
Highlands United Methodist Church

First Sunday After Epiphany

Baptism of the Lord

JAnUAry 8, 2017
10:30 A.M. SErviCE

Today we celebrate Baptism of the Lord Sunday. We remember both 
the baptism of Jesus and our own baptism as God’s calling for our lives. 
During worship we reaffirm the covenant declared at our baptism.



Order of Morning Worship

Preaching – The reverend Mikah Hudson

Liturgist and Children’s Moment – reggie Holder

Choirmaster and Organist – richard Phillips

*Congregation please stand. Words in bold are spoken or sung by the congregation.

 

Pealing of the Tower Bells                                                                                             Richard Fender, Chimer

Call to Worship 

Prelude                                                                                                                                             Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)
Chorale Prelude on Lobt Gott, ihr Christen allzugleich

Praise God, you Christians all the same

*Hymn in Procession 606                  Come, Let Us Use the Grace Divine                                                      KINGSFOLD
Organ Improvisation: Noel Rawsthorne

*The invitatory & Gloria Patri 70                                      MEINEKE

O Lord, open our lips. And we shall declare your praise.
We praise you, Lord. Your holy name be praised. 

*The Peace

*venite       Psalm 95                               Musical Setting: DARWALL’S 148TH

Come, Sing With Joy to God

Serving for Altar Guild:  Leslie Davis, Linda Gaffney
Serving as Ushers:  Tim Brennan, Jim Shannon

Serving as Verger:  XXX
Serving as Acolytes:  Elizabeth Hargrove, Maggie Hargrove, Austin Meredith, Nancy Wells

Serving as Lay Reader:  Denise Williams



Psalm 29 (Sung by The Choir)                           Anglican Chant: Henry George Ley (1887-1962)
Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, * ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.

Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his Name; * worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.
The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; * the LORD is upon the mighty waters.

The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; * the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.
The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; * the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;

He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, * and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
The voice of the LORD splits the flames of fire; the voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; *

the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe * and strips the forests bare.

And in the temple of the LORD * all are crying, “Glory!”
The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; * the LORD sits enthroned as King for evermore.

(The people stand at the Gloria Patri.)

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.*
As it was in the beginning is now and will be forever. Amen.

First Lesson                                        Acts 10:34-43
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*Canticle              Arise, Your Light Is Come                                      Setting: ST. THOMAS
Descant Setting: Richard Phillips

The Prayers                                                                  Reggie Holder  
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved son and anointed him with the 
Holy Spirit.  Grant that all who are baptized into his name may keep the covenant they have made with him, and boldly confess 
him as Lord and Savior, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, One God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

Silent Prayer

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 895

Choral response                                                    Lead Me Lord                   
The Choir

Lead me LORD, lead me in Thy righteousness, make my way plain before my face.

Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1810-1876)                                                                                                   Text, Psalm 5:8; 4:8



Greeting and Parish notices                             

Offertory Anthem                                             The Baptism of Jesus
The Choir

Thomas Head, baritone soloist

*Jesus autem hodie regrésus est a Jordane.

When Jesus Christ was baptized, the Holy Ghost descended with grace; the Father’s voice was heard in the place: 

**Hic est filius meus, ipsum inténde.
There were Three Persons and one Lord, the Son baptized with one accord, the Father said this blessed word:

 **Hic est filius meus, ipsum inténde.
 Now, Jesus, as thou art both god and man, and were baptized in from Jordan, at our last end, we pray Thee, say then:

**Hic est filius meus, ipsum inténde.
Peter Hallock (b. 1941)                                                                                                                                                       Text: Anon. Medieval, ca. 8th cent.

*Jesus went to the Jordan today.                               **“This is my Son with whom I am well pleased.

*Doxology with Alleluias 94                     LASST UNS ERFREUEN  

The Children’s Moment                                          Reggie Holder 

*Sequence Hymn 252                         When Jesus Came to Jordan                                                 COMPLAINER

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. Glory to you, Lord Christ.

*Gospel Lesson                     Matthew 3:13-17

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon                                             The Reverend Mikah Hudson 

The Congregational reaffirmation of the Baptismal Covenant
Musical Setting: Charles H. Webb (b. 1933)

Brothers and sisters in Christ: Through the Sacrament of Baptism we are initiated into Christ’s holy 
Church.   We are incorporated into God’s mighty acts of salvation and given new birth through water 
and the Spirit.  All this is God’s gift, offered to us without price.

Through the reaffirmation of our faith we renew the covenant declared at our baptism, acknowledge 
what God is doing for us, and affirm our commitment to Christ’s holy Church.

renunciation of Sin and Profession of Faith

On behalf of the whole Church, I ask you: Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the 
evil powers of this world, and repent of your sin?

I do.

Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever 
forms they present themselves?

I do.
Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your whole trust in his grace, and promise to serve him as 
your Lord, in union with the Church which Christ has opened to people of all ages, nations, and races?

I do.



