
Highlands United Methodist Church

the sixteenth sunday after Pentecost

SepteMber 29, 2019

10:30 a.M. ServiCe

all are Welcome

Highlands United Methodist Church affirms that nothing can separate anyone from the love of God. We invite all to worship, 
wonder, and discover God’s grace as we aspire to create a safe space for all to participate fully in the life of this community of 
faith. We are called to shine as a beacon of hope, grace, belonging, and respect for all people. Regardless of age, gender identity, 

ethnicity, sexual orientation, family, financial status, nationality, physical or mental ability, past or future, 
there is room for you at Highlands.





order for morning WorshiP
preaCHing – tHe reverend Henry gibSon

LitUrgiStS – tHe reverend MikaH HUdSon & tHe reverend deb WeLSH

CHoirMaSter and organiSt – riCHard pHiLLipS

CHiLdren’S MoMent – reggie HoLder

*Congregation please stand.  Words in bold are spoken or sung by the congregation.

Serving for Altar Guild:  Lynn Hairston, Valerie Nash     •     Serving as Ushers:  Mark Chambers, Danny Jones

Serving as Acolytes: Bess Forrester, Emmalynne Hudson, Robert White, Virginia White

Serving as Verger: Brian Bellenger     •     Serving as Lay Reader: Lynne Trench

Pealing of the toWer Bells                                                                                                      Savannah Busby, chimer

call to WorshiP & Prelude                              Prière à Notre-Dame                                          Léon Boëllman (1862-1897) 
from Suite Gothique for Grand Orgue, Opus 25

*hymn in Procession 61                                   Come, Thou Almighty King                                                                                            ITALIAN HYMN

children’s anthem                                                         Morning Has Broken                                                                                
The Children’s Choir 

Soloists: Annie Carroll, Nathan Green, John Marshall Rathmell, Millie Taylor  
Morning has broken like the first morning.  Blackbird has spoken like the first bird. 

Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning! Praise for them, springing fresh from the Word!  
Sweet the rain’s new fall sunlit from heaven, like the first dewfall on the first grass. 

Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden, sprung in completeness where his feet pass. 

Traditional Geaelic melody; arr. Carlton R. Young (b.1926)                                                                                                 Text, Eleanor Farjeon

*the Peace

The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. And also with you.

*venite               Psalm 95: Come, Sing With Joy to God                                        DARWALL’S 148TH
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greetings & Parish notices

collect of the day

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Gracious God, you give the water of eternal life through Jesus Christ your Son. May we always turn to you, the spring of life and 
source of goodness; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Psalm 146 (Sung by The Choir)                                                                Anglican Chant: Thomas Norris (1741-1790)
 

1 Hallelujah! Praise the Lord, O my soul! I will praise the LORD as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.

2 Put not your trust in rulers, nor in any child of earth, for there is no help in them.
3 When they breathe their last, they return to earth, and in that day their thoughts perish.

4 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! whose hope is in the LORD their God;
5 Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; who keeps his promise for ever;

6 Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger.
7 The Lord sets the prisoners free; the Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;

8 The Lord loves the righteous; the Lord cares for the stranger; 
he sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked.

9 The Lord shall reign forever, your God, O Zion, throughout all generations.  Hallelujah!

first lesson                                                                                                                                         1 Timothy 6:6-19
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*canticle (See pew insert)                       Glory to You                                                               John Rutter (b. 1945)

1. Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers;  
you are worthy of praise; glory to you.

2. Glory to you for the radiance of your holy name;  
we will praise you and highly exalt you forever.

3. Glory to you in the splendor of your temple;  
on the throne of your majesty, glory to you.

4. Glory to you, seated between the cherubim;  
we will praise you and highly exalt you forever.

5. Glory to you, beholding the depths;  
in the high vault of heaven, glory to you.

6. Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit;  
we will praise you and highly exalt you forever.

*the aPostles’ creed 881

Prayers of the PeoPle & the lord’s Prayer                                                                     The Reverend Deb Welsh
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choral resPonse                                                Grant Us, O Lord
The Choir

Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you.  
Graft in our hearts the love of your name.  

Increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and charity. Amen.

Richard Phillips (b. 1959)                                                                                                                                                          Text, Book of Common Prayer

Presentation of our tithes and offerings

offertory anthem                            Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise
The Choir

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise.  

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 
Thy justice like mountains high soaring above thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love.  

To all, life thou giviest to both great and small; in all life thou liviest, the true-life of all; 
We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, and wither and perish but naught changeth thee.  

Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 
All laud we would render; O help us to see ‘tis only the splendour of light hideth thee. Amen. 

