
Highlands United Methodist Church

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost

SePTeMber 3, 2017
10:30 a.M. ServiCe

Highlands United Methodist Church affirms that nothing can separate anyone from the love of God. We invite all to worship, wonder, 
and discover God’s grace as we aspire to create a safe space for all to participate fully in the life of this community of faith. We are called 
to shine as a beacon of hope, grace, belonging, and respect for all people. Regardless of age, gender identity, ethnicity, sexual orientation, 

family, financial status, nationality, physical or mental ability, past or future, there is room for you at Highlands.
† All children are welcome to stay in worship, or a nursery is provided for ages 4 and younger. An usher will be happy to direct you

there. Children ages 4 to 2nd grade are encouraged to come to the chancel when called to the Children’s Moment and may then attend 
Children’s Church or return to be with their family. If you are visiting today or this is your child’s first time in Children’s Church, 
we ask that a parent accompany their child downstairs in order to provide emergency contact information and meet our staff.

† Children’s bulletins, books, and crayons are available from the ushers for use in worship.  

† Please pick up a guest welcome bag after worship to learn more about Highlands. Feel free to call or email the church with any
questions or pastoral care needs. We would love to have the opportunity to visit with you.  

† Parking is free on Sundays at all metered street spaces near the church, at the Hotel Highland Parking Deck on Magnolia Avenue,
and in the Highlands Bar and Grill lot on 11th Avenue South.





Order for Holy Communion
Preaching – The reverend Mikah Hudson

Liturgist – The reverend Deb Welsh

Choirmaster and Organist – richard Phillips

Children’s Moment – reggie Holder

*Congregation please stand
Words in bold are spoken or sung by the congregation.

 

Pealing of the Tower bells                                                                                     Ellis Landers, Chimer

Call to Worship and Prelude             Andante tranqillo in F Major                             Charles V. Stanford (1852-1924)
from Six Preludes and Postludes, Opus 105

*Hymn in Procession 64                         Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty                         NICAEA
Organ Improvisation: Noel Rawsthorne

Descant Setting: Anthony Baldwin

*Collect for Purity    

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. And also with you.

Let us pray:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires are known, and from you no secrets 
are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

*Gloria in excelsis (See pew insert)           Glory to You                                                             John Rutter (b. 1945)

1. Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers;
you are worthy of praise; glory to you.

2. Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name;
we will praise you and highly exalt you forever.

3. Glory to you in the splendor of your temple;
on the throne of your majesty, glory to you.

4. Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim;
we will praise you and highly exalt you forever.

5. Glory to you, beholding the depths;
in the high vault of heaven, glory to you.

6. Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit;
we will praise you and highly exalt you forever.

Serving for Altar Guild:  Lynn L’Eplattenier

Serving as Ushers:  Mark Chambers, Danny Jones

Serving as Communion Stewards:  Beth Douthit, Fran Hopkins, Judy Mills

Serving as Verger:  Brian Bellenger

Serving as Lay Reader:  Michele Nailen



First Lesson                                                                                                                Exodus 3:1-15
 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 26:1-8 (Sung by The Choir)                                                       Anglican Chant: Thomas Attwood Walmisley (1814-1856)

1  Give judgment for me, O LORD, for I have lived with integrity; *
I have trusted in the Lord and have not faltered.

2  Test me, O LORD, and try me; * examine my heart and my mind.
3  For your love is before my eyes; * I have walked faithfully with you.

4  I have not sat with the worthless, * nor do I consort with the deceitful.
5  I have hated the company of evildoers; * I will not sit down with the wicked.

6  I will wash my hands in innocence, O LORD, * that I may go in procession round your altar,
7  Singing aloud a song of thanksgiving * and recounting all your wonderful deeds.

8  LORD, I love the house in which you dwell * and the place where your glory abides.

 (The people stand at the Gloria Patri, then sit for the lesson.)

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

epistle Lesson                                                                                                                Romans 12:9-12
 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

The Children’s Moment                                                      Reggie Holder

*Sequence Hymn 100         God, Whose Love Is Reigning o’er Us, verses 1, 2, 3, 5              LaUDa aNiMa

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

*Gospel Lesson         Matthew 16:21-28

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon                                        The Reverend Mikah Hudson

Service of Holy Communion
Musical Setting:  Elise Eslinger (b. 1943)

*invitation to Holy Communion

God in Christ breaks down the walls that make us strangers to ourselves and divide us from one another. We are the body of 
Christ. Around this table, we enact our faith. The Communion Table is open to all who are in love with God and their neigh-
bor and seek forgiveness and healing in this broken world.

