
Highlands United Methodist Church

the FiFth sunday in lent

MarCH 17, 2024

10:30 a.M. ServiCe

all are Welcome

Highlands United Methodist Church affirms that nothing can separate anyone from the love of God. We invite all to worship, 
wonder, and discover God’s grace as we aspire to create a safe space for all to participate fully in the life of this community of 
faith. We are called to shine as a beacon of hope, grace, belonging, and respect for all people. Regardless of age, gender identity, 

ethnicity, sexual orientation, family, financial status, nationality, physical or mental ability, past or future, 
there is room for you at Highlands.



 
During the season of Lent, the crosses carried in our processions and on the altar are draped in purple, the color of repentance 
and preparation. The crosses will remained draped from Ash Wednesday to Palm Sunday. On Palm Sunday, the cloth will 
change to red, and will remain through Maundy Thursday in preparation for Jesus’s crucifixion. On Good Friday, the crosses 
will be draped in black, symbolizing Jesus’ earthly death. On Easter Sunday, the crosses will be uncovered or draped in white, 
in celebration of the resurrection. Lent, Passion, and Easter are the only times the crosses are draped in the liturgical year. 
This reminds us of the redemptive purpose of Jesus’ suffering (purple), crucifixion (red), death (black), and resurrection 
(white), which these liturgical seasons commemorate. The rest of the year the cross is uncovered to assure us that Jesus is 
risen.



Order oF MOrning WOrSHip
preaching – The reverend Mikah Hudson

Liturgist – reggie holder

Choirmaster and Organist – richard phillips

verger – Brian BeLLenger

*Congregation please stand.  Words in bold are spoken or sung by the congregation.

Serving for Altar Guild: Nancy Hill, Donna Sibley
Serving as Ushers: Todd Edmondson, Kirk Smith

Serving as Lay Reader: Karen Holton
Serving as Acolytes: Camille Baxley, Polly Dawson

Flowers on the altar celebrate Anam Cara, and honor both the John O’Donohue study group and the Education for Ministry study group.

pealing oF the toWer Bells                                                                                                          Kara Cargile, chimer

Welcome and call to Worship       The Reverend Mikah Hudson

prelude              Chorale Prelude on HERZLIBSTER JESU             Johannes Brahms (1833-1897)
Opus 122

Ah, Holy Jesus | Text UMH 289

*hymn in procession 168                                At the Name of Jesus                                                                         KING’S WESTON

*conFession and pardon

Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God:
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of 
your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the 
power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

*the invitatory & gloria patri 70                                               MEINEKE

O Lord, open our lips. And we shall declare your praise.
We praise you, Lord. Your holy name be praised.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

*the peace

The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. And also with you.
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*venite         Psalm 95: Come, Let Us Sing to God on High                                                HURSLEY
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psalter                                                                               Psalm 51:1-12                                                 Plainsong: Tone IV
The Gentlemen of The Choir 

Miserere mei, Deus
1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your loving-kindness; in your great compassion blot out my offenses.

2 Wash me through and through from my wickedness and cleanse me from my sin.
3 For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.

4 Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight.
5 And so you are justified when you speak and upright in your judgment.

6 Indeed, I have been wicked from my birth, a sinner from my mother’s womb.
7 For behold, you look for truth deep within me, and will make me understand wisdom secretly.

8 Purge me from my sin, and I shall be pure; wash me, and I shall be clean indeed.
9 Make me hear of joy and gladness, that the body you have broken may rejoice.

10 Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquities.
11 Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.

12 Cast me not away from your presence and take not your holy Spirit from me.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.

As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

First lesson                    Jeremiah 31:31-34
May these words reveal Christ to us. Thanks be to God.
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*canticle                                        A Song of Penitence                                                                  KINGSFOLD
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*gospel lesson

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Lesson John 12:20-33

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.

the homily          The Reverend Mikah Hudson

*aFFirmation oF Faith 883                   THe UniTed CHUrCH Of Canada

We are not alone, we live in God’s world. 

We believe in God: who has created and is creating, 

	 who	has	come	in	Jesus,	the	Word	made	flesh,

 to reconcile and make new, who works in us and others by the Spirit. 

We trust in God. 

We are called to be the Church: to celebrate God’s presence, 

 to live with respect in Creation, to love and serve others, to seek justice and resist evil, 

	 to	proclaim	Jesus,	crucified	and	risen,	our	judge	and	our	hope.	

In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. 

