
Highlands United Methodist Church

THe FeasT oF PenTeCosT

JUne 9, 2019

10:30 am service
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We are grateful that you have come to worship with us this morning. It is our hope that you experience the 
love of Christ and God’s presence during our worship. Today we celebrate Pentecost, often known as the 
birthday of the Church. The name Pentecost comes from the Greek for fiftieth day. Its origins relate to the 
Jewish harvest festival of Shavuot, which commemorates God’s giving of the law on Mt. Sinai. Pentecost 
marks the day when the Holy Spirit descended on the disciples in Jerusalem fifty days after Easter.



† All children are welcome to participate fully in worship. Families are encouraged to sit toward the front so that your
children can see and hear all that takes place during worship.  Children’s bulletins, books, and crayons are available    
at the Sanctuary entrances for use during worship. A nursery is provided for ages 4 and younger; an usher will be 
happy to direct you.  

† Children of all ages are invited to participate in the Children’s Moment.  Following Children’s Moment, children ages
4 – 2nd grade may attend Children’s Church in the Fellowship Hall; older children will return to sit with their families.  
If this is your child’s first time attending Children’s Church at Highlands, a parent is asked to accompany their child 
to meet staff and provide contact information.

† Please visit the hospitality table in the Greeting Space after worship for a homemade treat and information about the 
Highlands family. Feel free to call or email the church with any questions or pastoral care needs. We would love to 
have the opportunity to visit with you.  

† If you would like to receive updates from Highlands about our upcoming worship services, study opportunities, and 
events, text HIGHLANDS to 84576, visit www.highlandsumc.net/email, or contact the church office.

† Parking for visitors and those with limited mobility is available in the lot located directly behind the church building, 
just off Richard Arrington Jr. Blvd. Parking is free on Sundays at all metered street spaces near the church and at the 
public parking deck on Magnolia Avenue. 

Welcome to highlands!
a reconciling congregation

www.highlandsumc.net/rmn

Highlands United Methodist Church affirms that nothing can separate anyone from the love of God. We invite all to worship, 
wonder, and discover God’s grace as we aspire to create a safe space for all to participate fully in the life of this community of 
faith. We are called to shine as a beacon of hope, grace, belonging, and respect for all people. Regardless of age, gender identity, 

ethnicity, sexual orientation, family, financial status, nationality, physical or mental ability, past or future, 
there is room for you at Highlands.



order for Holy Communion
Preaching – The Reverend Mikah Hudson

Liturgist – The Reverend Deb Welsh

Choirmaster and organist – Richard Phillips

Children’s Moment – Reggie holder

*Congregation please stand. Words in bold are spoken or sung by the congregation.

 Serving for Altar Guild: Leisha Harris, Vance Holder
Serving as Ushers: Vance Holder, Jonathan Sides

Serving as Acolytes: Emmalynne Hudson, Michele Nailen, Ben Shacka

Serving as Communion Stewards: Stephen Ministry Class of 2019

Serving as Verger: Brian Bellenger

Serving as Lay Reader: Beth Douthit

pealing of the toWer bells

Call to Worship 

Prelude                                                           Toccata in C Major                                 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)
BWV 564

And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 
Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them.

*HyMn in PRoCession 648                        God the Spirit, Guide and Guardian                                                                            HYFRYDOL
Organ Improvisation: Noel Rawsthorne

Descant Setting: Richard Phillips

CoLLeCT FoR PenTeCosT 
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Let us pray: Faithful God, you fulfilled the promise of Easter by sending your Holy Spirit and opening the way of eternal life to all 
the human race. Keep us in the unity of your Spirit, that every tongue may tell of your glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is 
alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.

*gloria in excelsis (See pew insert)                        Glory to You                                                             John Rutter (b. 1945)

1. Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; you are worthy of praise; glory to you.

2. Glory to you for the radiance of your holy name; we will praise you and highly exalt you forever.

3. Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; on the throne of your majesty, glory to you.

4. Glory to you, seated between the cherubim; we will praise you and highly exalt you forever.

5. Glory to you, beholding the depths; in the high vault of heaven, glory to you.

6. Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; we will praise you and highly exalt you forever.

First Lesson                                                       Acts 2:1-21
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



psalm 104:24-25,28-34,35b (Sung by The Choir)                                        Anglican Chant:  Sir Edward Bairstow (1874-1946)

24  O Lord, how manifold are thy works! In wisdom hast thou made them all; the earth is full of thy riches.
25  So is the great and wide sea also; wherein are things creeping innumerable, both small and great beasts.

28  When thou givest it them, they gather it; and when thou openest thy hand, they are filled with good.
29  When thou hidest thy face, they are troubled. When thou takest away their breath, they die, and are turned again to their dust.

30  When thou lettest thy breath go forth, they shall be made; and thou shalt renew the face of the earth.
31  The glorious Majesty of the Lord shall endure forever; the Lord shall rejoice in his works.

