
Highlands United Methodist Church

the Fourth sunday in lent

MarCH 31, 2019

10:30 a.M. ServiCe

      
    H

IG

HLA
N

D
S 

 U
N

IT
E

D
  M

E
T

H
O

D
IS

T 
 C

HURCH     
                L OVE  GOD

  AN
D

  SE
R

V
E

  YO
U

R
  N

EIGHBOR

all are Welcome

Highlands United Methodist Church affirms that nothing can separate anyone from the love of God. We invite all to worship, 
wonder, and discover God’s grace as we aspire to create a safe space for all to participate fully in the life of this community of 
faith. We are called to shine as a beacon of hope, grace, belonging, and respect for all people. Regardless of age, gender identity, 

ethnicity, sexual orientation, family, financial status, nationality, physical or mental ability, past or future, 
there is room for you at Highlands.



highlands united methodist church

a reconciling congregation

Welcome to highlands!
† All children are welcome to participate fully in worship. Families are encouraged to sit toward the front so that your

children can see and hear all that takes place during worship.  Children’s bulletins, books, and crayons are available    
at the Sanctuary entrances for use during worship. A nursery is provided for ages 4 and younger; an usher will be 
happy to direct you.  

† Children of all ages are invited to participate in the Children’s Moment.  Following Children’s Moment, children 
will be dismissed to Children’s Choir rehearsal.  After rehearsal, children ages 4 – 2nd grade may attend Children’s 
Church in the Fellowship Hall; older children will return to worship to sit with their families.  If this is your child’s 
first time attending Children’s Choir and Children’s Church at Highlands, a parent is asked to accompany their child 
to meet staff and provide contact information.

† Please visit the hospitality table in the Greeting Space after worship for a homemade treat and information about the 
Highlands family. Feel free to call or email the church with any questions or pastoral care needs. We would love to 
have the opportunity to visit with you.  

† If you would like to receive updates from Highlands about our upcoming worship services, study opportunities, and 
events, text HIGHLANDS to 84576, visit www.highlandsumc.net/email, or contact the church office.

† Parking for visitors and those with limited mobility is available in the lot located directly behind the church building, 
just off Richard Arrington Jr. Blvd. Parking is free on Sundays at all metered street spaces near the church and at the 
public parking deck on Magnolia Avenue. The Highlands Bar and Grill lot on 11th Avenue South is no longer free on 
Sundays; if you choose to park there, please be sure to pay with your cell phone to avoid being ticketed or booted.



Order For Holy Communion
Preaching – The reverend Mikah Hudson

Liturgist – the reverend deb Welsh

Children’s Moment – reggie Holder

Choirmaster and Organist – richard Phillips

*Congregation please stand.  Words in bold are spoken or sung by the congregation.

 Serving for Altar Guild:  Lynn L’Eplattenier   •   Serving as Ushers:  Lee and Shea Smith
Serving as Verger:  Brian Bellenger   •    Serving as Lay Reader:  Anne Buckley

Serving as Acolytes:  TK

Serving as Communion Stewards: TK

Pealing oF the ToWer Bells                                                                                     Ellis Landers, Chimer

Call to Worship & Prelude                Andante con molto in F Major                          Alexandré Guilmant (1837-1911)

*Hymn in PrOCeSSiOn 159                               Lift High the Cross                                                                   CRUCIFER
Descant Setting: Richard Proulx

*conFession and pardon  

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of 
your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the 
power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

*Kyrie (Sung by The Choir)

Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy.

*collect For the day

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Let us pray: Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true bread which gives life to 
the world: evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen.

psalm 32:1-7 (Sung by The Choir)                                                                           Anglican Chant: William Russell (1777-1813)
1  Blessed is he whose unrighteousness is forgiven and whose sin is covered.

2  Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord imputeth no sin and in whose spirit there is no guile.
3  For while I held my tongue, my bones consumed away through my daily complaining.

4  For thy hand is heavy upon me day and night, and my moisture is like the drought in summer.
5  I will acknowledge my sin unto thee and mine unrighteousness have I not hid.

6  I said, I will confess my sins unto the Lord and so thou forgavest the wickedness of my sin.
7  For this shall every one that is godly make his prayer unto thee, in a time when thou mayest be found

 but in the great water-floods they shall not come nigh him.



epistle lesson                                                                                                                2 Corinthians 5:16-21
 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

the children’s moment                                                        Reggie Holder

Children of all ages are invited to participate.  Following the Children’s Moment, children ages 4 to 2nd grade may attend Children’s Church; 
older children are invited to return to sit with their family. If this is your child’s first time attending Children’s Church at Highlands, a 
parent is asked to accompany their child to meet staff and provide contact information.

*sequence hymn 384                             Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                                                  BEECHER 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. Glory to you, Lord Christ.

*gospel lesson        Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.

the sermon                                    The Reverend Mikah Hudson

service oF holy communion
Communion Service Musical Setting C – Franz Schubert (1797-1828)

*invitation to holy communion

God in Christ breaks down the walls that make us strangers to ourselves and divide us from one another.  We are the body of 
Christ. Around this table, we enact our faith. The Communion Table is open to all who are in love with God and their neigh-
bor and seek forgiveness and healing in this broken world.  Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 

*the peace

The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  And also with you.  

greeting and parish notices

the oFFertory                             Thou Knowest, Lord, the Secrets of Our Hearts
The Choir

Thou knowest, Lord, the secrets of our hearts.
Shut not thy merciful ears unto our prayers; but spare us, Lord most holy.

