
Highlands United Methodist Church

Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost

SePteMber 10, 2017
10:30 A.M. ServiCe

Highlands United Methodist Church affirms that nothing can separate anyone from the love of God. We invite all to worship, wonder, 
and discover God’s grace as we aspire to create a safe space for all to participate fully in the life of this community of faith. We are called 
to shine as a beacon of hope, grace, belonging, and respect for all people. Regardless of age, gender identity, ethnicity, sexual orientation, 

family, financial status, nationality, physical or mental ability, past or future, there is room for you at Highlands.

† All children are welcome to stay in worship, or a nursery is provided for ages 4 and younger. An usher will be happy to direct you
there. Children ages 4 to 2nd grade are encouraged to come to the chancel when called to the Children’s Moment and may then 
attend Children’s Church or return to their family. If you are visiting today or this is your child’s first time in Children’s Church, 
we ask that a parent accompany their child downstairs in order to provide emergency contact information and meet our staff.

† Children’s bulletins, books, and crayons are available from the ushers for use in worship.  

† Please pick up a guest welcome bag after worship to learn more about Highlands. Feel free to call or email the church with any
questions or pastoral care needs. We would love to have the opportunity to visit with you.  

† Parking is free on Sundays at all metered street spaces near the church, at the Hotel Highland Parking Deck on Magnolia Avenue,
and in the Highlands Bar and Grill lot on 11th Avenue South.



Order of Morning Worship with Holy baptism

Preaching – the reverend Mikah Hudson

Liturgist – the reverend Deb Welsh

Choirmaster and Organist – richard Phillips

Children’s Moment – reggie Holder

*Congregation please stand. Words in bold are spoken or sung by the congregation.

 

Pealing of the tower bells                                                                                           

Call to Worship 

Prelude                                                                                                                                              Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

Choral Prelude on Wer nur den lieben Gott läßt walten  
BWV 642

(If Thou But Suffer God to Guide Thee)

*Hymn in Procession 62                 All Creatures of Our God and King                                      LASST UNS ERFREUEN

verses 1, 4, 5, 7                                                                               Organ Improvisation: Noel Rawsthorne

*the invitatory & Gloria Patri 70                                      MEINEKE

O Lord, open our lips. And we shall declare your praise.
We praise you, Lord. Your holy name be praised. 

*the Peace

*venite       Psalm 95                               Musical Setting: DARWALL’S 148TH

Come, Sing With Joy to God

Serving for Altar Guild:  Lynn L’Eplattenier 

Serving as Ushers:  Mark Chambers, Danny Jones

Serving as Verger:  Brian Bellenger

Serving as Lay Reader:  Michele Nailen



sacrament of baptism

Musical Setting: Charles H. Webb (b. 1933)

introduction

Brothers and sisters in Christ: Through the Sacrament of Baptism we are initiated into Christ’s holy 
Church. We are incorporated into God’s mighty acts of salvation and given new birth through water and 
the Spirit. All this is God’s gift, offered to us without price.

Presentation       Piper Louise Davis, Joseph Edmund Johnston,   
        Jack Raymond Melton, Maxwell Rocco Renno

renunciation of Sin and Profession of Faith

On behalf of the whole Church, I ask you: Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the 
evil powers of this world, and repent of your sin?

I do.

Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever 
forms they present themselves?

I do.

Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your whole trust in his grace, and promise to serve him as 
your Lord, in union with the Church which Christ has opened to people of all ages, nations, and races?

I do.

Will you nurture Piper Louise, Joseph Edmund, Jack Raymond, and Maxwell Rocco in Christ’s holy 
church that by your teaching and example they may be  guided to accept God’s grace for themselves, to 
profess their faith openly, and to lead a Christian life?

I will.

Do you, as Christ’s body, the church, reaffirm both your rejection of sin and your commitment to Christ?

We do.

Will you nurture one another in the Christian faith and life, include Piper Louise, Joseph Edmund,  
Jack Raymond, and Maxwell Rocco now before you in your care, and surround them with a community 
of love and forgiveness?  

We will.

Let us join together in professing the Christian faith as contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments.

(All stand.)

Do you believe in God the Father?

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ?

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 
the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and will come again to judge the living and the dead.



Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

(All sit.)

thanksgiving over the Water

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Let us pray:  Eternal Father:  When nothing existed but chaos, you swept across the dark waters and 
brought forth light. In the days of Noah you saved those on the ark through water. After the flood you set 
in the clouds a rainbow. When you saw your people as slaves in Egypt, you led them to freedom through 
the sea. Their children you brought through the Jordan to the land which you promised. 

In the fullness of time you sent Jesus, nurtured in the water of a womb. He was baptized by John and 
anointed by your Spirit. He called his disciples to share in the baptism of his death and resurrection and 
to make disciples of all nations.

