
Highlands United Methodist Church

THe FiFTeenTH Sunday after Pentecost

SePTeMber 2, 2018

10:30 a.M. ServiCe

all are Welcome

Highlands United Methodist Church affirms that nothing can separate anyone from the love of God. We invite all to worship, 
wonder, and discover God’s grace as we aspire to create a safe space for all to participate fully in the life of this community of 
faith. We are called to shine as a beacon of hope, grace, belonging, and respect for all people. Regardless of age, gender identity, 

ethnicity, sexual orientation, family, financial status, nationality, physical or mental ability, past or future, 
there is room for you at Highlands.
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Welcome to highlands!
† All children are welcome to participate in worship.  A nursery is provided for ages 4 and younger; an usher will be 

happy to direct you. Children ages 4 to 2nd grade are encouraged to come to the chancel when called for the Chil-
dren’s Moment and may then attend Children’s Church or return to sit with their family. If you are visiting today or 
this is your child’s first time in Children’s Church, we ask that a parent accompany their child to the Fellowship Hall 
in order to meet our staff and provide emergency contact information.

† Children’s bulletins, books, and crayons are available from the ushers for use in worship.  

† Please visit the hospitality table in the Greeting Space after worship for a cool beverage and information about the 
Highlands family. Feel free to call or email the church with any questions or pastoral care needs. We would love to 
have the opportunity to visit with you.  

† Parking is free on Sundays at all metered street spaces near the church, at public parking deck on Magnolia Avenue, 
and in the Highlands Bar and Grill lot on 11th Avenue South.



Order for Holy Communion
Preaching – The reverend Mikah Hudson

Liturgist – The reverend Deb Welsh

Choirmaster and Organist – richard Phillips

Children’s Moment – reggie Holder

*Congregation please stand
Words in bold are spoken or sung by the congregation.

 Serving for Altar Guild:  Jody Stewart

Serving as Ushers: Mark Chambers, Danny Jones

Serving as Communion Stewards: Lakey Boyd, Fran Hopkins, Reina McFarlin

Serving as Verger:  Brian Bellenger

Serving as Lay Reader:  Michele Nailen

Pealing of the ToWer bells                                                                                                     Ellis Landers, Chimer

Call to Worship and Prelude             Andante tranqillo in F Major                             Charles V. Stanford (1852-1924)
from Six Preludes and Postludes, Opus 105

*Hymn in Procession 64                         Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty                         NICAEA
Organ Improvisation: Noel Rawsthorne

Descant Setting: Anthony Baldwin

*Collect for Purity    

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. And also with you.
Let us pray:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires are known, and from you no secrets 
are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

*Gloria in excelsis (See Pew Insert)                      Glory to You                                                              John Rutter (b. 1945)

1. Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; 

you are worthy of praise; glory to you.
2. Glory to you for the radiance of your holy name; 

we will praise you and highly exalt you forever.
3. Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; 

on the throne of your majesty, glory to you.
4. Glory to you, seated between the cherubim; 

we will praise you and highly exalt you forever.
5. Glory to you, beholding the depths; 

in the high vault of heaven, glory to you.
6. Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; 

we will praise you and highly exalt you forever.



Psalm 15 (Sung by The Choir)                                                                            Anglican Chant: Christopher Gibbons (1615-1667)
1 LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? * who may abide upon your holy hill? 

2 Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right, * who speaks the truth from his heart. 
3 There is no guile upon his tongue; he does no evil to his friend; * he does not heap contempt upon his neighbor. 

4 In his sight the wicked is rejected, * but he honors those who fear the LORD. 
 He has sworn to do no wrong * and does not take back his word. 

5 He does not give his money in hope of gain, * nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. 
 Whoever does these things * shall never be overthrown.

epistle Lesson                                                                                                                James 1:17-27
 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

The Children’s Moment                                                      Reggie Holder

Following the Children’s Moment, children ages 4 to 2nd grade may attend Children’s Church or return to sit with their family. If this is your child’s first 
time in Children’s Church at Highlands, a parent is asked to accompany their child to the Fellowship Hall to meet staff and provide contact information.

