
Highlands United Methodist Church

The Feast of Pentecost

May 20 , 2018  10:30 a.M. ServiCe

We are grateful that you have come to worship with us this morning. It is our hope that you experience 
the love of Christ and God’s presence during our worship. Today we celebrate Pentecost, often known as 
the birthday of the Church. The name Pentecost comes from the Greek for fiftieth day. Its origins relate to 
the Jewish harvest festival of Shavuot, which commemorates God’s giving of the law on Mt. Sinai. Pente-
cost marks the day when the Holy Spirit descended on the disciples in Jerusalem fifty days after Easter.

Cover Artwork Attributed to Stefano da Verona (1374 - after 1438), Pentecost, Cutting from an antiphonal. 



Highlands United Methodist Church affirms that nothing can separate anyone from the love of God.  
We invite all to worship, wonder, and discover God’s grace as we aspire to create a safe space for all  

to participate fully in the life of this community of faith.

We are called to shine as a beacon of hope, grace, belonging, and respect for all people. Regardless of age,  
gender identity, ethnicity, sexual orientation, family, financial status, nationality, physical or mental ability,  

past or future, there is room for you at Highlands.

† All children are welcome to participate in worship.  A nursery is provided for ages 4 and younger; an usher will be happy to direct
   you. Children ages 4 to 2nd grade are encouraged to come to the chancel when called for the Children’s Moment and may then 
   attend Children’s Church or return to sit with their family. If you are visiting today or this is your child’s first time in Children’s 
   Church, we ask that a parent accompany their child in order to provide emergency contact information and meet our staff.

† Children’s bulletins, books, and crayons are available from the ushers for use in worship.  

† Please visit the Bread for the Journey table in the Greeting Space after worship for a delicious homemade treat and information
about Highlands. Feel free to call or email the church with any questions or pastoral care needs. We would love to have the
 opportunity to visit with you.

† Parking is free on Sundays at all metered street spaces near the church, at the Hotel Highland Parking Deck on Magnolia Avenue,
and in the Highlands Bar and Grill lot on 11th Avenue South.



Order for choral Matins and Holy CoMMunion

Setting of Preces and Responses: Iain Quinn (b. 1973)
Canticles in G Major: John Wood (1930-1987)

Preaching – The reverend Mikah Hudson

Liturgist – The reverend Deb Welsh

ChoirMaster and Organist – richard Phillips

Children’s MoMent – reggie Holder

*Congregation please stand. Words in bold are spoken or sung by the congregation.

 

PeaLing OF THe TOWer BeLLS                Ellis Landers, chimer

CaLL TO WOrSHiP anD PreLUDe                               Johann Gottfried Walther (1684-1748)
Chorale Prelude on Veni Creator Spiritus

Come, Holy Ghost, Our Souls Inspire
 (Text, UMH 651) 

*HyMn in PrOCeSSiOn 648                        God the Spirit, Guide and Guardian                                                                          HYFRYDOL
 Organ Improvisation: Noel Rawsthorne
 Descant Setting: Richard Phillips

PreCeS anD reSPOnSeS (Sung by The Choral Ensemble) 

Officiant:       O Lord, open thou our lips.
Choir:            And our mouth shall show forth Thy praise.

Officiant:      O God, make speed to save us.
Choir:            O Lord make haste to help us,

Officiant:     Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
Choir:           As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Officiant:     Praise ye the Lord!
Choir:           The Lord’s Name be praised!

COLLeCT FOr PenTeCOST 
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Let us pray: Almighty God, on this day you opened the way of eternal life to every race and nation by the promised gift of your 
Holy Spirit: shed abroad this gift throughout the world by the preaching of the Gospel, that it may reach to the ends of the earth; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.

