
Order for Morning Worship

*Congregation please stand.  Words in bold are spoken or sung by the congregation.

 

Pealing of the Tower Bells                                                                                                         Ellis Landers, Chimer 

Call to Worship and Prelude                                                                                          Friedrich Wilhelm Zachau (1663-1712)
               Two Chorale Preludes on Allein Gott in der Höh       Andreas Nikolaus Vetter (1666-1710) 

All Glory Be to God On High

*Hymn in Procession 73                                  O Worship the King                            LYONS
Organ Improvisation:  Noel Rawsthorne

Descant Setting:  Lois Fyfe

*The Invitatory & Gloria Patri 70                                      MEINEKE

O Lord, open our lips. And we shall declare your praise.
We praise you, Lord. Your holy name be praised. 

*The Peace

*Venite       Psalm 95                               Musical Setting: DARWALL’S 148TH

Come, Sing With Joy to God
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Serving for Altar Guild: Leslie Davis, Dinah Hughes

Serving as Ushers: John McFarlin, Will Stowe

Serving as Acolytes: Reese Alexander, Jack Halliday, Hannah Wheeler, Lydia Wheeler

Serving as Verger: Andrew Salser

Serving as Lay Reader: Anne Buckley

Preaching – The reverend Mikah Hudson

Liturgist – The reverend Deb Welsh

Choirmaster and Organist – richard Phillips

Children’s Moment – reggie Holder

Highlands United Methodist Church affirms that nothing can separate anyone from the love of God.  
We invite all to worship, wonder, and discover God’s grace as we aspire to create a safe space for all  

to participate fully in the life of this community of faith.

We are called to shine as a beacon of hope, grace, belonging, and respect for all people. Regardless of age,  
gender identity, ethnicity, sexual orientation, family, financial status, nationality, physical or mental ability,  

past or future, there is room for you at Highlands.

† All children are welcome to stay in worship, or a nursery is provided for ages 4 and younger. An usher will be happy
to direct you there. Children ages 4 to 2nd grade are encouraged to come to the chancel when called to the Children’s 
Moment and may then attend Children’s Church or return to be with their family. If you are visiting today or this is 
your child’s first time in Children’s Church, we ask that a parent accompany their child downstairs in order to  
provide emergency contact information and meet our staff.

† Children’s bulletins, books, and crayons are available from the ushers for use in worship.  

† Please pick up a guest welcome bag after worship to learn more about Highlands. Feel free to call or email the church
with any questions or pastoral care needs. We would love to have the opportunity to visit with you.  

† Parking is free on Sundays at all metered street spaces near the church, at the Hotel Highland Parking Deck on
Magnolia Avenue, and in the Highlands Bar and Grill lot on 11th Avenue South.

1045 Twentieth Street South        Birmingham, Alabama 35205           
                 (205) 933-8751        highlandsumc.net
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PSALM 96:1-4, 11-12 (Sung by the Choir)                        Anglican Chant: Alan Gray (1855-1935)

1  O SING unto the LORD a new song; * sing unto the LORD, all the whole earth. 
2  Sing unto the LORD, and praise his Name; * be telling of his salvation from day to day.

3  Declare his honour unto the heathen, * and his wonders unto all peoples.
4  For the LORD is great, and cannot worthily be praised;* he is more to be feared than all gods. 

11  Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; * let the sea make a noise, and all that therein is.
12  Let the field be joyful, and all that is in it; * then shall all the trees of the wood rejoice before the LORD.

(The people stand at the Gloria Patri, then sit for the lesson.)

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.* 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

First Lesson                                                                                                                              1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*Canticle              The First Song of Isaiah                          Musical Setting: Jack Noble White

Surely, it is God who saves me; I will trust in him and not be afraid.  
For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, and he will be my Savior.

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing from the springs of salvation.  
And on that day you shall say, Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;  

Make his deeds known among the peoples; see that they remember that his Name is exalted.  
Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, and this is known in all the world.  

Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy,  
for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.

Surely, it is God who saves me; I will trust in him and not be afraid.  
For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, and he will be my Savior.

*The Apostles’ Creed 881

The Prayers                                                        The Reverend Deb Welsh

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory among the nations: Preserve the works of your mercy, that 
your Church throughout the world may persevere with steadfast faith in the confession of your Name; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.

Silent Prayer

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 895

Choral response                                               Keep This Prayer 

The Choir
Keep this prayer in our hearts and minds, O Lord. Amen.

George Thalben-Ball (1896-1987)                           Text, selected texts from the scriptures

Greetings and Parish Notices 

Connections Moment                            Denise Williams

Offertory Anthem                                                      Awake, My Soul                                                                   

The Choir

Awake my Soul, and with the sun, thy daily stage of duty run;
Shake off dull sloth, and early rise, to pay thy morning sacrifice.

Let all thy converse be sincere, Thy conscience as the noon-day clear; 
Think how all-seeing God thy ways, And all thy secret thoughts surveys.

Wake and lift up thy self my heart, And with the Angels bear thy part,
Who all night long unwearied sing, High praise to the Eternal King. Amen.

H. A. Chambers (1854-1913)                                                                                                      Text, Bishop Ken

*Doxology with Alleluias 94                     LASST UNS ERFREUEN

The Children’s Moment                                                                          Reggie Holder

*Sequence Hymn 433                All Who Love and Serve Your City                                      CHARLESTOWN

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

*Gospel Lesson         Matthew 22:15-22
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon                                    The Reverend Mikah Hudson 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  

Invitation to Christian Discipleship  

*Hymn 157                                                             Jesus Shall Reign                                                         DUKE STREET
Organ Improvisation:  T. Tertius Noble

*Blessing and Sending Forth

*CHOrAL Benediction                                         Sevenfold Amen                                  Peter Christian Lutkin (1858-1931)
The Choir

After the retiring procession concludes, you are invited to be seated in the sanctuary until the conclusion of the voluntary.

*retiring Voluntary                                      Organ Improvisation on LYONS                             Richard Phillips (b. 1959)
Text, UMH 73

Pealing of the Tower Bells