Pour out your Holy Spirit to bless this gift of water and these children who receive it, to wash away their 
sin and clothe them in righteousness throughout their lives that, dying and being raised with Christ, they 
may share in his final victory.



baptism with Laying on of Hands

Piper Louise, Joseph Edmund, Jack Raymond, and Maxwell Rocco, I baptize you in the name of the 
 Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

The Holy Spirit work within you, that being born through water and the Spirit, you may be faithful 
 disciples of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Piper Louise, Joseph Edmund, Jack Raymond, and Maxwell Rocco, as children of God, you are sealed by 
the Holy Spirit in baptism and marked as Christ’s own forever.  

Commendation

Members of the household of faith, I commend to your love and care Piper Louise, Joseph Edmund, Jack 
Raymond, and Maxwell Rocco, whom we this day recognize as members of the family of God. Will you 
endeavor so to live that they may grow in the  knowledge and love of God, through our Savior Jesus Christ?

With God’s help we will so order our lives after the example of Christ, that Piper Louise, Joseph 
 Edmund, Jack Raymond, and Maxwell Rocco,  surrounded by steadfast love, may be established in 
the faith, and confirmed and strengthened in the way that leads to life eternal.

Hymn of blessing               Child of Blessing, Child of Promise                        STUGGART

Psalm 119:33-40 (Sung by The Choir)                          Anglican Chant: Thomas Attwood (1765-1838)

Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, * and I shall keep it to the end.
Give me understanding, and I shall keep your law; * I shall keep it with all my heart.

Make me go in the path of your commandments, * for that is my desire.
Incline my heart to your decrees * and not to unjust gain.

Turn my eyes from watching what is worthless; * give me life in your ways.
Fulfill your promise to your servant, * which you make to those who fear you.

Turn away the reproach which I dread, * because your judgments are good.
Behold, I long for your commandments; * in your righteousness preserve my life.

(The people stand at the Gloria Patri, then sit for the lesson.)

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.* 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

First Lesson                                    Romans 13:8-14
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



*Canticle              The First Song of Isaiah                          Musical Setting: Jack Noble White

Surely, it is God who saves me; I will trust in him and not be afraid.  
For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, and he will be my Savior.

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing from the springs of salvation.  
And on that day you shall say, Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;  

Make his deeds known among the peoples; see that they remember that his Name is exalted.  
Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, and this is known in all the world.  

Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy,  
for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.

Surely, it is God who saves me; I will trust in him and not be afraid.  
For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, and he will be my Savior.

the Prayers                                              The Reverend Deb Welsh               
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the proud who confide in their own strength, so 
you never forsake those who make their boast of your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

Silent Prayer

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 895

Choral response                                                 Keep This Prayer 
The Choir

Keep this prayer in our hearts and minds, O Lord. Amen.
George Thalben-Ball (1896-1987)                                                                                                                                    Text, Selected texts from the scriptures

Greeting and Parish Notices                        

Offertory Anthem                                               Turn Back O Man
The Choir

Turn back O man, forswear thy foolish ways. Old now is earth, and none may count her days.   
Yet thou, her child, whose head is crowned with flame, still wilt not hear Thine inner God proclaim

 ‘Turn back O man, forswear thy foolish ways!’ Earth might be fair and all men glad and wise,  
age after age their tragic empire rise -  

built while they dream and in that dreaming weep would man but wake from out his haunted sleep.  
Earth might be fair and all men glad and wise.  

Earth shall be fair, and all her people one, nor till that hour shall God’s whole will be done.  
Now, even now, once more from earth to sky peals forth in joy man’s old undaunted cry,

 “Earth shall be fair, and all her folk be one!”

Gustav Holst (1874-1934)                                                                                                                                                                     Text, Clifford Bax

*Doxology with alleluias 94                         LASST UNS ERFREUEN



the Children’s Moment                                               Reggie Holder 

*Sequence Hymn 206             I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light, verses 1, 2                          HOUSTON

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

*Gospel Lesson         Matthew 18:15-20

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

the Sermon                                             The Reverend Mikah Hudson 

Prayer of thanksgiving

invitation to CHriStiAN Discipleship

 
*Hymn 384                                          Love Divine, All Loves Excelling, verses 1, 4                                           HYFRYDOL

Organ Improvisation: Noel Rawsthorne
Descant Setting: Richard Phillips

*blessing and Sending Forth

*CHOrAL benediction                                          Sevenfold Amen        Peter Christian Lutkin (1858-1931)
The Choir

After the retiring procession concludes, you are invited to be seated in the sanctuary until the conclusion of the voluntary.

*retiring voluntary                            Choral Prelude on LOBE DEN HERREN                   Johann Gottfried Walther (1684-1717)

(Praise to the Lord)

Pealing of the tower bells       
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