
All Are Welcome

Highlands United Methodist Church affirms that nothing can separate anyone from the love of God. We invite all to worship, 
wonder, and discover God’s grace as we aspire to create a safe space for all to participate fully in the life of this community of 
faith. We are called to shine as a beacon of hope, grace, belonging, and respect for all people. Regardless of age, gender identity, 

ethnicity, sexual orientation, family, financial status, nationality, physical or mental ability, past or future, 
there is room for you at Highlands.

HighlAnds United Methodist Church

AsCension sUndAy

JUne 2, 2019

10:30 Am service
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† All children are welcome to participate fully in worship. Families are encouraged to sit toward the front so that your
children can see and hear all that takes place during worship.  Children’s bulletins, books, and crayons are available    
at the Sanctuary entrances for use during worship. A nursery is provided for ages 4 and younger; an usher will be 
happy to direct you.  

† Children of all ages are invited to participate in the Children’s Moment.  Following Children’s Moment, children ages
4 – 2nd grade may attend Children’s Church in the Fellowship Hall; older children will return to sit with their families.  
If this is your child’s first time attending Children’s Church at Highlands, a parent is asked to accompany their child 
to meet staff and provide contact information.

† Please visit the hospitality table in the Greeting Space after worship for a homemade treat and information about the 
Highlands family. Feel free to call or email the church with any questions or pastoral care needs. We would love to 
have the opportunity to visit with you.  

† If you would like to receive updates from Highlands about our upcoming worship services, study opportunities, and 
events, text HIGHLANDS to 84576, visit www.highlandsumc.net/email, or contact the church office.

† Parking for visitors and those with limited mobility is available in the lot located directly behind the church building, 
just off Richard Arrington Jr. Blvd. Parking is free on Sundays at all metered street spaces near the church and at the 
public parking deck on Magnolia Avenue. 

Welcome to highlAnds!
A reconciling congregAtion

www.highlandsumc.net/rmn



order for Holy Communion
PreAching – The Reverend MikAh Hudson

Liturgist – The Reverend deb Welsh

ChoirmAster And orgAnist – RichArd Phillips

Children’s Moment – Reggie holder

*Congregation please stand. Words in bold are spoken or sung by the congregation.

 Serving for Altar Guild: Leisha Harris, Vance Holder
Serving as Ushers: Vance Holder, Jonathan Sides

Serving as Acolytes: Harper Boyd, Sedgie Edmondson, Michele Nailen

Serving as Communion Stewards: Lakey Boyd, Anne Buckley, Jody Stewart

Serving as Verger: Brian Bellenger

Serving as Lay Reader: Michele Nailen

peAling of the toWer bells

cAll to Worship

prelude                                                                       Agincourt Hymn                                           John Dunstable (1390-1453)

*hymn in procession 312                             Hail the Day That Sees Him Rise                                                                                LLANFAIR
Organ Improvisation: Noel Rawsthorne

Descant Setting: Richard Phillips

*collect of the dAy

Alleluia! Christ is Risen!  The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!  
Let us pray:  Everliving God, your eternal Christ once dwelt on earth, confined by time and space. Give us faith to discern in 
every time and place the presence among us of him who is head over all things and fills all, even Jesus Christ our ascended Lord. 
Amen.

*gloriA in excelsis (See pew insert)                        Glory to You                                                             John Rutter (b. 1945)

1. Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; you are worthy of praise; glory to you.

2. Glory to you for the radiance of your holy name; we will praise you and highly exalt you forever.

3. Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; on the throne of your majesty, glory to you.

4. Glory to you, seated between the cherubim; we will praise you and highly exalt you forever.

5. Glory to you, beholding the depths; in the high vault of heaven, glory to you.

6. Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; we will praise you and highly exalt you forever.

first lesson                                                                         Acts 1:1-11
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God



psAlm 47 (Sung by The Choir)                                                                                  Anglican Chant: John Davy (1763-1824)

1  O clap your hands together, all ye people; O sing unto God with the voice of melody.
2  For the Lord is high, and to be feared; he is the great King upon all the earth.

3   He shall subdue the people under us, and the nations under our feet.
4  He shall choose out an heritage for us, even the worship of Jacob, whom he loved.

5  God is gone up with a merry noise, and the Lord with the sound of the trump.
6  O sing praises, sing praises unto our God; O sing praises, sing praises unto our King.

7  For God is the King of all the earth; sing ye praises with understanding.
8  God reigneth over the heathen; God sitteth upon his holy seat.

