
Highlands United Methodist Church

THe SixTH Sunday of eaSTer

YoUTH SUndaY and Senior reCogniTion

MaY 6, 2018

10:30 a.M. ServiCe

Highlands United Methodist Church affirms that nothing can separate anyone from the love of God. We invite all to worship, wonder, 
and discover God’s grace as we aspire to create a safe space for all to participate fully in the life of this community of faith. We are called 
to shine as a beacon of hope, grace, belonging, and respect for all people. Regardless of age, gender identity, ethnicity, sexual orientation, 

family, financial status, nationality, physical or mental ability, past or future, there is room for you at Highlands.

† All children are welcome to participate in worship.  A nursery is provided for ages 4 and younger; an usher will be happy to direct
   you. Children ages 4 to 2nd grade are encouraged to come to the chancel when called for the Children’s Moment and may then 
   attend Children’s Church or return to sit with their family. If you are visiting today or this is your child’s first time in Children’s 
   Church, we ask that a parent accompany their child in order to provide emergency contact information and meet our staff.

† Children’s bulletins, books, and crayons are available from the ushers for use in worship.  

† Please visit the Bread for the Journey table in the Greeting Space after worship for a delicious homemade treat and information
about Highlands. Feel free to call or email the church with any questions or pastoral care needs. We would love to have the
 opportunity to visit with you.

† Parking is free on Sundays at all metered street spaces near the church, at the Hotel Highland Parking Deck on Magnolia Avenue,
and in the Highlands Bar and Grill lot on 11th Avenue South.
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Senior Class of 2018

Maggie Hargrove
Maggie Hargrove will graduate from Vestavia Hills High School where she is a mem-
ber of the National Honor Society, Latin Honor Society, Mu Alpha Theta. In addition 
to her academic success, Maggie pursues her love of soccer as a competitive player, 
referee and received her coaching license. Maggie will be attending Mississippi State 
University this fall where she a recipient of the Colvard Future Leader, Academic 
Excellence, Housing and Engineering scholarships. 

 
Caroline Penfield
Caroline Ellis Penfield is the daughter of Highlands’ former associate pastor, Emily 
Freeman Penfield and Matthew Penfield. She attended preschool at the CDC, was ac-
tive in VBS and Sunday School as well as liturgical dance, and is still an active mem-
ber of the youth group, which includes both her home churches. She has also been 
a camper and volunteer at Camp Sumatanga. On Sundays, Caroline attends Sunday 
school at Highlands, worship at Woodlawn UMC, and youth at one of the cooper-
ative churches. Caroline dances, participates in musical theatre, and serves as presi-
dent of Student Activism for Women, a service club which she founded. Caroline is 
graduating from Vestavia Hills High School and will be attending Elon University in 
the fall where she plans to study public policy and political science. 

GraceAnn Phillips
GraceAnn Phillips (whose namesakes are Grace Price Hines and Mildred Ann Tatum, 
former long-time members of Highlands United Methodist Church) is the daughter 
of Rick and Suzanne Phillips. She has been active at Highlands since early childhood, 
participating in Sunday school classes, Vacation Bible School, liturgical dance, and 
youth group activities. For many years, she has served as an acolyte and member of 
the adult choir. Gracie is graduating from Vestavia Hills High School, where she has 
been involved with the yearbook staff, MUSE literary and art publications, “Relay 
for Life” cancer research fundraising, Vestapalooza music performances, and musical 
theater productions. In addition to her artistic, singing, and acting talents, Gracie 
plays the guitar and tennis. She will attend UAB in the fall with plans to major in 
business.
 



order for Holy Communion
Preaching – caroline Penfield

liturgist – the reverend deb Welsh

choirmaster – david busby

organist – scott Welch

*Congregation please stand
Words in bold are spoken or sung by the congregation.

Serving for Altar Guild:  Beth Douthit

Serving as Ushers:  Members of the Highlands Youth Group

Serving as Communion Stewards:  Austin Meredith, Hannah Wheeler, Lydia Wheeler

Serving as Acolytes:  Sam Jones, Virginia Hunt, Victoria Thompson, Hannah Wheeler

Serving as Verger:  Brian Bellenger

Serving as Lay Reader:  Nathan Jones
 
Pealing of THe Tower BellS                 Ellis Landers, Chimer

PrelUde            Largo from Xerxes    George Frederic Handel (1685-1759)

*HYMn in ProCeSSion 577                                God of Grace and God of Glory                         CWM RHONDDA
Descant Setting: Richard Webster

*ColleCT for PUriTY    

Alleluia! Christ is risen. The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Let us pray: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires are known, and from you no secrets 
are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

*gloria in exCelSiS                          LAUDA ANIMA
 Descant Setting: Richard Phillips
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PSalM 98                             Musical Setting: Dan Schutte

  Refrain

R  (The youth choir will sing the refrain first, followed by all.)

