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Highlands United Methodist Church affirms that nothing can separate anyone from the love of God. We invite all to worship, wonder, 
and discover God’s grace as we aspire to create a safe space for all to participate fully in the life of this community of faith. We are called 
to shine as a beacon of hope, grace, belonging, and respect for all people. Regardless of age, gender identity, ethnicity, sexual orientation, 

family, financial status, nationality, physical or mental ability, past or future, there is room for you at Highlands.

† All children are welcome to participate in worship.  A nursery is provided for ages 4 and younger; an usher will be 
happy to direct you. Children ages 4 to 2nd grade are encouraged to come to the chancel when called for the Chil-
dren’s Moment and may then attend Children’s Church or return to sit with their family. If you are visiting today or 
this is your child’s first time in Children’s Church, we ask that a parent accompany their child in order to provide 
emergency contact information and meet our staff.

† Children’s bulletins, books, and crayons are available from the ushers for use in worship.  
† Please visit the hospitality table in the Greeting Space after worship for a cool beverage and information about the 

Highlands family. Feel free to call or email the church with any questions or pastoral care needs. We would love to 
have the opportunity to visit with you.  

† Parking is free on Sundays at all metered street spaces near the church, at the Hotel Highland Parking Deck on
Magnolia Avenue, and in the Highlands Bar and Grill lot on 11th Avenue South.



order of Holy BaPtisM and Holy CoMMUnion
PreaCHing – Steve alexander, lay leader

litUrgists – tHe reverend mikaH HUdson and tHe reverend deB WelsH 
cHoirMaster and Organist – riCHard PHilliPs

CHildren’s MoMent - roMona sHannon, CHUrCH CoUnCil CHairPerson

*Congregation please stand. Words in bold are spoken or sung by the congregation.

 Serving for Altar Guild:  Vance Holder, Leisha Harris

Serving as Ushers:  Jonathan Sides, Vance Holder

Serving as Communion Stewards: Chase and Doreen Fell, Judy Mills

Serving as Acolytes:  Reese Alexander, Austin Meredith
Serving as Verger:  Brian Bellenger

Serving as Lay Reader:  Fran Hopkins

The flowers on the the altar today are given to the glory of God and in honor of Samuel Tate Forrester by his family.

Pealing of tHe tower Bells                                                                                                Ellis Landers, Chimer

Call to worsHiP 

PrelUde                                                     Andante tranquillo             Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)
from Organ Sonata No. 3 Opus 65. No. 3

*HyMn in ProCession 73                             O Worship the King                                                                                     LYONS
  Organ Improvisation: Noel Rawsthorne

Descant Setting: Lois Fyfe 

*ColleCt for PUrity 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. And also with you. 

Let us pray: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires are known, and from you no secrets 
are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

*gloria in exCelsis (See pew insert)           Glory to You                                                             John Rutter (b. 1945)

1. Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; you are worthy of praise; glory to you.

2. Glory to you for the radiance of your holy name; we will praise you and highly exalt you forever.

3. Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; on the throne of your majesty, glory to you.

4. Glory to you, seated between the cherubim; we will praise you and highly exalt you forever.

5. Glory to you, beholding the depths; in the high vault of heaven, glory to you.

6. Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; we will praise you and highly exalt you forever.

saCraMent of BaPtisM
Musical Setting: Charles H. Webb (b. 1933)

introdUCtion

Brothers and sisters in Christ: Through the Sacrament of Baptism we are initiated into Christ’s holy Church. We are incorpo-
rated into God’s mighty acts of salvation and given new birth through water and the Spirit. All this is God’s gift, offered to us 
without price.



Presentation                   Samuel Tate Forrester

renUnCiation of Sin and Profession of FaitH

On behalf of the whole Church, I ask you: Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers of this 
world, and repent of your sin?

I do.

Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever forms they present 
themselves?

I do.

Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your whole trust in his grace, and promise to serve him as your Lord, in union 
with the Church which Christ has opened to people of all ages, nations, and races?

I do.

Will you nurture Samuel in Christ’s holy church that by your teaching and example he may be guided to accept God’s grace 
for himself, to profess his faith openly, and to lead a Christian life?

I will.

Do you, as Christ’s body, the church, reaffirm both your rejection of sin and your commitment to Christ?

We do.

Will you nurture one another in the Christian faith and life, include Samuel now before you in your care, and surround him 
with a community of love and forgiveness?  

We will

Let us join together in professing the Christian faith as contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments.

(All stand.)

Do you believe in God the Father?

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ?

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 
the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

(All sit.)



tHanksgiving over tHe water

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Let us pray:  Eternal Father:  When nothing existed but chaos, you swept across the dark waters and brought forth light. In 
the days of Noah you saved those on the ark through water. After the flood you set in the clouds a rainbow. When you saw 
your people as slaves in Egypt, you led them to freedom through the sea. Their children you brought through the Jordan to the 
land which you promised. 

In the fullness of time you sent Jesus, nurtured in the water of a womb. He was baptized by John and anointed by your Spirit. 
He called his disciples to share in the baptism of his death and resurrection and to make disciples of all nations.

