
Highlands United Methodist Church

the thirteenth sunday after Pentecost

SepteMber 8, 2019

10:30 a.M. ServiCe

all are Welcome

Highlands United Methodist Church affirms that nothing can separate anyone from the love of God. We invite all to worship, 
wonder, and discover God’s grace as we aspire to create a safe space for all to participate fully in the life of this community of 
faith. We are called to shine as a beacon of hope, grace, belonging, and respect for all people. Regardless of age, gender identity, 

ethnicity, sexual orientation, family, financial status, nationality, physical or mental ability, past or future, 
there is room for you at Highlands.
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† All children are welcome to participate fully in worship. Families are encouraged to sit toward the front so that your
children can see and hear all that takes place during worship.  Children’s bulletins, books, and crayons are available    
at the Sanctuary entrances for use during worship. A nursery is provided for ages 4 and younger; an usher will be 
happy to direct you.  

† Children of all ages are invited to participate in the Children’s Moment.  Following Children’s Moment, children ages
4 – 2nd grade may attend Children’s Church in the Fellowship Hall; older children will return to sit with their families.  
If this is your child’s first time attending Children’s Church at Highlands, a parent is asked to accompany their child 
to meet staff and provide contact information.

† Please visit the hospitality table in the Greeting Space after worship for a small gift and some information about the 
Highlands family. Feel free to call or email the church with any questions or pastoral care needs. We would love to 
have the opportunity to visit with you.  

† If you would like to receive updates from Highlands about our upcoming worship services, study opportunities, and 
events, text HIGHLANDS to 84576, visit www.highlandsumc.net/email, or contact the church office.

† Parking for visitors and those with limited mobility is available in the lot located directly behind the church building, 
just off Richard Arrington Jr. Blvd. Parking is free on Sundays at all metered street spaces near the church and at the 
public parking deck on Magnolia Avenue. 

† Invitation to Christian Discipleship: The message of the Hebrew prophets, Jesus, Paul, and the early church was
always a message of welcome and inclusion for all. The image of God’s kingdom is of something small and insignificant 
growing into something larger and of great significance. The oppressed, the alien, and the outcast – all were to be wel-
comed, included and cared for. In this sense, our faith is built upon the idea of gracious hospitality. Followers of Jesus 
are not about walls of exclusion but bridges of grace and acceptance. Ours is a faith of invitation, for all to come to know 
Jesus as the living Christ who overcomes all brokenness, sin, and even death, offering a way to make all things new. This 
invitation extends to you. If you desire to explore what this means for you, please speak to a member of the clergy after 
the service or contact us this week. We welcome the opportunity to visit with you.

Welcome to highlands!
a reconciling congregation

www.highlandsumc.net/rmn



order for morning WorshiP
preaCHing – tHe reverend MikaH HUdSon

LitUrgiSt – tHe reverend Henry gibSon

LitUrgiSt – tHe reverend deb WeLSH

CHoirMaSter and organiSt – riCHard pHiLLipS

CHiLdren’S MoMent – reggie HoLder

*Congregation please stand
Words in bold are spoken or sung by the congregation.

Serving for Altar Guild:  Lynn Hairston, Valerie Nash     •     Serving as Ushers:  Mark Chambers, Danny Jones

Serving as Acolytes: Sam Jones, Liam Stowe, Victoria Thompson, Lillie Corrine Welsh

Serving as Verger: Brian Bellenger     •     Serving as Lay Reader: Fran Hopkins

Pealing of the toWer Bells                       Savannah Busby, Chimer

call to WorshiP & Prelude                                      Intrada                                   John Ireland (1869-1962)
from Miniature Suite for Organ

*hymn in Procession 159                                 Lift High the Cross                                                            CRUCIFER
Descant Setting:  Richard Proulx

*the invitatory & gloria Patri 70                                      MEINEKE 
O Lord, open our lips. And we shall declare your praise.
We praise you, Lord. Your holy name be praised. 

*the Peace 
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  And also with you.  

*venite               Psalm 95: Come, Sing With Joy to God                                        DARWALL’S 148TH
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Acolytes are invited to come to the chancel rail during the singing of the Venite for the Acolyte Commission and Blessing.
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acolyte commissioning and Blessing

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Let us pray. Gracious God, the epitome of light and love: You call us to light the way for your people in a world of change and 
uncertainty.  Grant to your acolytes reverent hearts, steady hands, and the will to persevere in service at your altar and at prayer.  
Bless and guide us by your wisdom and help us to spread your word throughout the world, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. Amen.

Psalm 1 (Sung by The Choir)                                                                 Anglican Chant: William Blake (1784-1854)

1Blessed is the man that hath not walked in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stood in the way of sinners  
and hath not sat in the seat of the scornful. 

