
All Are Welcome

Highlands United Methodist Church affirms that nothing can separate anyone from the love of God. We invite all to worship, 
wonder, and discover God’s grace as we aspire to create a safe space for all to participate fully in the life of this community of 
faith. We are called to shine as a beacon of hope, grace, belonging, and respect for all people. Regardless of age, gender identity, 

ethnicity, sexual orientation, family, financial status, nationality, physical or mental ability, past or future, 
there is room for you at Highlands.

HighlAnds United Methodist Church

THe FiFTH SUnday aFTer PenTeCoST 
JUne 27, 2021 

10:30 a.M. 
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      The First Song of Isaiah                                      Jack Noble White (b. 1938)



order for Morning WorSHiP WiTH BaPTiSM
PreAching – the reverend mikAh hudson

liturgists – reggie holder, sutton smith

choirmAster And orgAnist – richArd PhilliPs

verger – BriAn Bellenger

*Congregation please stand. Words in bold are spoken or sung by the congregation.

PeAling of the toWer Bells                 Kara Cargile, chimer

cAll to WorshiP And Welcome

Prelude      Fugue       William Boyce (1710-1779)
from Voluntary in D minor

*hymn in Procession 57                 O For A Thousand Tongues To Sing                                                         AZMON

(verses 1, 2, 3 & 7)                                                                    Organ Improvisation: Gere Hancock

  Descant Setting: Charles Webb

*the invitAtory & gloriA PAtri 70                                               MEINEKE

O Lord, open our lips. And we shall declare your praise.
We praise you, Lord. Your holy name be praised.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

PsAlter (Sung by The Choir)                                            Psalm 133                               Anglican Chant: Henry Smart (1813-1879)
Ecce, quam bonum!

1 O how good and pleasant it is when brethren live together in unity!
2 It is like fine oil upon the head that runs down upon the beard,

3 Upon the beard of Aaron, and runs down upon the collar of his robe.
4 It is like the dew of Hermon that falls upon the hills of Zion.

5 For there the Lord has ordained the blessing; life forever more.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be world without end. Amen. 

ePistle lesson                                                                                                                                 2 Corinthians 8:7-15
May these words reveal Christ to us. Thanks be to God.

*cAnticle (See facing page)                                 The First Song of Isaiah                                          Jack Noble White (b. 1938)

*gosPel lesson

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Lesson                                                                                                                                                                      Mark 5:21-43

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.

the homily                                    The Reverend Mikah Hudson

the PrAyers of the PeoPle & the lord’s PrAyer      Reggie Holder 
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children’s moment           Reggie Holder 

sAcrAment of BAPtism
Musical Setting: Charles H. Webb (b. 1933)

introduction

Brothers and sisters in Christ: Through the Sacrament of Baptism we are initiated into Christ’s holy Church. We are incor-
porated into God’s mighty acts of salvation and given new birth through water and the Spirit. All this is God’s gift, offered 
to us without price.

PresentAtion              Lillian Rose Arnold 
Katherine Drennen Arnold 

Children of Allen and Evalouise Arnold

renunciAtion of sin And Profession of fAith

On behalf of the whole Church, I ask you: Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers of this 
world, and repent of your sin?   I do.

Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever forms they present 
themselves?  I do.

Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your whole trust in his grace, and promise to serve him as your Lord, in union 
with the Church which Christ has opened to people of all ages, nations, and races?  I do.

Will you nurture Lillian Rose and Katherine Drennen in Christ’s holy church that by your teaching and example they may be 
guided to accept God’s grace for themselves, to profess their faith openly, and to lead Christian lives?  I will.

Do you, as Christ’s body, the church, reaffirm both your rejection of sin and your commitment to Christ?  We do.

Will you nurture one another in the Christian faith and life, include Lillian Rose and Katherine Drennen now before you in 
your care, and surround them with a community of love and forgiveness?  We will.

Let us join together in professing the Christian faith as contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments.

(All stand.)

Do you believe in God the Father?

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ?

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 
the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

(All sit.)
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thAnksgiving over the WAter

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Let us pray.  Eternal Father:  When nothing existed but chaos, you swept across the dark waters and brought forth light. In 
the days of Noah you saved those on the ark through water. After the flood you set in the clouds a rainbow. When you saw 
your people as slaves in Egypt, you led them to freedom through the sea. Their children you brought through the Jordan to the 
land which you promised. 

In the fullness of time you sent Jesus, nurtured in the water of a womb. He was baptized by John and anointed by your Spirit. 
He called his disciples to share in the baptism of his death and resurrection and to make disciples of all nations.

Pour out your Holy Spirit to bless this gift of water and this child who receives it, to wash away his sin and clothe him in 
righteousness throughout his life that, dying and being raised with Christ, he may share in Christ’s final victory.

BAPtism With lAying on of hAnds

Lillian Rose and Katherine Drennen, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Holy Spirit work within you, that being born through water and the Spirit, you may be faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. 

Lillian Rose and Katherine Drennen, as children of God, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in baptism and marked as Christ’s 
own forever.  Amen.

commendAtion

Members of the household of faith, I commend to your love and care Lillian Rose and Katherine Drennen, whom we this day 
recognize as a member of the family of God. Will you endeavor so to live that they may grow in the knowledge and love of God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ?