Serving for Altar Guild:  Beth Douthit

Serving as Ushers:  Chris and Mary Willis

Serving as Communion Stewards:  Judy Shepherd, Joy McPherson, Mark Chambers, Mark Hughes, Janet Holt

Serving as Acolytes: Austin Meredith, Cade Smith, Victoria Thompson, Virginia White

Serving as Vergers:  Brian Bellenger, Wilson Nash

Serving as Lay Reader:  Reina McFarlin



PsalM 104:24-25,28-34,35b (Sung by The Choir)                                         Anglican Chant:  Sir Edward Bairstow (1874-1946)

24  O Lord, how manifold are thy works! * In wisdom hast thou made them all; the earth is full of thy riches.
25  So is the great and wide sea also; *  wherein are things creeping innumerable, both small and great beasts.

28  When thou givest it them, they gather it; * and when thou openest thy hand, they are filled with good.
29  When thou hidest thy face, they are troubled * 

When thou takest away their breath, they die, and are turned again to their dust.
30  When thou lettest thy breath go forth, they shall be made; * and thou shalt renew the face of the earth.

31  The glorious Majesty of the Lord shall endure forever; * the Lord shall rejoice in his works.
32  The earth shall tremble at the look of him; * if he do but touch the hills, they shall smoke.

33  I will sing unto the Lord as long as I live; * I will praise my God while I have my being.
34  And so shall my words please him: * my joy shall be in the Lord.

35 Praise thou the Lord, O my soul. * Praise the Lord.

First Lesson                                                       Acts 2:1-21
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

CanTiCLe (Sung by The Choral Ensemble)

Magnificat
My soul doth magnify the Lord and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior, 

For He hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden.  
For, behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.  
For He that is mighty hath magnified me and Holy is His Name. 

And His mercy is on them that fear Him throughout all generations.  
He hath shewed strength with his arm; He hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.  

He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and the meek.  
He hath filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He hath sent empty away.  

He remembering His mercy hath holpen His servant Israel 
As He promised to our fore fathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.

 (The people stand at the Gloria Patri, and then sit for the lesson.)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be world without end. Amen.
Text, Luke 1:46b-55

SeCOnD LeSSOn                    Romans 8:22-27
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

CanTiCLe (Sung by The Choral Ensemble)

Nunc Dimittis
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word.

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people;
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people Israel.

 (The people stand at the Gloria Patri, and remain standing for the Creed.)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, and ever shall be world without end.  Amen.
Text, Luke 2:29-32



*THe aPOSTLeS’ CreeD 881

The Prayers
SaLUTaTiOn (Sung by The Choral Ensemble)

Officiant:     The Lord be with you.
Choir:            And with thy spirit.

Officiant:      Let us pray.
Choir:           Lord, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

SUFFrageS (Sung by The Choral Ensemble)

Officiant:    O Lord, show Thy mercy upon us.
Choir:                 And grant us Thy salvation.

Officiant:    Endue thy Ministers with righteousness.
Choir:   And make Thy chosen people joyful.

Officiant:     O Lord, save the state.
Choir: And mercifully hear us when we call upon Thee.

Officiant:     O Lord, save Thy people.
Choir:        And bless Thine inheritance.

Officiant:     Give peace in our time, O Lord.
Choir:        Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only Thou, O God.

Officiant:     O God, make clean our hearts within us.
Choir:        And take not Thy Holy Spirit from us.

Prayers of the People for Pentecost

Loving God, we ask for the gift of your Holy Spirit to help us pray as we ought.  Holy Spirit: Help Us.

We ask for the energy and vision of your Spirit for those who are tiring in the battle against injustice and 
oppression: for those exhausted by the struggle with poverty and hunger.  Holy Spirit: Help Us.

We ask for the hope and comfort of your Spirit for those whose lives are overshadowed by illness or pain; for 
those whose lives are darkened by sorrow or bereavement.  Holy Spirit: Help Us.

We ask for the peace and joy of your Spirit for those living in the shadow of war and violence; for those eaten 
up by guilt and anxiety and whose Christian life has become hard and dry.  Holy Spirit: Help Us.

