
Order for Morning Worship

*Congregation please stand.  Words in bold are spoken or sung by the congregation.

 

Pealing of the Tower Bells                                                                                                         Ellis Landers, Chimer 

Call to Worship and Prelude                           A Joyful Chime                                                     Derek K. Hakes (b. 1976)

The Handbell Choir
Kathy Burdette, Director

*Hymn in Procession 110                        A Mighty Fortress Is Our God      EIN’ FESTE BURG
Organ Improvisation:  Noel Rawsthorne

Descant Setting:  Charles Webb

*The Invitatory & Gloria Patri 70                                      MEINEKE

O Lord, open our lips. And we shall declare your praise.
We praise you, Lord. Your holy name be praised. 

*The Peace

*Venite       Psalm 95                               Musical Setting: DARWALL’S 148TH

Come, Sing With Joy to God

Highlands United Methodist Church
Twenty-First Sunday After Pentecost
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Serving for Altar Guild: Leslie Davis, Dinah Hughes

Serving as Ushers: John McFarlin, Will Stowe

Serving as Acolytes: Elizabeth Hargrove, Maggie Hargrove, Virginia Hunt, Norah Trench

Serving as Verger: Mary Elizabeth Neal

Serving as Lay Reader: Fran Hopkins

Preaching – Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett

Officiant – The reverend Mikah Hudson     Liturgist – The reverend Deb Welsh

Choirmaster and Organist – richard Phillips     Children’s Moment – reggie Holder

Highlands United Methodist Church affirms that nothing can separate anyone from the love of God.  
We invite all to worship, wonder, and discover God’s grace as we aspire to create a safe space for all  

to participate fully in the life of this community of faith.

We are called to shine as a beacon of hope, grace, belonging, and respect for all people. Regardless of age,  
gender identity, ethnicity, sexual orientation, family, financial status, nationality, physical or mental ability,  

past or future, there is room for you at Highlands.

† All children are welcome to stay in worship, or a nursery is provided for ages 4 and younger. An usher will be happy
to direct you there. Children ages 4 to 2nd grade are encouraged to come to the chancel when called to the Children’s 
Moment and may then attend Children’s Church or return to be with their family. If you are visiting today or this is 
your child’s first time in Children’s Church, we ask that a parent accompany their child downstairs in order to  
provide emergency contact information and meet our staff.

† Children’s bulletins, books, and crayons are available from the ushers for use in worship.  

† Please pick up a guest welcome bag after worship to learn more about Highlands. Feel free to call or email the church
with any questions or pastoral care needs. We would love to have the opportunity to visit with you.  

† Parking is free on Sundays at all metered street spaces near the church, at the Hotel Highland Parking Deck on
Magnolia Avenue, and in the Highlands Bar and Grill lot on 11th Avenue South.

1045 Twentieth Street South        Birmingham, Alabama 35205           
                 (205) 933-8751        highlandsumc.net
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PSALM 90:1-8, 12 (Sung by the Choir)                     Anglican Chant: Arthur Henry Mann (1850-1929)

1  Lord, you have been our refuge * from one generation to another.
2  Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the earth were born, * from age to age you are God.

3  You turn us back to the dust and say, * “Go back, O child of earth.”
4  For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past * and like a watch in the night.

5  You sweep us away like a dream; * we fade away suddenly like the grass.
6  In the morning it is green and flourishes; * in the evening it is dried up and withered.

7  For we consume away in your displeasure; * we are afraid because of your wrathful indignation.
8  Our iniquities you have set before you, * and our secret sins in the light of your countenance.

12  So teach us to number our days * that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.

(The people stand at the Gloria Patri, then sit for the lesson.)

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.* 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

First Lesson                                                                                                                                          Romans 2:1-11
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Anthem                 Open Thou Mine Eyes                          
The Choir

Lindsay Dawson, soprano soloist

Open thou mine eyes and I shall see: Incline my heart and I shall desire:  
Order my steps and I shall walk in the ways of Thy commandments.  

Open thou mine eyes and I shall see: Incline my heart and I shall desire:  
Order my steps and I shall walk in the ways of Thy commandments.  

O Lord God, be Thou to me a God and beside Thee let there be none else, no other, naught else with Thee.   
Vouchsafe to me to worship Thee and serve Thee according to Thy commandments, in truth of spirit,  

In reverence of body, in blessing of lips, in private and public.   
Open thou mine eyes and I shall see: Incline my heart and I shall desire:  

Order my steps and I shall walk in the ways of Thy commandments.
John Rutter (b. 1945)               Text, Lancelot Andrewes

*The Apostles’ Creed 881

The Prayers                                                        The Reverend Deb Welsh

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

O gracious God, we pray for your holy Church universal, that you would be pleased to fill it with all truth, in all peace. Where it is 
corrupt, purify it; where it is in error, direct it; where in any thing it is amiss, reform it; where it is right, establish it; where it is in 
want, provide for it; where it is divided, reunite it; for the sake of him who died and rose again, and ever lives to make intercession 
for us, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.  Amen.

Silent Prayer

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 895

Choral response                                               Keep This Prayer 

The Choir
Keep this prayer in our hearts and minds, O Lord. Amen.

George Thalben-Ball (1896-1987)                           Text, selected texts from the scriptures

Greetings and Parish Notices 

BSC Loafing Ministry                       Allafi Amin-Bashier and Sarah Bowman

Offertory Anthem                                       A Mighty Fortress Is Our God                                                                   
The Choir

Text, UMH 110
Robert Shaw (1916-1999) and Alice Parker (b. 1925)                                            Text, Martin Luther

*Doxology with Alleluias 94                     LASST UNS ERFREUEN

The Children’s Moment                                                                          Reggie Holder

*Sequence Hymn 178                               Hope of the World                                                                  VICAR

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

*Gospel Lesson         John 8:1-12
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon     “Singing God’s Song in Harmony”            Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  

Invitation to Christian Discipleship  

*Hymn 384                                              Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                                                HYFRYDOL
Organ Improvisation:  Noel Rawsthorne

Descant Setting:  Richard Phillips

*Blessing and Sending Forth

*CHOrAL Benediction                                         Sevenfold Amen                                  Peter Christian Lutkin (1858-1931)
The Choir

After the retiring procession concludes, you are invited to be seated in the sanctuary until the conclusion of the voluntaries.

*retiring Voluntaries                                Fughette on EIN’ FESTE BURG                                   Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706)
Text, UMH 110

                                  Toccata in D Minor                                         Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)
BWV 565

Pealing of the Tower Bells

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR … are given by Kim McRae in memory of the birthdays of her mother, Jane McRae, 
and Clark Gilmore, both October 26. 