According to the grace given to you, will you remain faithful members of Christ’s holy Church and serve 
as Christ’s representatives in the world?

I will.

Let us join together in professing the Christian faith as contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments.

(All stand.)

Do you believe in God the Father?

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ?

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 
the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

(All sit.)

Thanksgiving over the Water

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Let us pray:  Eternal Father:  When nothing existed but chaos, you swept across the dark waters and 
brought forth light. In the days of Noah you saved those on the ark through water. After the flood you set 
in the clouds a rainbow. When you saw your people as slaves in Egypt, you led them to freedom through 
the sea. Their children you brought through the Jordan to the land which you promised. 

In the fullness of time you sent Jesus, nurtured in the water of a womb. He was baptized by John and 
anointed by your Spirit. He called his disciples to share in the baptism of his death and resurrection and 
to make disciples of all nations.



Pour out your Holy Spirit, and by this gift of water call to our remembrance  the grace declared to us in 
our baptism.  For you have washed away our sins, and you clothe us with righteousness throughout our 
lives, that dying and rising with Christ we may share in his final victory.

*reaffirmation of Baptism

All are invited to come forward to reaffirm your Baptism.  Please follow the ushers as they guide you.  If 
you have never been baptized (either as an infant, child, or adult) please indicate that to one of the clergy 
and we will offer a blessing instead.  We welcome the opportunity to discuss baptism with you.  Please 
let us know after the service so we can schedule a time.

Music during reaffirmation                 Plainchant: Tone VIIIa

Psalm 42
The Choir

1 As the deer longs for the water-brooks, * so longs my soul for you, O God.
2 My soul is athirst for God, athirst for the living God; * when shall I come to appear before the presence of God?

3 My tears have been my food day and night, * while all day long they say to me, “Where now is your God?”
4 I pour out my soul when I think on these things; *  how I went with the multitude and led them into the house of God,

5 With the voice of praise and thanksgiving, *  among those who keep holy-day.
6 Why are you so full of heaviness, O my soul? * and why are you so disquieted within me?

7 Put your trust in God; *  for I will yet give thanks to him,  who is the help of my countenance, and my God.
8 My soul is heavy within me; *  therefore I will remember you from the land of Jordan,

and from the peak of Mizar among the heights of Hermon.
9 One deep calls to another in the noise of your cataracts; * all your rapids and floods have gone over me.

10 The LORD grants his loving-kindness in the daytime; * in the night season his song is with me, a prayer to the God of my life.
11 I will say to the God of my strength, Why have you forgotten me? * and why do I go so heavily while the enemy  oppresses me?”

12 While my bones are being broken, * my enemies mock me to my face;
13 All day long they mock me * and say to me, “Where now is your God?”

14 Why are you so full of heaviness, O my soul? * and why are you so disquieted within me?
15 Put your trust in God; * for I will yet give thanks to him,  who is the help of my countenance, and my God.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Let us rejoice in the faithfulness of our covenant God.

We give thanks for all that God has already given us. As members of the body of Christ and Highlands 
United Methodist Church, we will faithfully participate in the ministries of the Church by our prayers, 
our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness that in everything God may be glorified through  
Jesus Christ.



invitation to CHriSTiAn Discipleship

 
*Hymn in Procession 724                   On Jordan’s Stormy Banks I Stand                                            PROMISED LAND

*Blessing and Sending Forth

*CHOrAL Benediction                                          Sevenfold Amen                                 Peter Christian Lutkin (1858-1931)
The Choir

After the retiring procession concludes, you are invited to be seated in the sanctuary until the conclusion of the voluntary.

*retiring voluntary                                              Praeludium in C                                Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)
BWV 531

       



Highlands United Methodist Church affirms that nothing can separate anyone from the love of God. We invite all 
to worship, wonder, and discover God’s grace as we aspire to create a safe space for all to participate fully in the 

life of this community of faith.

We are called to shine as a beacon of hope, grace, belonging, and respect for all people. Regardless of age, gender 
identity, ethnicity, sexual orientation, family, financial status, nationality, physical or mental ability, past or 

future, there is room for you at Highlands.

† All children are welcome to stay in worship, or a nursery is provided for ages 4 and younger. An usher will be happy
to direct you there. Children ages 4 to 2nd grade are encouraged to come to the chancel when called to the Children’s 
Moment and may then attend Children’s Church or return to be with their family.

† Children’s bulletins, books, and crayons are available from the ushers for use in worship.  

† Please pick up a guest welcome bag after worship to learn more about Highlands. Feel free to call or email the church
with any questions or pastoral care needs. We would love to have the opportunity to visit with you.  

† Parking is free on Sundays at all metered street spaces near the church, at the Hotel Highland Parking Deck on
Magnolia Avenue, and in the Highlands Bar and Grill lot on 11th Avenue South.

1045 Twentieth Street South        Birmingham, Alabama 35205           
                 (205) 933-8751        highlandsumc.net
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