2  But his delight is in the law of the Lord and in his law will he exercise himself day and night. 
3  And he shall be like a tree planted by the water-side that will bring forth his fruit in due season. 

4  His leaf also shall not wither and look, whatsoever he doeth, it shall prosper. 
5  As for the ungodly, it is not so with them but they are like the chaff, which the wind scattereth away from the face of the earth. 

6  Therefore the ungodly shall not be able to stand in the judgment neither the sinners in the congregation of the righteous. 
7 But the Lord knoweth the way of the righteous and the way of the ungodly shall perish.

 
 (The people stand at the Gloria Patri and sit for the lesson.)

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

the lesson                                                                                                                                              Philemon 1:1-21

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*the aPostles’ creed 881

Presentation of BiBles to our third grade class

  Reed Forrester Nathan Green  Eleanor Hudson Miriam Hudson

        Georgia Long         Will Soong  Julia Stowe

Blessed Lord, you have caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and 
inwardly digest them that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our 
Saviour Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, One God, forever and ever.

The Lord’s Prayer     

choral resPonse                                               Lead Me, Lord

The Choir

Lead me, Lord. Lead me in thy righteousness. Make thy way plain before my face.

Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1810-1876)                      Text, Psalm 5:8 & Psalm 4:9 

greetings and Parish notices 
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offertory anthem                                Dear Lord and Father of Mankind                                                         
                                                                                                The Choir

Dear Lord and Father of mankind, forgive our foolish ways! 
Reclothe us in our rightful mind, in purer lives thy service find, 

In deeper reverence, praise.

In simple trust like theirs who heard beside the Syrian sea 
The gracious calling of the Lord, let us, like them, without a word 

Rise up and follow thee. 

Drop thy still dews of quietness, till all our strivings cease; 
Take from our souls the strain and stress, 

And let our ordered lives confess the beauty of thy peace.

Breathe through the heats of our desire thy coolness and thy balm; 
Let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire, 

O still, small voice of calm.

Charles Hubert Hastings Parry (1848-1918)                                                                                                                           Text, John Greenleaf Whittier

*doxology With alleluias 94                     LASST UNS ERFREUEN

the children’s moment                                                      Reggie Holder

Children of all ages are invited to participate.  Following the Children’s Moment, children ages 4 to 2nd grade may attend Children’s Church; 
older children are invited to return to sit with their family. If this is your child’s first time attending Children’s Church at Highlands, a parent 
is asked to accompany their child to meet staff and provide contact information.

*hymn 585                                       This Little Light of Mine (verses 1 & 2)                                           LATTIMER

the sermon                                    The Reverend Mikah Hudson

Prayer of thanksgiving  

invitation to christian disciPleshiP  

*hymn 548                              In Christ There Is No East or West (verses 1 & 2)                                      McKEE

*Blessing and sending forth

*choral Benediction                                       “Dresden” Amen                             Johann Gottlieb Naumann (1741–1801) 
The Choir

After the retiring procession concludes, you are invited to be seated in the sanctuary until the conclusion of the voluntary.

*retiring voluntary                                                       Toccata                                              Charles Marie Widor (1844-1937)
from Symphony for Organ No. 5 

Opus 42, No. 5
(Played in honor of Mrs. Peggy S. Carey for her birthday.)

Pealing of the toWer Bells



© 2018 Heifer International. All rights reserved.

BY BRINGING TOGETHER OUR COMMUNITY, WE WILL HELP OTHERS 
HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY OF A FUTURE FREE OF POVERTY. 

              WWW.HEIFER.ORG |  888.5HUNGER (888.548.6437)

TOGETHER, WE CAN 
HELP END HUNGER 
AND POVERTY. 2018

Support the Children's Ministries 
September Service Project!
Bring quarters each Sunday in September to 

"fill the tube" for Heifer International.  
One full tube will purchases a sheep, goat, or pig to be 

donated to a family in a struggling country.  



To RSVP

Contact Deb Welch at

deb@highlandsumc.net



1045 Twentieth Street South    •    Birmingham, Alabama 35205
                  (205) 933-8751    •    www.highlandsumc.net

Vision Statement

Highlands United Methodist Church is a community of disciples of Christ; 
a beacon of hope, inviting all to become new persons in Christ

to be sent into the world to share the Gospel and to serve our neighbors; 
and a sanctuary for those in need of God’s love and grace.

All are invited to take part in the Taste of Five Points event at Brother Bryan Park today from noon to 4 pM. 
Tickets are $35 at the gate.  Children under 12 get in free and students receive a $10 discount.  Your favorite 
local restaurants will be serving food and retail vendors will be there to show off their wares.  There will be 
music as well as a spoken word stage, in keeping with the Storyteller theme of Five Points South. 
Highlands will have a table at the event and you are invited to come help greet folks and share information 
about our ministries. Stop by and say hello!