*The Peace

The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  And also with you. 
 



Greeting and Parish Notices

UMCOr Disaster relief Moment

The Offertory                                           Dear Lord and Father of Mankind                                    
The Choir

Dear Lord and Father of mankind, Forgive our foolish ways! 
Reclothe us in our rightful mind, In purer lives Thy service find, 

In deeper reverence, praise.

In simple trust like theirs who heard Beside the Syrian sea 
The gracious calling of the Lord, Let us, like them, without a word 

Rise up and follow Thee. 

O Sabbath rest by Galilee!
O calm of hills above, Where Jesus knelt to share with Thee 

The silence of eternity Interpreted by love! 

With that deep hush subduing all Our words and works that drown
The tender whisper of Thy call, 

As noiseless let Thy blessing fall As fell Thy manna down.

Drop Thy still dews of quietness, Till all our strivings cease; 
Take from our souls the strain and stress, 

And let our ordered lives confess The beauty of Thy peace.

Breathe through the heats of our desire Thy coolness and Thy balm; 
Let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; Speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire, 

O still, small voice of calm.

Charles Hubert Hastings Parry      (1848-1918)                                                                                                                                             Text, John Greenleaf Whittier

*Doxology with alleluias 94               LaSST UNS erFreUeN

*THe GreaT THaNkSGiviNG

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

…And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



…And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and 
living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

…Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now 
and forever.

The Lord’s Prayer 895

breaking of the bread                                                       

The Fraction anthem                                      Jesus Lamb of God                                        William Mathias (1934-1992)

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins: have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world: give us your peace.

receiving the bread and Cup

MUSiC DUriNG COMMUNiON

Motet                                                                 Thou Knowest Lord                                            
The Choir

Thou knowest, Lord, the secrets of our hearts; shut not Thy merciful ears unto our prayers; 
but spare us, Lord most Holy, O God most Mighty, O Holy and most merciful Father, 

Thou most worthy Judge eternal, 
suffer us not at our last hour for any pains of death to fall from Thee. Amen.

Henry Purcell (1659-1695)                                                                                                                                        Text, Book of Common Prayer (1662)

Organ Solo                                                                 Berceuse                                           Alexandré Guilmant (1837-1911) 
from Seven Pieces for Organ–Opus 77, No. 1

 
Prayer after receiving

invitation to Christian Discipleship

 
*Hymn 431                                                  Let There Be Peace on Earth                                              WORLD PEACE

*The blessing and Sending Forth



*CHOraL benediction                                          Sevenfold Amen        Peter Christian Lutkin (1858-1931)
The Choir

After the retiring procession concludes, you are invited to be seated in the sanctuary until the conclusion of the voluntary.

*retiring voluntary                                              Postlude-Grand Choeur                                                                           Alexandré Guilmant
from Seven Pieces for Organ Opus 77, No. 1

Pealing of the Tower bells       

Hurricane Relief in Texas - You Can Help!
United Methodist Committee on Relief, or UMCOR, is always the first in and last out to natural disasters 
both here and abroad. The recent hurricane and resulting floods in Texas are no exception. Highlands is 
partnering with UMCOR to assist our neighbors.

According to our UMCOR conference coordinator, there are five ways we can help:

1. Continue to pray for the survivors and those assisting them.

2. Make relief kits.  Download the packing list, assembly instructions, and shipping label 

at umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies.

3. Give financially. Make checks payable to HUMC and include UMCOR on the memo 

line.  100% will go to relief efforts.  All gifts left at the communion rail today are desig-

nated for UMCOR.

4. Donate only those items requested.  There is currently no need for clothing or bottled 

water.

5. Please wait for an invitation to volunteer.  Highlands will be in contact with our local 

UMCOR coordinator and will let you know as volunteer opportunities arise.  

If you have questions, please contact Deb Welsh at (205)933-8751 ext. 211 or deb@highlandsumc.net.  



1045 Twentieth Street South        Birmingham, Alabama 35205
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