We are not alone. Thanks be to God.
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the prayers                       Reggie Holder

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
Let us pray: Most merciful God, who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ delivered and save the world: grant 
that by faith in him who suffered on the cross, we may triumph in the power of his victory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Silent Prayer

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer 895

greetings and parish notices

OFFertory anthem                                Create in Me A Clean Heart, O God
The Choir

Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me.

Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit.

Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be converted unto thee.

Create in me a clean heart, O God.

Carl Mueller (1892-1982)                                                                                                                                                     Text, Psalm 51: 10-13

*doxology 95                         OLD 100TH

*hymn 451                                                               Be Thou My Vision        SLANE 
Organ Improvisation: Noel Rawsthorne

*Blessing and sending Forth

organ improvisation on a hymn tune

Highlands United Methodist Church is blessed to have one of the most beautiful pipe organs in the Southeast. 
Our Möller pipe organ is currently being re-leathered and repaired by the R. A. Colby Organ Company and 
will be out of commission for several months.  I want to thank our congregation for raising over $300,000 to 
refurbish our beloved instrument. Until the restoration is completed, we will be using an electronic organ as a 
substitute during our worship services. 

Rick Phillips, Choirmaster and Organist
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In
remembrance

of me...
February 20
Reverend Amy DeWitt
Trinity UMC - Homewood

March 8February 27
Reverend Erica Cooper
Baptist Church of the Covenant

March 5
Reverend Mary Henley
Assistant District Superintendent

March 12
Reverend Dr. Tim Kelley
Southside Baptist Church

March 19
Stephen Ingram
Grace United Methodist Church

March 26
Reverend Charles Lee
Retired United Methodist Clergy

Tuesdays  a t  Noon
Lunch  to  fo l l ow  in  the
Fe l l owsh ip  Ha l l  ( $ 10 )

L E N T E N
M I D D A Y
COMMUNION 

Highlands United Methodist Church
1045 20th Street South
Birmingham, AL 35205

www.highlandsumc.net/lent



1045 Twentieth Street South    •    Birmingham, Alabama 35205
                  (205) 933-8751    •    www.highlandsumc.net

inviTaTiOn TO CHriSTian diSCipLeSHip 

The message of the Hebrew prophets, Jesus, Paul, and the early church was always a message of welcome and 
inclusion for all. The image of God’s kingdom is of something small and insignificant growing into something 
larger and of great significance. The oppressed, the alien, and the outcast were all welcomed, included, and cared 
for. In this sense, our faith is built upon the idea of gracious hospitality. Followers of Jesus are not about walls 
of exclusion but bridges of grace and acceptance. Ours is a faith of invitation, for all to come to know Jesus as 
the living Christ who overcomes all brokenness, sin, and even death, offering a way to make all things new. This 
invitation extends to you. If you desire to explore what this means for you, please speak to a member of the 
clergy after the service or sometime this week. We welcome the opportunity to visit with you.

Welcome to highlands!
all are Welcome

A Reconciling Congregation with the Reconciling Ministries Network – rmnetwork.org

Highlands United Methodist Church is a community of disciples of Christ; a beacon of hope, inviting all to become new persons in Christ
to be sent into the world to share the Gospel and to serve our neighbors; and a sanctuary for those in need of God’s love and grace.

Highlands United Methodist Church affirms that nothing can separate anyone from the love of God. We invite all to worship, wonder, 
and discover God’s grace as we aspire to create a safe space for all to participate fully in the life of this community of faith. We are 
called to shine as a beacon of hope, grace, belonging, and respect for all people. Regardless of age, gender identity, ethnicity, sexual 

orientation, family, financial status, nationality, physical or mental ability, past or future, there is room for you at Highlands.

oFFering

Cash or Check Giving:
•   Giving envelopes are available in the pew racks.  
    Checks may be made payable to HUMC. 

Electronic Giving: 

•   Text give to 205-900-3040. A link will be provided for a   
    simple, quick way to give with one click. 
•   Visit www.highlandsumc.net/giving to give using a debit    
    card, credit card, or bank account.

Sustainable Giving:

•  To set up automatic monthly bank drafts, contact financial 
   manager Tyra Johnson-Pirtle at finance@highlandsumc.net. 

Music and lyrics presented in this bulletin are reprinted with permission under CCLI Licensing#1845134. All Rights Reserved.

scan the code With your moBile 
device to learn more aBout What’s 

happening at highlands!


