
Order for Morning Worship

*Congregation please stand.  Words in bold are spoken or sung by the congregation.

Serving for Altar Guild:  Janet Holt     •     Serving as Ushers:  Mike Buchanan, Tommy Thompson
Serving as Acolyte: Harper Boyd, Sedgie Edmondson

Serving as Verger: Wilson Nash     •     Serving as Lay Reader: Beth Douthit

pealing of the tower Bells                                                                                                      Savannah Busby, chimer

Call to worship and prelude                                    Largo                                      George Frederic Handel (1685-1759) 

from Xerxes

*Hymn in ProCession 577                      God of Grace and God of Glory                                                              CWM RHONDDA
Organ Improvisation: Noel Rawsthorne

*the invitatory & gloria patri 70                                      MEINEKE

O Lord, open our lips. And we shall declare your praise.
We praise you, Lord. Your holy name be praised. 

*the peaCe

The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  And also with you.  

*Venite               Psalm 95: Come, Sing With Joy to God                                        DARWALL’S 148TH
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psalm 25:1-10                                                                                                                                                                         Chant: Don Saliers (b. 1938)

The cantor will sing the Response first, then followed by all.  The cantor will sing the verses.
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Lead me in your truth, and teach me.
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1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
2 O my God, in you I trust; let me not be put to shame; let not my enemies exult over me. 

3 Let none that wait for you be put to shame; let them be ashamed who are clothed with treacherous.
4 Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me your paths. 

5 Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all day long.    R

6 Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your steadfast love, for they have been from of old. 
7 Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions;

   According to your steadfast love remember me, for the sake of your goodness, O Lord!
8 Good and upright is the Lord; therefore the Lord instructs sinners in the way,

9 and leads the humble in what is right, and teaches them their way. 
10 All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness, for those who keep his covenant and testimonies.  R

epistle lesson                                                                                                                                   Colossians 1:1-14
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*CantiCle (See pew insert)      First Song of Isaiah                                              Jack Noble White (b. 1938)

Surely, it is God who saves me; I will trust in him and not be afraid. 
For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, and he will be my Savior.
Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing from the springs of salvation. 

And on that day you shall say, give thanks to the Lord and call upon his name; 
Make his deeds known among the peoples; see that they remember that his name is exalted. 

Sing praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, and this is known in all the world. 
Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, 

for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.
Surely, it is God who saves me; I will trust in him and not be afraid. 

For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, and he will be my Savior.

*the apostles’ Creed 881

the prayers                                                 The Reverend Mikah Hudson

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon you, and grant that they may know and understand what 
things they ought to do, and also may have grace and power faithfully to accomplish them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Silent Prayer, Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer 895

Choral response                                                 Hear Our Prayer                                        George Whelpton (1847-1930)



greetings and parish notiCes 

offertory musiC                                                        The Call
Mary Elizabeth Neal, alto

Come, my way, my Truth, my Life: Such a way, as gives us breath: 
Such a Truth, as ends strife: Such a Life, as killeth death.

Come, my Light, my Feast, my Strength: Such a light, a shows a feast: 
Such a Feast, as mends in length: Such a Strength, as makes His guest. 

Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart: Such a Joy, as none can move:  
Such a Love, as none can part: Such a Heart, as joys in love.

Ralph Vaughn Williams (1872-1958)                                                                                                                                    Text, George Herbert

*doxology with alleluias 94                     LASST UNS ERFREUEN

Children’s moment                                                                                Vacation Bible School Participants

Children of all ages are invited to participate.  Following the Children’s Moment, children ages 4 to 2nd grade may attend Children’s Church; 
older children are invited to return to sit with their family. If this is your child’s first time attending Children’s Church at Highlands, a parent 

is asked to accompany their child to meet staff and provide contact information.

*sequenCe hymn 427                   Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life                                            GERMANY

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. Glory to you, Lord Christ.

*gospel lesson                          Luke 10:25-37

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.

the sermon                                           The Reverend Deb Welsh

prayer of thanksgiving  

*hymn 413                                                      A Charge to Keep I Have                                                     BOYLSTON

*Blessing and sending forth

*Choral BenediCtion                                       God Be With You                      Ralph Vaughn Williams (1872-1958)

After the retiring procession concludes, you are invited to be seated in the sanctuary until the conclusion of the voluntary.

*retiring Voluntary                                                               Hornpipe                          George Frederic Handel (1685-1759) 

from Water Music

pealing of the tower Bells



† All children are welcome to participate fully in worship. Families are encouraged to sit toward the front so that your
children can see and hear all that takes place during worship.  Children’s bulletins, books, and crayons are available    
at the Sanctuary entrances for use during worship. A nursery is provided for ages 4 and younger; an usher will be 
happy to direct you.  

† Children of all ages are invited to participate in the Children’s Moment.  Following Children’s Moment, children ages
4 – 2nd grade may attend Children’s Church in the Fellowship Hall; older children will return to sit with their families.  
If this is your child’s first time attending Children’s Church at Highlands, a parent is asked to accompany their child 
to meet staff and provide contact information.

† Please visit the hospitality table in the Greeting Space after worship for a small gift and some information about the 
Highlands family. Feel free to call or email the church with any questions or pastoral care needs. We would love to 
have the opportunity to visit with you.  

† If you would like to receive updates from Highlands about our upcoming worship services, study opportunities, and 
events, text HIGHLANDS to 84576, visit www.highlandsumc.net/email, or contact the church office.

† Parking for visitors and those with limited mobility is available in the lot located directly behind the church building, 
just off Richard Arrington Jr. Blvd. Parking is free on Sundays at all metered street spaces near the church and at the 
public parking deck on Magnolia Avenue. 

welCome to highlands!
a reConCiling Congregation

www.highlandsumc.net/rmn

Highlands United Methodist Church affirms that nothing can separate anyone from the love of God. We invite all to worship, 
wonder, and discover God’s grace as we aspire to create a safe space for all to participate fully in the life of this community of 
faith. We are called to shine as a beacon of hope, grace, belonging, and respect for all people. Regardless of age, gender identity, 

ethnicity, sexual orientation, family, financial status, nationality, physical or mental ability, past or future, 
there is room for you at Highlands.

1045 Twentieth Street South    •    Birmingham, Alabama 35205
                  (205) 933-8751    •    www.highlandsumc.net

Vision Statement

Highlands United Methodist Church is a community of disciples of Christ; 
a beacon of hope, inviting all to become new persons in Christ

to be sent into the world to share the Gospel and to serve our neighbors; 
and a sanctuary for those in need of God’s love and grace.