1 O sing to the Lord a new song, for the Lord has done marvelous things!

  God’s right hand and holy arm have gotten the victory.
2 The Lord has declared victory, and has revealed his righteousness to the nations.
3 The Lord has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel.     R

  All the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.
4 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; break forth into joyous songs and sing praises!
5 Sing praises to the lord with the lyre and the sound of melody!
6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn make a joyful noise before the Ruler, the Lord!     R

7 Let the sea roar, and everything in it, the world, and those who dwell in it!
8 Let the rivers clap their hands; 

  let the hills sing together for joy before the Lord,
9 Let them sing before the Lord, who comes to judge the earth.

  The Lord will judge the world with righteousness, and the peoples with equity.     R

ePiSTle leSSon                                                                                                                1 John 5:1-16
 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

THe CHildren’S MoMenT                                                      Norah and Ryanne Trench

*SeqUenCe HYMn 548                       In Christ There Is No East or West                                                      MCKee

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.   Glory to you, Lord Christ.

*goSPel leSSon         John 15:9-17

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THe SerMon                    Caroline Penfield
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THe PraYerS of THe PeoPle                       Eliza Penfield

service of holy communion
Musical Setting:  Elise Eslinger (b. 1943)

*inviTaTion To HolY CoMMUnion

God in Christ breaks down the walls that make us strangers to ourselves and divide us from one another. We are the body of 
Christ. Around this table, we enact our faith. The Communion Table is open to all who are in love with God and their neigh-
bor and seek forgiveness and healing in this broken world.

*THe PeaCe

The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  And also with you. 

greeTing and PariSH noTiCeS                    Lydia Wheeler

THe offerTorY                                                      O Sing Unto the Lord
The Choir

O sing unto the Lord, sing Him a new song! Hallelujah!

Henry Purcell (1658-1695)              Text, Psalm 96:1

*doxologY wiTH allelUiaS 94               laSST UnS erfreUen

*THe greaT THanKSgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

…And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

…And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and 
living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.
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…Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now 
and forever.

THe lord’S PraYer 895

BreaKing of THe Bread                                                       

THe fraCTion anTHeM                                      Jesus Lamb of God                                       William Mathias (1934-1992)

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins: have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world: give us your peace.

reCeiving THe Bread and CUP

anTHeM                                                              Open Thou Mine Eyes
The Choir

Lindsay Dawson, soprano soloist

Open thou mine eyes and I shall see: Incline my heart and I shall desire: 
Order my steps and I shall walk in the ways of thy commandments. 

O Lord God, be thou to me a God and beside thee let there be none else, no other, naught else with thee.  
Vouchsafe to me to worship thee and serve thee according to thy commandments, in truth of spirit, 

In reverence of body, in blessing of lips, in private and public.  
Open thou mine eyes and I shall see: Incline my heart and I shall desire: 

Order my steps and I shall walk in the ways of thy commandments.
John Rutter (b. 1945)             Text, Lancelot Andrewes

anTHeM                                                                      Our Father
Norah Trench, Ryanne Trench, Rachel Hancock, and Savannah Busby, soloists

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.
Forever and ever. Amen.

Craig Courtney (b. 1948)                      Text, Matthew 6:9-13

PraYer afTer reCeiving 
 Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given yourself to us. Grant that we may go 
into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*HYMn 560              Help Us Accept Each Other         ACCEPTANCE
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*THe BleSSing and Sending forTH

May the Lord bless you and keep you.

May the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you.

May the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.

After the retiring procession concludes, you are invited to be seated in the sanctuary until the conclusion of the voluntary.

*reTiring volUnTarY   A Festive Trumpet Tune                 David German (1954)

Pealing of THe Tower BellS       

Join US nexT SUndaY, MaY 13 aT 7 PM for ConTeMPlaTive worSHiP!
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1045 Twentieth Street South        Birmingham, Alabama 35205
                   (205) 933-8751        highlandsumc.net •

 •

SUNDAY! 

When the day of Pentecost had come, 
they were all together in one place... 

Acts 2:1

B R I N G  A  
F R I E N D  