Pour out your Holy Spirit to bless this gift of water and this child who receives it, to wash away his sin and clothe him in 
righteousness throughout his life that, dying and being raised with Christ, he may share in his final victory.

BaPtisM witH laying on of Hands

Samuel Tate, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

The Holy Spirit work within you, that being born through water and the Spirit, you may be a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ. 
Amen.

Samuel Tate, as a child of God, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in baptism and marked as Christ’s own forever.  



CoMMendation

Members of the household of faith, I commend to your love and care Samuel Tate whom we this day recognize as a member 
of the family of God. Will you endeavor so to live that he may grow in the knowledge and love of God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ?

With God’s help we will so order our lives after the example of Christ, that Samuel Tate,  surrounded 
by steadfast love, may be established in the faith, and confirmed and strengthened in the way that 
leads to life eternal.

HyMn of Blessing               Child of Blessing, Child of Promise                        STUGGART

first lesson                                     1 Samuel 3:1-20
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PsalM 139:1-5 (Sung by The Choir)                                                                                    Anglican Chant: C. H. H. Parry (1848-1918)

 1 LORD, you have searched me out and known me; *
You know my sitting down and my rising up; you discern my thoughts from afar.

2 You trace my journeys and my resting-places *and are acquainted with all my ways.
3 Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, *but you, O LORD, know it altogether.

4 You press upon me behind and before *and lay your hand upon me.
5 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; *it is so high that I cannot attain to it.

 

ePistle lesson              2 Corinthians 4:5-12
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

tHe CHildren’s MoMent                  Romona Shannon

*seqUenCe HyMn 400                        Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing                                                    NETTLETON

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.   Glory to you, Lord Christ.

*gosPel lesson           Mark 2:23–3:6

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.

tHe serMon                     Steve Alexander
                     

Child     of      bless – ing,      child     of      prom – ise,       bap – tized  with    the         Spir – it’s     sign;
Child    of       God,   your       lov  –  ing      Par  –  ent,       learn    to    know  whose    child   you    are.

 with    this       wa  –  ter         God    has     sealed   you        un   –   to        love     and          grace    di  –  vine.
Grow     to      laugh   and        sing    and     wor  –  ship,      trust   and      love    God          more   than     all.



serviCe of Holy CoMMUnion
Musical Setting:  Elise Eslinger (b. 1943)

*invitation to Holy CoMMUnion

God in Christ breaks down the walls that make us strangers to ourselves and divide us from one another. We are the body of 
Christ. Around this table, we enact our faith. The Communion Table is open to all who are in love with God and their neigh-
bor and seek forgiveness and healing in this broken world.

*tHe PeaCe

The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  And also with you. 

greeting and ParisH notiCes

offertory antHeM                                  Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
The Choir

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand; ponder nothing earthly minded, 
For with blessing in His hand, Christ our God to earth descendedth, our full homage to demand. 

King of kings, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth He stood, Lord of lords, in human vesture, 
In the body and the blood; He will give to all the faithful His own self for heavenly food. 

Rank on rank the host of heaven spreads its vanguard on the way, 
As the Light of light descendeth from the realms of endless day, 

That the powers of hell may vanish as the darkness clears away. At His feet the six winged seraph, cherubim, 
With sleepless eye, veil their faces to the presence, as with ceaseless voice they cry: 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Lord Most High!

Arranged by Gustav Holst (1874-1938)                     Text, Liturgy of St. James, 4th Century

*doxology witH allelUias 94                     LASST UNS ERFREUEN

*tHe great tHanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

…And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



…And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and 
living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

…Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now 
and forever.

tHe lord’s Prayer 895

Breaking of tHe Bread                                                       

tHe fraCtion antHeM                                        Jesus Lamb of God                                     William Mathias (1934-1992)

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins: have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world: give us your peace.

reCeiving tHe Bread and CUP

antHeM                                                                    Ave Verum

The Choir

Ave verum corpus, natum de Maria Virgine: vere passum immolatum incruce pro homine; cujus latus perforatum unda fluxit sanguine;            
Esto nobis praegustatum in mortis examine.

               Translation: Jesu, Word of God Incarnate, of the Virgin Mary born; on the cross Thy sacred Body, for us men with nails was torn.  
Cleanse us by the Blood and water streaming from Thy pierced side. Feed us with Thy Body broken, now and in death’s agony.                   

Alexandré Guilmant (1837-1911)                                                                                                                                         Text, Traditional Latin
English translation by Norman Greyson

Prayer after reCeiving

invitation to CHristian disCiPlesHiP

*HyMn 433                                         All Who Love and Serve Your City (vs. 1-3, 5)                            CHARLESTOWN

*Blessing and sending fortH

After the retiring procession concludes, you are invited to be seated in the sanctuary until the conclusion of the voluntary.

*retiring volUntary                                          Allegro maestosto e vivace             Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)
from Organ Sonata No. 2 Opus 65. No. 2

Pealing of tHe tower Bells
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