SErviCE

Daniel Bonnel, Baptism of the Christ 

Today we celebrate Baptism of the Lord Sunday, 
remembering both the baptism of Jesus and our own baptism as God’s calling for our lives. 
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       gloria                                     Richard Proulx

(Sung by the Choir) Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 
You take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 

You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 



Order of HOLy COMMUniOn And rEAFFirMAtiOn OF BAptiSM
preaching – the reverend Mikah Hudson

Liturgist – reggie holder

Choirmaster and Organist – richard phillips

vErgEr – BriAn BELLEngEr

*Congregation please stand.  Words in bold are spoken or sung by the congregation.

Serving for Altar Guild: Leslie Davis, Lynn L’Eplattenier  
Serving as Ushers: Geoff Green, Will Stowe

Serving as Lay Reader: PJ Ellis

Serving as Acolytes: Adelia Arnold, Camille Baxley

Serving as Communion Stewards: Steve & PJ Ellis

pealing of the tower Bells                                                                                                         Kara Cargile, chimer

welcome and call to worship                  The Reverend Mikah Hudson

prelude                                                                        Praeludium in C                                    Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)
BWV 531

*hymn in procession 159                               Lift High the Cross                                                                                  CRUCIFER
Descant Setting: Richard Proulx

*collect for purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires are known, and from you no secrets are hidden. 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

*gloria in excelsis (See facing page)        Richard Proulx (1937-2010)

Glory to God in the highest and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, Almighty God and Father, 

We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.

(Sung by the Choir)  
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 

You take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 
You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
You alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
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the liturgy of the word

collect for Baptism of the lord sunday

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
Let us pray: Almighty God, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him 
with the Holy Spirit. Grant that all who are baptized into his name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess 
him as Lord and Savior, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, One God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

psalter (Sung by The Choir)                                          Psalm 29: 1-6                    Anglican Chant: Henry George Ley (1887-1962)
Afferte Domino

1 Ascribe to the Lord, you gods; ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.

3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; the Lord is upon the mighty waters.
4 The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.
5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon;

6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning is now and will be forever. Amen.

first lesson                                         Genesis 1:1-5
May these words reveal Christ to us. Thanks be to God.

*gospel acclamation         Fintan O’Carroll (1922-1981) and Christopher Walker (b. 1947)
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*gospel lesson

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Lesson                                                                                                                                                                   Mark 1:4-11

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.

the homily                                    The Reverend Mikah Hudson

*affirmation of faith 881            tHE ApOStLES’ CrEEd

the prayers of the people          Reggie Holder
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the holy communion
Communion Musical Setting: A Community Mass – Richard Proulx (1937-2010)

*invitation to holy communion & the peace

God in Christ breaks down the walls that make us strangers to ourselves and divide us from one another. We are the body of 
Christ. Around this table, we enact our faith. The Communion Table is open to all who are in love with God and their neighbor 
and seek forgiveness and healing in this broken world.
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  And also with you.  

greeting and parish notices         Reggie Holder

offertory anthem                                              The Baptism of Jesus
The Choir

Thomas Head, baritone soloist

Jesus autem hodie regrésus est a Jordane.  
trAnSLAtiOn: JESUS wEnt tO tHE JOrdAn tOdAy.

When Jesus Christ baptized was, the Holy Ghost descended with grace; the Father’s voice was heard in the place: 

rEFrAin: Hic est filius meus, ipsum inténde.  
trAnSLAtiOn: tHiS iS My SOn witH wHOM i AM wELL pLEASEd.