9  The princes of the people are joined unto the people of the God of Abraham.
for God, which is very high exalted, doth defend the earth, as it were with a shield.

epistle lesson                                             Ephesians 1:15-23
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

children’s moment                                                        Reggie Holder

Children of all ages are invited to participate.  Following the Children’s Moment, children ages 4 to 2nd grade may attend Children’s Church; 
older children are invited to return to sit with their family. If this is your child’s first time attending Children’s Church at Highlands, a parent 
is asked to accompany their child to meet staff and provide contact information.

*sequence hymn 325                  Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus                                                     IN BABILONE 
Organ Improvisation: T. Tertius Noble

  
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. Glory to you, Lord Christ.

*gospel lesson                         Luke 24:44-53

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.

the sermon                                             The Reverend Mikah Hudson 

the prAyers of the people                                                      The Reverend Deb Welsh 

service of holy communion
Musical Setting:  Elise Eslinger (b. 1943)

*invitAtion to holy communion

God in Christ breaks down the walls that make us strangers to ourselves and divide us from one another. We are the body of 
Christ. Around this table, we enact our faith. The Communion Table is open to all who are in love with God and their neighbor 
and seek forgiveness and healing in this broken world.

*the peAce

The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  And also with you.  

greeting And pArish notices



the offertory                                                         Hallelujah, Amen
from Judas Maccabaeus

The Choir

Hallelujah, Amen; O Judah, rejoice. Rejoice, O Judah, 
In songs divine, with cherubim and seraphim harmonious join. 

Hallelujah, Amen!

George Fredrick Händel (1685-1759)                                                                                                                                                                        Text, Thomas Morell

*doxology With AlleluiAs 94                                                                                                  LAssT Uns eRFReUen 

*the greAt thAnksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

…And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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…And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and 
living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.
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…Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now 
and forever.
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the lord’s prAyer 895



breAking of the breAd 

the frAction Anthem                                     Jesus Lamb of God                                       William Mathias (1934-1992)
The Choir

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins: have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world: give us your peace.

receiving the breAd And cup

music during communion

Anthem                                                                Ave Verum Corpus   
The Choir

Ave verum corpus, natum de Maria Virgine: vere passum immolatum incruce pro homine; 
cujus latus perforatum unda fluxit sanguine; Esto nobis praegustatum in mortis examine.  

O dulcis, O pie, O Jesu Fili Mariae; Miserere mei. Amen.

Translation: Jesu, Word of God Incarnate, of the Virgin Mary born; on the cross thy sacred Body,
On the cross for humanity, whose side was pierced, pouring out water and blood.

Feed us with thy body broken, now and in death’s agony.
O sweet, O holy, O Jesus Son of Mary; have mercy on me. Amen.

William Byrd (1543-1623)                                                                                                                                                                                                      Traditional Latin 
English translation by Norman Greyson

orgAn solo                                                                  Communion in G Major                                   Théodore Dubois (1837-1924)

prAyer After receiving

*hymn 433                                                Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether                                       UNION SEMINARY 

*blessing And sending forth

*chorAl benediction                                          Sevenfold Amen                                 Peter Christian Lutkin (1858-1931)
The Choir

After the retiring procession concludes, you are invited to be seated in the sanctuary until the conclusion of the voluntary.

*retiring voluntAry                                       Grand Choeur in D Minor                             Félix Aléxandre Guilmant (1837-1911)

peAling of the toWer bells



VBS AT  HIGHLANDS

R I S I N G  P R E - K  ( 4 )  -  5 T H  G R A D E R S

W W W . H I G H L A N D S U M C . N E T / V B S

JULY 8-12

C O S T  $ 7 5
S C H O L A R S H I P S  

A V A I L A B L E !REGISTRATION OPEN THROUGH JUNE 30

D I S C O V E R I N G
G O D ' S  W A Y
O F  P E A C E



1045 Twentieth Street South    •    Birmingham, Alabama 35205
                  (205) 933-8751    •    www.highlandsumc.net

Vision Statement

Highlands United Methodist Church is a community of disciples of Christ; 
a beacon of hope, inviting all to become new persons in Christ

to be sent into the world to share the Gospel and to serve our neighbors; 
and a sanctuary for those in need of God’s love and grace.

Fifth Sunday Potluck Lunch 
JUNE 30 AFTER WORSHIP 

ALL ARE WELCOME AND INVITED! 


