
Order for Morning Worship

*Congregation please stand.  Words in bold are spoken or sung by the congregation.

 

Pealing of the Tower Bells                                                                                                          David Busby, Chimer

Call to Worship and Prelude                              Méditation                                                       Jules Massenet (1842-1912)
from thaÏs

Levon Margaryan, violin                   
Richard Phillips, organ

*Hymn in Procession 733                                   Marching to Zion                                 MARCHING TO ZION

*The Invitatory & Gloria Patri 70                                      MEINEKE

O Lord, open our lips. And we shall declare your praise.
We praise you, Lord. Your holy name be praised. 

*The Peace

*Venite       Psalm 95                               Musical Setting: DARWALL’S 148TH

Come, Sing With Joy to God

Highlands United Methodist Church
Eighth Sunday After Pentecost

JUly 30, 2017 – 10:30 A.M. SErVICE

Serving for Altar Guild: Leisha Harris, Vance Holder

Serving as Ushers: Mike Buchanan, Tommy Thompson

Serving as Verger: Mary Elizabeth Neal

Serving as Lay Reader: Fran Hopkins

Preaching – The reverend Mikah Hudson

liturgist – The reverend Mark Hughes

Choirmaster and Organist – richard Phillips

Children’s Moment – Geoff Green

Highlands United Methodist Church affirms that nothing can separate anyone from the love of God.  
We invite all to worship, wonder, and discover God’s grace as we aspire to create a safe space for all  

to participate fully in the life of this community of faith.

We are called to shine as a beacon of hope, grace, belonging, and respect for all people. Regardless of age,  
gender identity, ethnicity, sexual orientation, family, financial status, nationality, physical or mental ability,  

past or future, there is room for you at Highlands.

† All children are welcome to stay in worship, or a nursery is provided for ages 4 and younger. An usher will be happy
to direct you there. Children ages 4 to 2nd grade are encouraged to come to the chancel when called to the Children’s 
Moment and may then attend Children’s Church or return to be with their family. If you are visiting today or this is 
your child’s first time in Children’s Church, we ask that a parent accompany their child downstairs in order to  
provide emergency contact information and meet our staff.

† Children’s bulletins, books, and crayons are available from the ushers for use in worship.  

† Please pick up a guest welcome bag after worship to learn more about Highlands. Feel free to call or email the church
with any questions or pastoral care needs. We would love to have the opportunity to visit with you.  

† Parking is free on Sundays at all metered street spaces near the church, at the Hotel Highland Parking Deck on
Magnolia Avenue, and in the Highlands Bar and Grill lot on 11th Avenue South.

1045 Twentieth Street South        Birmingham, Alabama 35205           
                 (205) 933-8751        highlandsumc.net
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PSAlM 139:1-5, 7-12, 23-24                              Chant: Hal Hopson (b. 1933)

The cantor will sing the Response first, followed by all.

The cantor will sing the verses.

You know when I rise up; do you know when I rest; you read my thoughts from far away.
You watch over each step; you know when I sleep; you are acquainted with all my ways.

Even before a word is on my lips, you know what is in my heart.
You are before me and behind me and all around me; you laid your hand upon me. (R)

Where shall I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence?
If I ascend to heaven, you were there; you were in the depths of the sea.

If I could fly to the morning sun or dwell near the farthest sea, even there I would be guided by your hand;
Your right hand would hold me fast. (R)

If I be covered by darkness, or the light around me turned tonight,
the darkness is not dark to you, and the night is as bright as the day.

Search me, O God, and know my heart. Try me and know my thoughts.
See if I follow the path of evil, and lead me to the way of eternal life. (R)

First lesson                                                                                                                                    Genesis 28:10-19a
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*Canticle (Music may be found in the pew racks)          Glory to You                                                             John Rutter (b. 1945)

1. Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers;
you are worthy of praise; glory to you.

2. Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name;
we will praise you and highly exalt you forever.

3. Glory to you in the splendor of your temple;
on the throne of your majesty, glory to you.

4. Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim;
we will praise you and highly exalt you forever.

5. Glory to you, beholding the depths;
in the high vault of heaven, glory to you.

6. Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit;
we will praise you and highly exalt you forever.

*The Apostles’ Creed 881

The Prayers                                                   The Reverend Mark Hughes

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy: Increase and multiply upon us your 
mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may so pass through things temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.    Amen.

Silent Prayer

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 895

Choral response                                                  Hear Our Prayer                  George Whelpton (1847-1930)
The Chamber Choir

Greetings and Parish Notices 

Offertory Anthem                                                      If God Be For Us                                                                   
from MESSIAH

Laura Thomas, soprano
Levon Margaryan, violin
Richard Phillips, organ

 If God be for us, who can be against us? Who shall lay anything to the charge of God’s elect?
It is God that justifieth, who is he that condemneth?

It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is at the right hand of God,
Who makes intercession for us.

George Frederick Handel (1685-1759)                         Romans 8:31, 33-34

*Doxology with Alleluias 94                     LASST UNS ERFREUEN

The Children’s Moment                                                                  Geoff Green

*Sequence Hymn 418                 We Are Climbing Jacob’s Ladder                                       JACOB’S LADDER

The Sermon                                    The Reverend Mikah Hudson 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  

Invitation to Christian Discipleship  

*Hymn 724                                            On Jordan’s Stormy Banks I Stand                                      PROMISED LAND

*Blessing and Sending Forth

*CHOrAl Benediction                                        God Be With You                               Ralph Vaughn Williams (1872-1958)
The Chamber Choir

After the retiring procession concludes, you are invited to be seated in the sanctuary until the conclusion of the voluntary.

*retiring Voluntary                                  Chorale Prelude on Nun Danket                             Sigfried Karg-Elert (1877-1933)
Now Thank We All Our God

Opus 65, No. 59

Pealing of the Tower Bells

We welcome to our worship service Levon Margaryan, violinist with the Alabama Symphony Orchestra. 

Highlands is truly blessed to have such committed people in the choir who offer their gifts to the worship services, 
which inspire us and feed our souls each week. During the next few weeks, we are giving the full choir a well-deserved 
break. We will  continue to have a small chamber choir or soloist to provide special music during worship at this time.

	