O God most mighty. O holy and most merciful Father.
Thou most worthy Judge eternal. Suffer us not at our last hour 

For any pains of death to fall from Thee.  Amen.

Henry Purcell (1659-1695)                                                                                                  Text, Henry Purcell



*doxology 95                                                        OLD 100TH

*the great thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

…And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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…And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and 
living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.
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…Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now 
and forever.
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the lord’s prayer 895

Breaking oF the bread

agnus dei (Sung by The Choir)

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace.

receiving the bread and cup



music during communion

motet                                        Ave Verum
The Choir

Ave verum corpus, natum de Maria Virgine: vere passum immolatum in cruce pro homine; 
Cujus latus perforatum unda fluxit sanguine; Esto nobis praegustatum in mortis examine.

Translation: Jesu, Word of God Incarnate, of the Virgin Mary born; on the cross Thy sacred Body, for us men with nails was torn. 
Cleanse us by the Blood and water streaming from Thy pierced side. Feed us with Thy Body broken, now and in death’s agony.                   

Alexandré Guilmant (1837-1911)                                                                                                                                                                            Text, Traditional Latin
                                             English translation by Norman Greyson

post-communion anthem                  Draw Us In the Spirit’s Tether
The Choir

Draw us in the Spirit’s tether; for when humbly, in thy name, two or three are met together, 
Thou art in the midst of them: Alleluya! Touch we now thy garment’s hem. 

As the brethren used to gather in the name of Christ to sup, then with thanks to God the Father
 Break the bread and bless the cup, Alleluya! So knit thou our friendship up. 

All our meals and all our living, make as sacraments of thee that by caring, helping, giving, 
We may true disciples be. Alleluya! We will serve thee faithfully.

Harold Friedell (1905-1958)                                                                                                                                                                                Text, Percy Dearmer

*blessing and sending Forth

*choral benediction                                              Psalm 150                          
The Choir

O praise God in his holiness, praise him in the firmament of his power.

Praise him in his noble acts, praise him according to his excellent greatness.

Praise him in the sound of the trumpet, praise him upon the lute and harp.

Praise him in the cymbals and dances, praise him upon the strings and pipe.

Praise him upon the well-tuned cymbals, praise him upon the loud cymbals.

Let everything that hath breath praise the Lord.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.

As it was in the beginning is now and will be forever. Amen.

George Thomas Talbot (d. 1918)                          Text, Traditional Coverdale Psalter

After the retiring procession concludes, you are invited to be seated in the sanctuary until the conclusion of the voluntary.

*retiring voluntary                            Allegretto Tranquillo in D Minor                           Alexandré Guilmant (1837-1911) 

*pealing oF the toWer bells



Community Easter Egg Hunt - April 13
Our annual Community Easter Egg Hunt will be Saturday, April 13 from 9:30 to 11:00 aM at Rushton Park. 
Activities include games, crafts, relay races, a petting zoo, and photos with the Easter Bunny!  All High-
lands children and families, as well as friends and neighbors are invited.  You can also find and share our 
event on Facebook, @HighlandsUMC!

Volunteers are needed to prepare the park, hide eggs, lead games and activities, distribute prizes, and clean 
up after the event.  Youth, young adults, grandparents, and anyone without young children are especially 
needed!  If you are willing to volunteer your time,  please contact Mary Elizabeth Neal at maryelizabeth@
highlandsumc.net or 933-8751, ext. 214 or sign up online at www.highlandsumc.net/events/egghunt2019.

COMMUNITY 

EASTER EGG HUNT 

 

Join us at RushtonPark! 
 

Saturday, April 13, 2019 

 

9:30-11:00  AM 



1045 Twentieth Street South    •    Birmingham, Alabama 35205
                  (205) 933-8751    •    www.highlandsumc.net

Vision Statement

Highlands United Methodist Church is a community of disciples of Christ; 
a beacon of hope, inviting all to become new persons in Christ

to be sent into the world to share the Gospel and to serve our neighbors; 
and a sanctuary for those in need of God’s love and grace.

Study Opportunities
Forty Days to a Closer Walk with God: The Practice of Centering Prayer

Led by Sandi Simmons
Meets Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m.

Contact sandisimmons1956@gmail.com

The Poetry of Lent: Devotions by Mary Oliver
Led by Reggie Holder

Meet Thursdays at 5:30 p.m. 
Contact reggie@highlandsumc.net

Reflections on Prayer: An Illustrated Lent for Families
Weekly devotionals, activities, and coloring pages for families to use together to focus 

intentionally on the spiritual discipline of prayer during the Lenten season.
Available in the Greeting Space and Atrium Hallway.

Worship Opportunities
Each Sunday in Lent

8:30 aM Service of Holy Communion in the Chapel
 10:30 aM Morning Worship in the Sanctuary

Holy Week
Palm Sunday, April 14 at 10:15 aM – Palm Sunday Procession from Brother Bryan Park

Maundy Thursday, April 18 at 6:30 PM – Holy Communion in the Sanctuary
Liturgy for Good Friday, April 19 at nOOn in the Sanctuary

Good Friday Service of Tenebrae, April 19 at 6:30 PM in the Sanctuary

Easter Sunday – April 21
8:30 aM and 10:30 aM Service of Holy Communion in the Sanctuary 

with members of the Alabama Symphony Orchestra

For more information, visit
www.highlandsumc.net/lent