Arranged by Eric H. Thiman(1990-1975)                                                                                                                                            Text, W. C. Smith

*doxology With alleluias 94                     LASST UNS ERFREUEN

the children’s moment                                                      Reggie Holder

Children of all ages are invited to participate. Following the Children’s Moment, children will be dismissed to Children’s Choir rehearsal.  
Children ages 4 to 3rd grade may then attend Children’s Church in the Fellowship Hall; older children will return to sit with their families. 
If this is your child’s first time attending Children’s Choir and Children’s Church at Highlands, a parent is asked to accompany their child 
to meet staff and provide contact information.

*sequence hymn 592                              When the Church of Jesus                              KING’S WESTON

*gosPel lesson

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Lesson                                                                                                                                                                       Luke 16:19-31

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.

the sermon                                      The Reverend Henry Gibson

Prayer of thanksgiving 
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*hymn                                                              To Us All, to Every Nation                                                       HYFRYDOL 
Organ Improvisation: Noel Rawsthorne

To us all, to every nation comes the moment to decide,
in the strife of truth with falsehood, for the good or evil side;

some great cause, God’s new endeavor, offering each the bloom or blight,
and the choice goes by forever; ‘twixt that darkness and that light.

Though the cause of evil prosper, yet ‘tis truth alone is strong,
truth forever on the scaffold, wrong forever on the throne.

Yet that scaffold sways the future, and, behind the dim unknown,
God is standing in the shadow keeping watch beside God’s own.

*Blessing and sending forth

After the retiring procession concludes, you are invited to be seated in the sanctuary until the conclusion of the voluntary.

*retiring voluntary                     Introduction – Choral – Menuet gothique                                       Léon Boëllman 
from Suite Gothique for Grand Orgue, Opus 25

Pealing of the toWer Bells



GUN VIOLENCE
AWARENESS
SUNDAY

OCTOBER  13

2 :00 -4 :30   PM

FELLOWSHIP  HALL

 

 

PRESENTERS  INCLUDE :  

DR .  JEFFERY  KERBY

MS .  ONOYEMI  WILLIAMS

REP .  NEIL  RAFFERTY

MR .  STAN  HART

REV .  MIKAH  HUDSON

AND  OTHERS

HIGHLANDS  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH

1 0 4 5  2 0 T H  S T R E E T  S OU T H  |  B I RM I N GHAM ,  A L  3 5 2 0 5

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT 
WWW.HIGHLANDSUMC.NET/EVENTS/GUN-VIOLENCE-AWARENESS



1045 Twentieth Street South    •    Birmingham, Alabama 35205
                  (205) 933-8751    •    www.highlandsumc.net

Vision Statement

Highlands United Methodist Church is a community of disciples of Christ; 
a beacon of hope, inviting all to become new persons in Christ

to be sent into the world to share the Gospel and to serve our neighbors; 
and a sanctuary for those in need of God’s love and grace.

† All children are welcome to participate fully in worship. Families are encouraged to sit toward the front so that your
children can see and hear all that takes place during worship.  Children’s bulletins, books, and crayons are available at 
the Sanctuary entrances for use during worship. A nursery is provided for ages 4 and younger; an usher will be happy 
to direct you.  

† Children of all ages are invited to participate in the Children’s Moment.  Following Children’s Moment, children will 
be dismissed to Children’s Choir rehearsal.  Children ages 4 – 3rd grade may then attend Children’s Church in the 
Fellowship Hall; older children will return to sit with their families.  If this is your child’s first time attending Children’s 
Church at Highlands, a parent is asked to accompany their child to meet staff and provide contact information. 

† Please visit the hospitality table in the Greeting Space after worship for a small gift and some information about the 
Highlands family. Feel free to call or email the church with any questions or pastoral care needs. We would love to have 
the opportunity to visit with you.  

† If you would like to receive updates from Highlands about our upcoming worship services, study opportunities, and 
events, text HIGHLANDS to 84576, visit www.highlandsumc.net/email, or contact the church office.

† Parking for visitors and those with limited mobility is available in the lot located directly behind the church building, 
just off Richard Arrington Jr. Blvd. Parking is free on Sundays at all metered street spaces near the church and at the 
public parking deck on Magnolia Avenue. 

† Invitation to Christian Discipleship: The message of the Hebrew prophets, Jesus, Paul, and the early church was always
a message of welcome and inclusision for all. The image of God’s kingdom is of something small and insignificant 
growing into something larger and of great significance. The oppressed, the alient, the outcast –all were to be welcomed, 
included, and cared for. In this sense, our faith is built upon the idea of gracious hospitality. Followers of Jesus are not 
about walls of exclusion but bridges of grace and acceptance. Ours is a faith of invitation, for all to come to know Jesus 
as the living Christ who overcomes all brokenness, sin, and even death, offering a way to make all things new. This 
invitation extendes to you. If you desire to explore what this means for you, please speak to a member of the clergy after 
the service or contact us this week.  We welcome the opportunity to visit with you.

Welcome to highlands!
a reconciling congregation

www.highlandsumc.net/rmn


