
Order for Morning Worship

*Congregation please stand.  Words in bold are spoken or sung by the congregation.

 

Pealing of the Tower Bells                                                                                                         Ellis Landers, Chimer 

Call to Worship and Prelude                                     Elegy                                                 Charles Hubert Parry (1848-1918)

*Hymn in Procession 150          God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens                            HOLY MANNA

*The Invitatory & Gloria Patri 70                                      MEINEKE

O Lord, open our lips. And we shall declare your praise.
We praise you, Lord. Your holy name be praised. 

*The Peace

*Venite       Psalm 95                               Musical Setting: DARWALL’S 148TH

Come, Sing With Joy to God
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Serving for Altar Guild: Louise Brasher, Stephanie Braswell

Serving as Ushers: Scott Chramer, Dan Sibley

Serving as Acolytes: Reese Alexander, Elizabeth Hargrove, Maggie Hargrove, Virginia White

Serving as Verger: Andrew Salser

Serving as Lay Reader: Fran Hopkins

Preaching – The reverend Mikah Hudson

Liturgist – The reverend Deb Welsh

Choirmaster and Organist – richard Phillips

Children’s Moment – reggie Holder

Highlands United Methodist Church affirms that nothing can separate anyone from the love of God.  
We invite all to worship, wonder, and discover God’s grace as we aspire to create a safe space for all  

to participate fully in the life of this community of faith.

We are called to shine as a beacon of hope, grace, belonging, and respect for all people. Regardless of age,  
gender identity, ethnicity, sexual orientation, family, financial status, nationality, physical or mental ability,  

past or future, there is room for you at Highlands.

† All children are welcome to stay in worship, or a nursery is provided for ages 4 and younger. An usher will be happy
to direct you there. Children ages 4 to 2nd grade are encouraged to come to the chancel when called to the Children’s 
Moment and may then attend Children’s Church or return to be with their family. If you are visiting today or this is 
your child’s first time in Children’s Church, we ask that a parent accompany their child downstairs in order to  
provide emergency contact information and meet our staff.

† Children’s bulletins, books, and crayons are available from the ushers for use in worship.  

† Please pick up a guest welcome bag after worship to learn more about Highlands. Feel free to call or email the church
with any questions or pastoral care needs. We would love to have the opportunity to visit with you.  

† Parking is free on Sundays at all metered street spaces near the church, at the Hotel Highland Parking Deck on
Magnolia Avenue, and in the Highlands Bar and Grill lot on 11th Avenue South.

1045 Twentieth Street South        Birmingham, Alabama 35205           
                 (205) 933-8751        highlandsumc.net
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PSALM 90:1-8, 12 (Sung by the Choir)                     Anglican Chant: Arthur Henry Mann (1850-1929)

1  Lord, you have been our refuge * from one generation to another.
2  Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the earth were born, * from age to age you are God.

3  You turn us back to the dust and say, * “Go back, O child of earth.”
4  For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past * and like a watch in the night.

5  You sweep us away like a dream; * we fade away suddenly like the grass.
6  In the morning it is green and flourishes; * in the evening it is dried up and withered.

7  For we consume away in your displeasure; * we are afraid because of your wrathful indignation.
8  Our iniquities you have set before you, * and our secret sins in the light of your countenance.

12  So teach us to number our days * that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.

(The people stand at the Gloria Patri, then sit for the lesson.)

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.* 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

First Lesson                                                                                                                              1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*Canticle              The First Song of Isaiah                          Musical Setting: Jack Noble White

Surely, it is God who saves me; I will trust in him and not be afraid.  
For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, and he will be my Savior.

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing from the springs of salvation.  
And on that day you shall say, Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;  

Make his deeds known among the peoples; see that they remember that his Name is exalted.  
Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, and this is known in all the world.  

Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy,  
for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.

Surely, it is God who saves me; I will trust in him and not be afraid.  
For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, and he will be my Savior.

*The Apostles’ Creed 881

The Prayers                                                        The Reverend Deb Welsh

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and 
inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in 
our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.

Silent Prayer

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 895

Choral response                                               Keep This Prayer 

The Choir
Keep this prayer in our hearts and minds, O Lord. Amen.

George Thalben-Ball (1896-1987)                           Text, selected texts from the scriptures

Greetings and Parish Notices 

Offertory Anthem                              Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise                                                                  

The Choir

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, most blessed, most glorious,  
the Ancient of Days, Almighty, victorious, Thy great Name we praise. Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,  

nor wanting, nor wasting, Thou rulest in might; Thy Justice like mountains high soaring above  
Thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. To all, life Thou givest to both great and small;  

in all life Thou livest, the true-life of all; We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree,  
and wither and perish but naught changeth Thee. Great Father of Glory, pure Father of Light,  

Thine Angels adore Thee, all veiling their sight; all laud we would render;  
 O help us to see ’tis only the splendour of light hideth Thee. Amen.

Arranged by Eric H. Thiman (1900-1975)          Text, W. C. Smith

*Doxology with Alleluias 94                     LASST UNS ERFREUEN

The Children’s Choir               Jesu, Jesu                                  

Refrain: Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love, show us how to serve the neighbors we have from you. 

Kneels at the feet of his friends, silently washing their feet, Master who acts as a slave to them. 
Neighbors are rich and poor, neighbors are black and white, neighbors are near and far away. 

These are the ones we should love, these are the ones we should serve, all are neighbors to us and you.

Words: Tom Colvin                                  Ghana folk song

*Sequence Hymn 508            Faith, While Trees Are Still in Blossom                                  FOR THE BREAD

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

*Gospel Lesson         Matthew 25:14-30
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon                                    The Reverend Mikah Hudson 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  

Invitation to Christian Discipleship  

*Hymn 581                                  Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service                                BEACH SPRING
Organ Improvisation:  Noel Rawsthorne

*Blessing and Sending Forth

*CHOrAL Benediction                                         Sevenfold Amen                                  Peter Christian Lutkin (1858-1931)
The Choir

After the retiring procession concludes, you are invited to be seated in the sanctuary until the conclusion of the voluntary.

*retiring Voluntary                                                   Choral Song                                       Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1810-1876)

Pealing of the Tower Bells