We ask for the love and courage of your Spirit for those reaching out to comfort the distressed; for those 
reaching out to others with the Good News of Christ.  Holy Spirit: Help Us.

Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide and govern 
us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we may not forget you, but may re-
member that we are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



THe CHiLDren’S MOMenT                                                                          Reggie Holder 
Children are dismissed for Children’s Church during the singing of the sequence hymn.

*SeqUenCe HyMn 541          See How Great a Flame Aspires ARFON (MAJOR)

THe HOMiLy                                   The Reverend Mikah Hudson

service of holy coMMunion

Musical Setting:  William Mathias (1934-1992)

*inviTaTiOn TO HOLy COMMUniOn

God in Christ breaks down the walls that make us strangers to ourselves and divide us from one another. We are the body of 
Christ. Around this table, we enact our faith. The Communion Table is open to all who are in love with God and their neigh-
bor and seek forgiveness and healing in this broken world.

*THe PeaCe

The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  And also with you.  

greeting and Parish notices

THe OFFerTOry                                              Behold Now, Praise the Lord
The Choral Ensemble

Behold now, praise the Lord, all you servants of the Lord, Ye that by night stand in the house of the Lord. 
Ye that by night stand in the courts, the courts of the house of our God.

Lift up your hands in the sanctuary and praise the Lord; 
The Lord who made heaven and earth give Thee blessing out of Sion.

William H. Harris (1883-1973)               Text, Psalm 134

*DOxOLOgy WiTH aLLeLUiaS 94             LASST UNS ERFREUEN

THe greaT THankSgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

…And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



…And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living 
sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

…Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now 
and forever.

THe LOrD’S Prayer 895

Breaking OF THe BreaD

THe FraCTiOn anTHeM                                      Jesus Lamb of God                                        William Mathias (1934-1992)

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins: have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world: give us your peace.

reCeiving THe BreaD anD CUP

Music during coMMunion

MOTeT                                                                 O Lord, Give Thy Holy Spirit
The Choir

O Lord, give thy Holy Spirit in to our hearts, and lighten our understanding, 
that we may dwell in the fear of thy Name, 

all the days of our life, that we may know thee, the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent.

Thomas Tallis (1505-1585)                                                                                                                                                                 Text, Book of Common Prayer

 
MOTeT                                                                                                      If Ye Love Me

The Choir

If ye love me, keep my commandments, and I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another comforter,
 That he may bide with you forever, ev’n the spirit of truth.

Thomas Tallis (c.1505-1585)                                                                        Text, John 14: 15 - 17

MOTeT                                                                                                     Lead Me Lord
The Choral Ensemble

Lead me LORD, lead me in Thy righteousness, make my way plain before my face.   
For it is Thou LORD, only that makest me dwell in safety.

Samuel Sebatian Wesley (1810-1876)                                                                                                                                                               Text, Psalm 5:8;4:8
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Prayer aFTer reCeiving

Gracious God, lover of all, in this sacrament we are one family in Christ your Son, one in the sharing of his body and blood 
and one in the communion of his Spirit: help us to grow in love for one another and come to the full maturity of the Body of 
Christ.  We make our prayer through your Son our Savior.  Amen.

*inviTaTiOn WiTH BLeSSing

 
*HyMn 539                                                     O Spirit of the Living God                                                     FOREST GREEN

 Organ Improvisation: Noel Rawsthorne

After the retiring procession concludes, you are invited to be seated in the Sanctuary until the conclusion of the voluntary.

vOLUnTary                                                                          Preludium in C Major                                    Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)
BWV 531

PeaLing OF THe TOWer BeLLS

Please join us in the Greeting Space following the service for light refreshments.

Today we welcome to this service of worship The Choral Ensemble from Advent Episcopal School.
Highlands’ Richard Phillips is the Choirmaster and Organist at Advent Episcopal School.