*Sequence Hymn 140                                 Great Is Thy Faithfulness              FaiTHFULneSS

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. Glory to you, Lord Christ.

*Gospel Lesson         Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.

the sermon                                        The Reverend Mikah Hudson

Service of Holy Communion
Musical Setting:  Elise Eslinger (b. 1943)

*invitation to Holy Communion

God in Christ breaks down the walls that make us strangers to ourselves and divide us from one another. We are the body of 
Christ. Around this table, we enact our faith. The Communion Table is open to all who are in love with God and their neigh-
bor and seek forgiveness and healing in this broken world.

*The Peace

The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  And also with you. 

Greeting and Parish notices

The Offertory                                           Create In Me a Clean Heart       
                   The Choir

Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; And uphold me with thy free spirit. 

M. N. Lundquist (1886-1964)                                                                                                                                                                                                   Text, Psalm 51



*Doxology With alleluias 94               LaSST UnS erFreUen

*the great thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

…And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

…And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and 
living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

…Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now 
and forever.

The Lord’s Prayer 895

breaking of the bread                                                       

The Fraction anthem                                      Jesus Lamb of God                                        William Mathias (1934-1992)

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins: have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world: give us your peace.

receiving the bread and Cup
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MUSiC DUrinG COMMUniOn

Motet                                                                  God Be In My Head
The Choir

God be in my head, and in my understanding; 
God be in mine eyes, and in my looking; 

God be in my mouth, and in my speaking; 
God be in my heart, and in my thinking; 

God be at mine end, and in my departing.

John Rutter ( b.1945)                Text, Sarum Primer, 1514

Organ Solo                                                                 Berceuse                                           Alexandré Guilmant (1837-1911) 
from Seven Pieces for Organ, Opus 77, No. 1

 
Prayer after receiving

invitation to Christian Discipleship

 
*Hymn 433                                             All Who Love and Serve Your City                                          CHARLESTOWN

*The blessing and Sending Forth

*CHOraL benediction                                          Sevenfold Amen        Peter Christian Lutkin (1858-1931)
The Choir

After the retiring procession concludes, you are invited to be seated in the sanctuary until the conclusion of the voluntary.

*retiring voluntary                                              Postlude-Grand Choeur                                                                           Alexandré Guilmant
from Seven Pieces for Organ, Opus 77, No. 1

Pealing of the ToWer bells       



S E S S I O N  1 :  
W H A T  D O  W E  B E L I E V E ?  
October 7 at 9:30 AM - Felllowship Hall  OR 
October 11 at 6:30 PM - Home of Martha Council 

October 21 at 9:30 AM - Fellowship Hall  OR 
October 25 at 6:30 PM - Home of Steve & Lisa Alexander 

October 14 at 9:30 AM - Fellowship Hall  OR 
October 18 at 6:30 PM - Home of Jim & Romona Shannon 

S E S S I O N  2 :  
W H A T  A R E  T H E  P L A N S ?  

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N ,  V I S I T  W W W . H I G H L A N D S U M C . N E T / W A Y - F O R W A R D  

C E N T R A L  D I S T R I C T  M E E T I N G  
with Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett and District Superintendent Reverend Rick Owen 

October 15 at 6:30 PM - St. Mark UMC, 2901 Columbiana Rd, Vestavia Hills

S E S S I O N  3 :   H O W  W I L L  
T H I S  A F F E C T  H I G H L A N D S ?



1045 Twentieth Street South        Birmingham, Alabama 35205
                   (205) 933-8751        highlandsumc.net •

 •

CHiLDren’S DOODLe SPaCe

In the space below, draw a picture of your favorite Highlands stained glass window.  Crayons are available at the Sanctuary entrances.