With God’s help we will so order our lives after the example of Christ, that Lillian Rose and Katherine 
Drennen,  surrounded by steadfast love, may be established in the faith, and confirmed and strength-
ened in the way that leads to life eternal.
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hymn of Blessing               Child of Blessing, Child of Promise                        STUGGART

greeting And PArish notices                                           Reggie Holder

oPen tABle moment             Sutton Smith

*Affirming that Highlands United Methodist Church is a place where all are welcome, let us unite our voices in proclaiming 
our Welcome Statement:

Highlands United Methodist Church affirms that nothing can separate anyone from the love of God. 
We invite all to worship, wonder, and discover God’s grace as we aspire to create a safe space for all 
to participate fully in the life of this community of faith. We are called to shine as a beacon of hope, 
grace, belonging and respect for all people. Regardless of age, gender identity, ethnicity, sexual ori-
entation, family, financial status, nationality, physical or mental ability, past or future, there is room 
for you at Highlands.

Anthem                                                              O Sing Unto the Lord  
The Choir 

 

O sing unto the Lord a new song! Hallelujah!

Henry Purcell (1658-1695)                                                                                                                                                                                 Text, Psalm 96:1

*doxology With AlleluiAs 94                                                                                                 LaSST UnS erFreUen 

*hymn 117              O God, Our Help In Ages Past                 ST. ANNE

(verses 1, 2, 4 & 5)                                                                    Organ Improvisation: T. Tertius Noble

*Blessing And sending forth

Following the retiring procession, please be seated until the conclusion of the voluntary.

retiring voluntAry                        Voluntary on OLD HUNDRETH PSALM TUNE                                           Henry Purcell 

*the PAssing of the PeAce

Please maintain safe social distancing as you greet one another and exit.

PeAling of the toWer Bells
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offering

You may leave a cash or check offering in the offering plates near the Sanctuary exits as you leave the service today. Giving 
envelopes are available in the pew racks. Checks may be made payable to HUMC. 

Electronic Giving: 

•   Text Give to 205-900-3040. A link will be provided for a simple, quick way to give with one click.  
•   Visit www.highlandsumc.net/giving to give using a debit/credit card or bank account.

Sustainable Giving:

•  To set up automatic monthly bank drafts, contact financial manager Tyra Johnson-Pirtle at finance@highlandsumc.net. 

Announcements And communicAtions

For a complete listing of this week’s announcements and events, visit www.highlandsumc.net/calendar or see our Friday morning  
Happening at Highlands emails. To sign up for email announcements, visit www.highlandsumc.net and scroll to the bottom of the page. 
For questions about email communications from Highlands, contact Mary Elizabeth Neal at maryelizabeth@highlandsumc.net.



1045 Twentieth Street South    •    Birmingham, Alabama 35205
                  (205) 933-8751    •    www.highlandsumc.net

Vision Statement

Highlands United Methodist Church is a community of disciples of Christ; 
a beacon of hope, inviting all to become new persons in Christ

to be sent into the world to share the Gospel and to serve our neighbors; 
and a sanctuary for those in need of God’s love and grace.

CoVid-19 SaFeTy ProToCoLS

•  Social distancing and face masks that cover both the mouth and nose are required throughout the building. We are 

mindful of those in our community who have not yet been vaccinated or who – like our young children – are not yet 

eligible to receive the vaccine, and choose to continue these safety precautions until they can be fully vaccinated. 
•  Congregants may enter the Sanctuary through the Prayer Garden or the Greeting Space. Greeters will welcome 

congregants at both entrances. Masks are available at these entrances if you do not have one.
•  Seating in the Sanctuary is arranged to maintain social distancing. Please sit only in designated pews.
•  Hand sanitizer is available throughout the Sanctuary and church building. Congregants are especially encouraged to 

sanitize hands prior to receiving Holy Communion. 
• At the close of the service, please be seated until the conclusion of the voluntary. As you exit the Sanctuary, please be 

mindful of social distancing, especially in narrow hallways. 
•  All restroom facilities are open. Please be mindful of social distance in restrooms and adjacent corridors.
•  The Sanctuary and restrooms will be cleaned thoroughly prior to and after each service.   
If you have questions or concerns regarding in-person worship COVID protocols, please contact the church office at 205-933-8751.

inViTaTion To CHriSTian diSCiPLeSHiP 
The message of the Hebrew prophets, Jesus, Paul, and the early church was always a message of welcome and 
inclusion for all. The image of God’s kingdom is of something small and insignificant growing into something larger 
and of great significance. The oppressed, the alien, and the outcast were all welcomed, included, and cared for. In this 
sense, our faith is built upon the idea of gracious hospitality. Followers of Jesus are not about walls of exclusion by 
bridges of grace and acceptance. Ours is a faith of invitation, for all to come to know Jesus as the living Christ who 
overcomes all brokenness, sin, and even death, offering a way to make all things new. This invitation extends to you. 
If you desire to explore what this means for you, please speak to a member of the clergy after the service or sometime 
this week. We welcome the opportunity to visit with you.

Welcome to highlAnds!
A reconciling congregAtion

www.highlandsumc.net/rmn

Highlands United Methodist Church affirms that nothing can separate anyone from the love of God. We invite all to worship, 
wonder, and discover God’s grace as we aspire to create a safe space for all to participate fully in the life of this community of 
faith. We are called to shine as a beacon of hope, grace, belonging, and respect for all people. Regardless of age, gender identity, 

ethnicity, sexual orientation, family, financial status, nationality, physical or mental ability, past or future, 
there is room for you at Highlands.