32  The earth shall tremble at the look of him; if he do but touch the hills, they shall smoke.
33  I will sing unto the Lord as long as I live; I will praise my God while I have my being.

34  And so shall my words please him: my joy shall be in the Lord.
35 Praise thou the Lord, O my soul. Praise the Lord.

epistle lesson                                                 Romans 8:14-17
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

children’s moment                                                        Reggie Holder

Children of all ages are invited to participate.  Following the Children’s Moment, children ages 4 to 2nd grade may attend Children’s Church; 
older children are invited to return to sit with their family. If this is your child’s first time attending Children’s Church at Highlands, a parent 
is asked to accompany their child to meet staff and provide contact information.

*sequence hymn 603             Come, Holy Ghost, Our Heart Inspire                                     WINCHESTER OLD 
Organ Improvisation: Noel Rawsthorne

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. Glory to you, Lord Christ.

*gospel lesson                             John 14:8-17

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.

the sermon                                             The Reverend Mikah Hudson 

the prayers of the people                                                      The Reverend Deb Welsh 

stephen ministry recognition                                                                                                                          Annie Green

Beth Douthit            Dinah Hughes         Nancy Jennings

Sandi Simmons            Jody Stewart           Denise Williams

service of holy communion
Musical Setting:  Elise Eslinger (b. 1943)

*invitation to holy communion

God in Christ breaks down the walls that make us strangers to ourselves and divide us from one another. We are the body of 
Christ. Around this table, we enact our faith. The Communion Table is open to all who are in love with God and their neighbor 
and seek forgiveness and healing in this broken world.

*the peace

The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  And also with you.  



greeting and parish notices

the offertory                                                      Call to the Paraclete
The Choir

O God, Holy Ghost, Sanctifier of the faithful, visit this congregation with Thy love and favor; 
Enlighten their minds more and more with the light of the everlasting Gospel;

 Graft in their hearts, love of the truth; increase in them true religion; 
Nourish them with all goodness; and of Thy mercy keep them in the same, 

O Blessed Spirit, whom with the Father and the Son, we worship and glorify, 
One God, world without end. Amen.

Betty Louise Lumby (b. 1926)                                                         Text, Book of Common Prayer

*doxology With alleluias 94                                                                                                 LassT Uns eRFReUen 

*the great thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

…And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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…And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and 
living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith
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…Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now 
and forever.
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the lord’s prayer 895

breaking of the bread 

the fraction anthem                    Come, Holy Ghost, Our Souls Inspire                                           VENI CREATOR

The Choir

Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire, and lighten with celestial fire;
thou the anointing Spirit art, who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart.
Praise to thy eternal merit, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Vesperale Romanum, Mechlin (1848)     Text, att. to Rhabanus Maurus 
Translation, John Cosin

receiving the bread and cup

music during communion

MoTeT                                                                 O Lord, Give Thy Holy Spirit
The Choir

O Lord, give thy Holy Spirit into our hearts, and lighten our understanding, that we may dwell in the fear of thy Name, 
all the days of our life, that we may know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent.

Thomas Tallis (1505-1585)                                                                                                                                                                         Text, Book of Common Prayer

organ solo                                   Chorale Prelude on Komm, Gott Schöpfer, Heiliger Geist                       Johann Sebastian Bach 
Come Holy Spirit, Lord Our God

BWV 667

prayer after receiving

*hymn 632                                                Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether                                       UNION SEMINARY 

*blessing and sending forth

*choral benediction                                       “Dresden” Amen                             Johann Gottlieb Naumann (1741–1801)
The Choir

After the retiring procession concludes, you are invited to be seated in the sanctuary until the conclusion of the voluntary.

*Retiring Voluntary                                                        Exeunt Omens                                                                    Richard Lloyd (b. 1933)

pealing of the toWer bells



VBS AT  HIGHLANDS

R I S I N G  P R E - K  ( 4 )  -  5 T H  G R A D E R S

W W W . H I G H L A N D S U M C . N E T / V B S

JULY 8-12

C O S T  $ 7 5
S C H O L A R S H I P S  

A V A I L A B L E !REGISTRATION OPEN THROUGH JUNE 30

D I S C O V E R I N G
G O D ' S  W A Y
O F  P E A C E



1045 Twentieth Street South    •    Birmingham, Alabama 35205
                  (205) 933-8751    •    www.highlandsumc.net

Vision Statement

Highlands United Methodist Church is a community of disciples of Christ; 
a beacon of hope, inviting all to become new persons in Christ

to be sent into the world to share the Gospel and to serve our neighbors; 
and a sanctuary for those in need of God’s love and grace.

Fifth Sunday Potluck Lunch 
JUNE 30 AFTER WORSHIP 

ALL ARE WELCOME AND INVITED! 