There were three persons and one Lord, the Son baptized with one accord, the Father said this blessed word:     rEFrAin

Now, Jesus, as thou art both god and man, and were baptized in from Jordan, at our last end, we pray thee, say then:     rEFrAin

Peter Hallock (b. 1941)                                                                                                                                                          Text: Anon. Medieval, ca. 8th century

*doxology with alleluias 94                     LASST UNS ERFREUEN

*the great thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

…And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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…And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and 
living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.
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...Through your Son, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now 
and forever. 
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the lord’s prayer 895

Breaking of the Bread

the fraction anthem                           Agnus Dei
The Choir

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace.

receiving the Bread and cup and reaffirmation of Baptism

Please come forward as directed by the ushers to receive the sacrament and reaffirm your baptism. Holy Communion 
will be served by intinction; clergy will dip the bread into the cup and place in congregants’ hands. Reflecting our 
conviction that God’s grace is for all people, everyone is invited to the Lord’s table.
If you have never been baptized and would like to learn more, please speak to a member of the clergy following worship.

communion hymn 189                                    Fairest Lord Jesus                                                           ST. ELIZABETH

The Choir and Congregation

*covenant prayer in the wesleyan tradition

I am not my own self-made, self-reliant human being.
In truth, O God, I am yours.
Make me into what you will.
Make me a neighbor with those whom you will.
Guide me on the easy path for you.
Guide me on the rocky road for you.
Whether I am to step up for you or step aside for you;
Whether I am to be lifted high for you or brought low for you;
Whether I become full or empty, with all things or with nothing;
I give all that I have and all that I am for you. So be it.
And may I always remember that you, O God, and I belong to each other. Amen.

4



*hymn 605                                           Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters                                       BEACH SPRING

Verses 1 and 3

*Blessing and sending forth

organ improvisation on a hymn tune
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1045 Twentieth Street South    •    Birmingham, Alabama 35205
                  (205) 933-8751    •    www.highlandsumc.net

invitAtiOn tO CHriStiAn diSCipLESHip 

The message of the Hebrew prophets, Jesus, Paul, and the early church was always a message of welcome and 
inclusion for all. The image of God’s kingdom is of something small and insignificant growing into something 
larger and of great significance. The oppressed, the alien, and the outcast were all welcomed, included, and cared 
for. In this sense, our faith is built upon the idea of gracious hospitality. Followers of Jesus are not about walls 
of exclusion but bridges of grace and acceptance. Ours is a faith of invitation, for all to come to know Jesus as 
the living Christ who overcomes all brokenness, sin, and even death, offering a way to make all things new. This 
invitation extends to you. If you desire to explore what this means for you, please speak to a member of the 
clergy after the service or sometime this week. We welcome the opportunity to visit with you.

welcome to highlands!
all are welcome

A Reconciling Congregation with the Reconciling Ministries Network – rmnetwork.org

Highlands United Methodist Church is a community of disciples of Christ; a beacon of hope, inviting all to become new persons in Christ
to be sent into the world to share the Gospel and to serve our neighbors; and a sanctuary for those in need of God’s love and grace.

Highlands United Methodist Church affirms that nothing can separate anyone from the love of God. We invite all to worship, wonder, 
and discover God’s grace as we aspire to create a safe space for all to participate fully in the life of this community of faith. We are 
called to shine as a beacon of hope, grace, belonging, and respect for all people. Regardless of age, gender identity, ethnicity, sexual 

orientation, family, financial status, nationality, physical or mental ability, past or future, there is room for you at Highlands.

offering

Cash or Check Giving:
•   Giving envelopes are available in the pew racks.  
    Checks may be made payable to HUMC. 

Electronic Giving: 

•   Text givE to 205-900-3040. A link will be provided for a 
simple, quick way to give with one click. 
•   Visit www.highlandsumc.net/giving to give using a debit, 
credit card, or bank account.

Sustainable Giving:

•  To set up automatic monthly bank drafts, contact financial 
manager Tyra Johnson-Pirtle at finance@highlandsumc.net. 

Music and lyrics presented in this bulletin are reprinted with permission under CCLI Licensing#1845134. All Rights Reserved.

scan the code with your moBile 
device to learn more aBout what’s 

happening at highlands!


